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On the Significance and Genesis of Concept of “Symbol” in Ernst Cassirer:
From a viewpoint of his standpoint and orginality in
the context of Marburger Neo—Kantianism

Fumitaka SHIMOYAMA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This paper aims to clarify the significance and genesis of Ernst Cassirer’s concept of the
“Symbol.” To achieve this goal, the paper addresses two key questions: firstly, where Cassirer stands within
the systems of Marburger Neo—Kantianism, and secondly, how he chronologically constructs the concept of
the Symbol. The first question is resolved by comparing his thoughts with those of his most influential teacher,
Hermann Cohen. The answer suggests that their central task is to explore the mediation of intuition and
understanding, but their methods are distinct from each other. Specifically, Cohen approaches this task from a
perspective of reality, while Cassirer does so from a viewpoint of causality. Moving on to the second question,
the paper considers the evolution of the concept of the Symbol from “Substanzbegriff und Funktionsbegriff” to
“Zur Einsteinschen Relativitdtstheorie.” Tt is argued that the Symbol, initially constructed in “Substanzbegriff’
und Funktionsbegriff,” undergoes transformation, albeit in limited ways, becoming a regulative concept in
“Kants Leben und Lehre.” Furthermore, the regulative Symbol-concept is generalized in “Relativi-
titstheorie.” Consequently, the paper asserts that Cassirer expands the application of the symbol through
re-readings of Kant and the incorporation of the theory of relativity.



