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The Solace of Artemis

I read that every polar bear alive has mitochondrial DNA
from a common mother, an Irish brown bear who once
roved out across the last ice age, and I am comforted.

It has been a long hot morning with the children of the machine,

their talk of memory, of buying it, of buying it cheap, but I, 5
memory keeper by trade, scan' time coded in the golden hive mind
of eternity. I burn my books, I burn my whole archive:

a blaze that sears, synapses® flaring cell to cell where

memory sleeps in the wax hexagonals of my doomed and melting comb.?
I see him loping towards me across the vast ice field 10
to where I wait in the cave mouth, dreaming my cubs about the den,

my honied ones, smelling of snow and sweet oblivion.
For Catriona Crowe
‘The Solace of Artemis’ by Paula Meehan is reproduced by kind permission of

the poet.
Paula Meehan, The Solace of Artemis (Dublin: Dedalus Press, 2023), 15.

1 scan: & A DI AR {FHANS, BET %,

2 synapses: ¥ F 7 AEZ O OMBEMINBOE AT T, LROIBHICH Db > T b,
MR OIZEZ AT o

3 comb: C ZCid honeycomb ®Z & T, NFDH,
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TVTFIADELE

BT 55 TORMEAE I P22 F) 70 DNA 28T 5
ORI~ TANVT Y RO <oy &ifw7- DNA &
BRI AR L2 = ARFEAHE L L% Co
BROBROT L b 725 & B S L7 5 B /F

HRAGAEYDEET D AE)EH) HHIE THROMFHIZ
RO AREOSBOBOEOLICH EFNIZME AF ¥ VT 5,
FIIHTOAREZRES HFHEEMLTERERT—

WMZ AP Ml SMla~NE B E %D F TR I T

SUEDIRD  EAEOEDLTFIEITTOLIADBROED BB AIIZEENT,
FICIZRZ D EDPKBETEDINTL B0 JEKZKEZHY )

TR OAYITREOROBEANE (A L0IE AHIZWAROT-RE-EDZL
BOMEDLET L FLEHOSHOFY ST 5 X

2 F)FF e 2 aTIEHFET
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FERO

TUT I A (Artemis) 13F ) ¥ THEEO LM T, 0 —<ME{ED T A T F 12
M2, RERNE L BAEV. SN — 2 HROBMOR K725 728k
DEYNIRDTH LW2AH ), LA T, TITIAEIDFEOEAL [T
ANT vy ROy~ OFH#EMTH LD LRI, WEIZRY 2~ %,
REORKIODEBS T VT I REE 2, COFROFHEY T, FAI— NV EDE
%o

TANVT Y FORIIB L Z—HERICHE L 720 ZRZ0EHETHERS
M, MERED DNA S 5 22 8 7zs & B 1I2I1E# @ DNH IZBAF 3 % Jussife
FIEMANTVDEZ L Gh ol TOFHIZT ) LAMFEREICS VA L —
Va v EHFTEIMTVLS, FORRICHLDIE. HOWBEWIFILET S5
HEDCHEMTH S,

WIIBIBOREOBAI GV AT N TV D, K bAmoriE. $4b
LA TR %2 5 DNA IS Z Ty ## (machine 15). v (mind 1.6)
Y (booksl7) TH2., ZZTH [L] OEMIE [Eik] = [h] 1

I-NAVIERHALLTOEL O ZRLEORE LMKZLEEZEZ TS
(memory keeper by trade 1.6) o 53K 7 £ V5 ¥ FOFFE AN K TYRE. ik,
FMERATELIEDPEHEHIIDH L L) 72, LROBEMEED T E LTI
AR & FH & OLHA IR~ ERIT L2 BT Z0Ud TR (2>
TRbOENDOH D, 2OTULAFIOFICLHINTWVE, I =V iEHk
UN—BHITFHLERD, RITFUDLICANTBITIE IV, Lo Twd, &
RV THOEEDRNZDHFHIME D BIZHAZATELDIZAES b L,

ANDHENDREY AT 2 EANATEOWERDEL D TRHY Vo Twb EWnI,
ZokH, ZOFTIE L) LT [RE] OREEF L) ANATED
R THLEDOHLE LTRIEENR TS, BEOTH T L LTHANMLE
MiF. [AFxy 2] LEHIETHDE [KREOELOUDED.LIZH NI
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B ] T# A (Iscan--time coded in the golden hive mind / of eternity 11.6-7)» ¥
ADEZ2 5 [WHE] Oy ey 25, Z0ELLFDWZRIUIAD S Tw
o MEIDDFEFENT [kE] O—MIHFET S [H] THDH. FHAT [
DHe| (hive 16) @& 7% [0 ICHARTNIZD [ 250K L, B LI
HTEENEHELTH, TO [ PHRANAZDLD%DD, HEPHNDOADL D
OPIIWSPIZENZR Ve NHORRIZE S 5 &) 2B 2R SHEICT
HIENZOFNCE S TOFERDIES ) o I =NV RBEROEIIEG AR
RGN E ST, TNEARELT S L) LREHEZ LT 5,

DR ] LI BFHEIIL ) —EINTL %, [FZ TGRS Eayo
EDDLEFHET T ROBEDOHEDEE DO ANAILIZTLENT] (---where /
memory sleeps in the wax hexagons of my doomed and melting comb 1.8-9) &
W) BT, B OHEE ‘comb’ (19) bR TWw5, TIHh5IdFADKN
O [EDORE] ICHObD LML [RHE] 2SHATYSE Z L2505,
[Earo 5] (doomed). [ Tw <] (melting) &) SHETEESN
Twa7zd, [oR] 2HGTEERNICEBET 22 LRETERVI LD
b0 ZOHIZME 572 [REE] bMPHEDO LNV IITKR I TS L9
o HMAOBEREE220b ) 2 ARICH TN, MRS TER [ h
WZHRT200HOEHICHTE/-DNATH 5, OR L BERIPILET 2 5E
B ANABIE, BRAENOWRIFEN 2% 25) 28 L TWwb,

DEIIELREE NI INT VL0005, HYWREMICER SNIRETH 5,
[HEM DO DOF & 725 ] (the children of the machine 1.4) ASINZ$ 5 [ £
EVELECH) ] L) —ENOFFADHEKE, GHRETHH 2 (their talk
of memory, of buying it, of buying it cheap 15), FE#: W E &N 3 [HH Z & ]
(buying) 1. FEEHOWLE LT® [ X% ] (memory) (243 55 Akl
BEBL T TS, NI EZ BT 50 TIER L, [H#YZEEL
H%r % %1%3 % (I burn my books, I burn my whole archive 1.7)o [FA] 134k
EEVOWM S EZBH L TVDEDREA 9, T2 THETREIE 19 OIS
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B H b LEE 2T AL DEREES ) 2 RLTE) TlERV. 2O
ML [FAEEEe] (Iread 11) THRE D, DA VAL —T g v &k o7zl
WMITMATHELNZD D bh D, T2 TOFTHLESFROTY ¥V
LICEBKLZT—F A b GEFREAN). # MY A F - 71y (Catriona
Crowe) IZHEIFHNTWAE720, LM S N5 2 & N EMRIEOR
FT5ObDIEI— N VICE%L, CLAKIALIZWE W) RFFEDH L 2 LT
HENTHE, EWMEREL [A] ORRIEBTHY, ChEBWIIC &I
EoT. B2 RYNIZL72VoraHELLI L LTS L) THDS,
KRELZOFRLEE72DRAG I E TR AL ENTILRDESLH 3=V
M) & TR AHBICE > TEAZRBERERDODIZOWVT, RO X
INTFE-> TV 5,
BELVI)DBDORFAETLDOTTh. H2DITBEL ORI TL 29 H. FHiE
HWOBETHVEET, HAFWAZLIEHD T iBENEMKITIRAIK
Lo TERIIDY FTRAN, 4L 25HHEZHED L) BIRTORRICAIEM
BEOTFOLNFE T, METLHEIICHBRT 20T,
(Is there such a thing as a past? Or is there only a relationship with that past? Poetry
can be a tool for excavation. Do you dig? Remembering for its own sake wouldn’'t

interest me, but memory as agent for changing the present appeals to me greatly. But

you go back before you go forward.)*

(XY ZHESCE) | L) SEBOAOFAOEIUEIT S T T iz
M5, Gl & 3HRETHH D 20 LITHALBEFMELS T h T
ZEHEEIND, HIZRZAZWERE V) MEORIFIZY =2 7 LD F L —
VICERLND, T2 AEVIIEHEOT =Y EEICLETH L, KRR
DAEY) ZHERL T—HME L2 Oh, $REZOPITOVTIE, M2 T%
RLLENHHIEH9 . ilEE T 27 EICEL HEVIEAEIAT A v T

4 Eileen O’Halloran, Kelli Maloy, and Paula Meehan,'An Interview with Paula
Meehan’, Contemporary Literature 43.1 (2002), 13.
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FHiERZ L) 82 THIlBT AL ELHA725 9 WRREHIE B
T END . TV 7 MEENZZREARIFICHZ 2 D H 5. T OEK
TREBIVEZEZPOTHRVIEEITEI VLD o7t b E X 5. ML
72T7ANT Y FDE 7 <0 DNA DD = 2 — AZFAZ [25%5 5 o
W b] L) LEEEIAN T, SRR [TV TIAOLESLE] OBENITH S,
BEA ZOFICERINTVARVA, I = ViId [REFICELIOIZAMTIE R
Wb L] L) iR IR 5 2 L BR L 22h o 7 &) 72,0 AR
WO, AEV ZFEOATN (W] 2R IUEL 7Y 5 VERMIZE N
IRAEBIE, BERCHOGEEIMIED 2 HAEDL I LS, bEALALTODN
R E RO OEY SO DAEL B\,

[FAx R 5] (I see him-- 110) T FE 2 AT 2MD < { b, I
[FA] LALMREDISIRD ¥ — > Tdh %o [R] KA D [7TA VTV For
72 L LNGEV, HAEVEIIICWEDIESEEXLILBEED S v TV
Db LN, RIS X o TIBOKAET . JLHAEIZ R 2 IR 12 i
PNTVEEVI, [FA] EI =NV TEH D, i ANIFAEIC R - 72 H 5 % 1%
L. ALEWoRGEOWEEICEVEZRETWLD725 9, NEFZOMHHS
HAZTH, MOEYDON M) THREESN D AOREND 205 Lk v, K
W A A% NUAOMEPDTH KT T NELES ) 298 2 Lidfhn
W20 BEDLI Do BADRVHOWDFOHRDZEHITH L o

ARIEE (C—KOO=ZAE " v AFvaFrviearyssz AR
BUBLBATA VS v FeiFodik s B ) OREED—EHTH 5.

5  Paula Meehan, Imaginary Bonnets with Real Bees in Them (The Poet’s Chair: Writings
Sfrom the Ireland Chair of Poetry) (Dublin: University College Dublin Press, 2016), p.29.



