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Reconsidering Metacinema of Federico Fellini:
The “General” Reflexivity in Cinema

Ikuya KANDA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary The aim of this essay is to rethink reflexivity in the cinema, focusing on the Italian filmmaker

Federico Fellini (1920-1993). “

Exposing the apparatus,”

is one of the most characteristic aspects of Fellini’s

films. Fellini showed characters dancing on a set in § %, exposed the TV backstage in Ginger e Fred, and

appeared as a director himself in Roma.

This essay examines “exposing the apparatus” from the perspective of film/fiction theory, to argue that his
reflexivity has a wider range. Section 1 reviews Christian Metz’s theory of reflexivity. Drawing on Nagai

Hitoshi’s “Transcendental Nanchattebility,”
framework and applies reflexivity to the “general”

this section traces how E la Nave Va goes beyond Metz’s
shots. Section 2 links Metz to the fiction theory that
developed in the 1990s after the death of Metz. Using Gerard Genette’s “Metalepsis,”

this section finds that

the “general” reflexivity is also in Intervista. Section 3 discusses how Fellini re-creates fiction again after his

“exposing apparatus,”

referring to Miura Toshihiko’s “Infinite levels of Make-believe.”

I conclude by arguing that Fellini’s reflexivity is not only the explicit, such as the look into the camera or
the director’s cameo, but also implicit, to be applied to the general shots.

Keywords: Fellini, Metacinema, Film Theory, Fiction Theory



