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Summary The purpose of this paper is to examine a new framework for capturing the professionalism of
full-time Japanese language teachers working in Japanese language schools. So far, the discussion on the
professionalism of Japanese language teachers has shifted from the ‘technical rationality’ model to
‘humanity’, refection and even ‘field’ transformation skills. However, in order to understand the
professionalism of teachers in Japanese language schools, play institutionally a multifaceted role, it is
necessary to discuss it beyond the personal sphere. In previous discussions of the expertise of Japanese
language teachers, there have been strategies for teachers to adapt to the social environment, but there has
never been discussion from the perspective of how to design a social environment in which teachers’ expertise
can be utilized. Therefore, this paper undertook a literature review on teacher professionalism in English
language pedagogy to explore valid concepts. As a result, although few in number, studies were extracted that
focused on the social conditions surrounding teachers, particularly the work environment. As a new
perspective, this study should be useful for future research on Japanese language teacher professionalism.



