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The “Reconciliation” of “The Wild Rose” in the Taiwanese film “Cape no. 7":
A combination in leitmotif derives a non-dominant representation of Japan

Naoki HARAGUCHI

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This paper seeks to clarify the existence of heightened Taiwanese nationalism inherent in the
work through a focus on the Japanese representation in “reconciliation.”

In “Cape no. 7,” which is structured as a backstage musical, music plays a driving role in the story. The
combination of the leitmotivs of “/945” and “the Wild Rose” and the lyrics of “the Wild Rose” reveal the
“reconciliation” between the Japanese teacher and Taiwanese Tomoko Kojima.

While the theme of “71945” was replaced by “the Wild Rose” in a way that incorporated the musical
characteristics of “7/945,” the overall arrangement of the music in the last sequence gave a repressive
impression to “/945,” and the Japanese teacher’s thoughts were shown as part of “the Wild Rose.” On the
other hand, “the Wild Rose” also has not lost any of its musical characteristics. As a result, “/945" has
become something of a non-dominant representation of Japan, and rather than “reconciliation,” there is
subsumption, which means that a certain concept is subsumed into a higher concept.

As aresult, “Cape no. 7" shows not only reconciliation between ethnic groups, but also the subsumption of
Japanese people. Considering the multiple motifs related to Japan’s imperialist policies in the work and the
origin of Taiwanese nationalism, it is thought that the heightened Taiwanese nationalism in “Cape no. 7" was
brought about by the synergistic effect of the reconciliation of ethnic groups and the subsumption of Japanese
people.



