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3 Wulf & Dudis (2005: 322) (35 {£4yE(12B L T “different parts of the exact same signer’s body are
partitioned into zones that should be interpreted as parts of distinct entities.” & B~~TW5H, 72
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Body Partitioning and Fuseji:
Multiple Subjects in a Single Utterance

Abstract

This article analyzes body partitioning, a phenomenon widely observed in signed language in
general, as it is manifested in Japanese Sign Language. Body partitioning occurs when different
parts of the speaker’s body are used in a single utterance to represent the corresponding body parts
that each belong to different participants (e.g., the speaker’s right hand and left hand correspond
to Taro’s right hand and Hanako’s left hand, respectively). After describing how body partitioning
is indicated in this language, this article shows that one of the uses of body partitioning arises
from the motivation it shares with Japanese fuseji (euphemism in written language which replaces

or deletes graphemes), i.e., the motivation to convey conflicting thoughts at the same time.

Keywords: Japanese Sign Language, body partitioning, fiiseji, the theory of polyphony
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