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On poetry born of “dramatic collisions” with reality:
With a focus on Czestaw Milosz during the Nazi occupation

Yutaro YAMAMOTO

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary Shortly after the war, a controversy arose between the poet Czestaw Milosz and the critic
Kazimierz Wyka. According to Wyka, Mitosz’s wartime poetry was marked by ‘the pursuit of the beauty as an
individual’ and ‘the pursuit of ethical and moral values as a citizen’, and of these two antithetical pursuits, the
poet was exclusively escaping reality in the former. That is why he condemned the poet. This view is not less
valid today, but Mitosz, on the other hand, argued that there are no two ‘pursuits’ that are in opposition to each
other, and concluded that what he could write at the time was “the most complicated poetry”, born of
“dramatic collisions” with reality.

This article takes the above argument as a starting point to confirm what is the ‘most complicated poetry’ in
which the two ‘pursuits’ do not contradict each other. Focusing on the poems in which Wyka thought that the
poet is ‘pursuing beauty as an individual’, and paying attention to Mitosz’s response, this paper examines,
among other things, the ironies, contrasts in the works and the subject of the poem. In this way, it will be made
clear that the frameworks of ‘the pursuit of beauty’ and ‘the pursuit of ethical and moral values’, and of ‘an
individual’ and ‘a citizen’, are linked to each other. Finally, it will be confirmed that why Mitosz tried to create
the “most complicated poem” out of “dramatic collisions” with reality.



