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Japanese Film and Fashion:
In the case of Ko Nakahira’s Streetlight

Chihiro TATSUMI

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This paper considers the costume designers who designed western clothes for Japanese
contemporary films by surveying the film industry from 1940s to the time when the studio system was in
operation in 1950s. First, I discuss the significance of costume designers by clarifying their position and roles
in the film industry. In post-war period, those who could “design western clothes” came to be in demand with
the increase in contemporary films. Secondly, I examine the fact that many films on people in the fashion
industry were being produced in 1950s by drawing on Masahito Inoue’s concept of “dressmaking culture”.
At the time, women increasingly began attending dressmaking schools, and Hanae Mori, a graduate of such a
school, took charge of costume design in the film industry. Lastly, I discuss Ko Nakahira’s Streetlight
(1957) focusing on film costumes. Specifically, I demonstrate the factors that attracted the audience to its
fashion—-themed narrative by analyzing Hanae Mori’s female costumes, using the theory of phenomenology,
and comparing the original novel and the film version.



