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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONCEPT
OF THE FOUR BARBARIANS P AS SEEN
IN TREATISES ON BARBARIANS #3k%1{# OF
“THE FIRST FOUR HISTORIES” Rijpus

MITSUMA Hirohiko

This paper focuses on the concept of the Four Barbarians /18 within the ideology
that emphasized the Hua-Yi ¥ distinction by comparing the Shiji, the Hanshu,
the Sanguozhi, and the Houhanshu, which are collectively known as the“First Four
Histories” RIPUM, in order to demonstrate the interrelationship between the
Hua-Yi distinction and history books from the Han Dynasty to the Six Dynasties.

The Shiji reflected the situation of the Former Han Dynasty that confronted
the Xiongnu, a newly prominent potential “enemy country” #Z&. Therefore, the
treatise on the Xiongnu #4418 was positioned within the framework of the war
against the Xiongnu, and the Xiongnu were never placed in the same category as
other barbarians. In addition, the treatise on the Dayuan K%i%!{#, which was
traditionally regarded as one of the treatises on barbarians, must be regarded as a
description of talent and deeds of figures related to the Dayuan based on its
placement in the Shiji and the fact that it mainly describes the arrival of Zhang
Qian 7%¢ at the Daxia kK.

The Hanshu, which was compiled during the former half of the Later Han
Dynasty when the Han had already won the war against the Xiongnu, organized
treatises on barbarians under the Four Barbarians concept that understood
barbarians unitarily, including the Xiongnu and the Western Region V438 as the
“Outsiders” beyond the Zhonghuat#E.

Behind the fact that the Sanguozhi had only treatises on the northern and the
eastern barbarians was the tripartite division of China into the three kingdoms and
the circumstances of the establishment of the Western Jin Dynasty. Given such a
unique background, the Sanguozhi positioned the northern barbarians as a threat to
China, while positioning the eastern barbarians as ones who understood “courtesy”
ji, which indicates a trend to make ideological discrimination among the Four
Barbarians.

Behind the compilation of the Houhanshu was a complex international situation
involving confronting the invasion of the Five Barbarians 7i#H, and it highlighted
the two differing aspects of “violence” % and “courtesy” among the Four



Barbarians. It positioned the northern and the western barbarians as characterized
by “violence” but positioned the eastern barbarians as knowing “courtesy,” and
furthermore showed the possibility of civilizing the southern barbarians. In
addition, by placing Shendu £#, the birthplace of Buddhism, into the treatise on
the Western Region, it included that area, which had maintained an independent
order based on Buddhism, into the “outside area” #}lfof the Four Barbarians that
did not recognize the “courtesy” of China, and thereby developing multi-
dimensional distinctions among the Four Barbarians.

Thus “The First Four Histories,” influenced by domestic and foreign affairs
from the era of Emperor Wu of the Former Han Dynasty to the early stage of the
Liu-Song Dynasty of the Six Dynasties, positioned multi-dimensional barbarians
from the “outside” into the dynastic histories on the basis of the concept of the Four
Barbarians.

THE ORIGIN OF THE IDEA OF HANIZATION, OR SINICIZATION #ifk
HORIUCHI Junichi

Xiaowendi #347, 6 Emperor of the Northern Wei Dynasty, enforced various
policies that have been called Hanhua {#4t, which can be translated as Hanizaion or
Sinicization in English. The word Hanhua, or Kanka in its Japanese reading, is in
general use and is seen in school textbook and the like. But Hanhua was not found
in earlier historical texts. Moreover, recent research has shown that these policies
were not intended to bring about Sinicization. This paper aims to clarify where the
idea of Hanhua came from.

Xiaowendi's reforms were seen by his contemporaries as a restoration of older
Chinese dynasties such as the Zhou or the Han. They were not understood in terms
of cultural or ethnic matters. After 10" century, this reformation came to be called
“vong Xia bian Yi” JE#HE, or “change barbarians by Chinese culture.” This
phrase shows that Xiaowendi's reformation was recognized as a cultural matter
between northern barbarians and central Chinese at that time. This understanding
lasted until 20" century.

The modern discipline of history come into existence in Japan at the end of 19"
century. The first generation of scholars explained Xiaowendi's reformation as a
restoration as had contemporaries of Xiaowendi. In the 20" century, Japanese
scholars started to use the term Shinaka ZZHAY. (Sinicization), and then Kanka



