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The Christian church is strictly distinguished from Jesus Christ in and
around “The Grand Inquisitor”: thoughts from Dostoevsky's letters to
the “The Russian Herald”
Shigeo MATSUBARA

The publishing companies had continued to make thick journals the first place of
publication for new fictions, even for the best-known and most popular novelists by the time
when Dostoevsky (1821-1881) wrote “The Brothers Karamazov” (1879-1880) . The thick
journal would hope to lure subscribers by promising them a complete novel by a respected
novelist within the course of the subscription year.

Novelist’s interests often conflicted with thick journal’s ones. This paper tries to find
out how Dostoevsky adjusted conflicted interests with “The Russian Herald” (1856-1906) by
analyzing 25 Dostoevsky’s letters to this thick journal.

There is an interesting letter, where Dostoevsky requested “The Russian Herald” not to
change any of “The Grand Inquisitor” manuscript, by promising the three things: to keep
Christian sense of value, not to violate public order and morality and not to write against the
facts. The reason for his request was probably because he did not want the excisions from
“Crime and Punishment” (1866) and from “The Devils” (1871-1872) , both of which were
done by “The Russian Herald” against his will, to be done again. Dostoevsky worried about
how the daring “The Grand Inquisitor” section would be understood by the journal.
Dostoevsky’s judicious argumentation with “The Russian Herald” carried the day in this
particular case.

However, it is doubtful whether Dostoevsky tried to keep his promise on Christian
sense of value, because several expressions, which are not thought to be written in strict
conformity with the promise, are found in quite a distance away from “The Grand Inquisitor”.
In this paper, special attention is paid to Dostoevsky’s intention why he left such ambiguous
expressions, which must have a lot of things to do with what Dostoevsky really intended to say
in “The Grand Inquisitor”.
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