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As a Text Directed to Goto:
A Study on Haruki Murakami’s “An Independent Organ”

Yuki Sakaki

Abstract

Haruki Murakami’s short story “An Independent Organ” has so far been read as a heterosexual love story
because it is a short story based on the concept of “a man who loses a woman,” and because the narrative of
Tokai and “Tokai’s girlfriend” is the main focus of this novella. In this first-person story, “I” narrate the story
of Tokai as valuable, poisoned by the norm of loving one person, getting married, and having children, but
the storyteller’s value judgment is shaken by Tokai’s girlfriend’s actions. By focusing on Goto, who works as
Tokai’s secretary, this paper exposes this heterosexual norm and reads objections to it, given the nature of

the text addressed to Goto.
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