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About the Origin of Yu Xin’s Epitaph:
Focusing on the relationship with the “Epitaph of Xiao Zizhao,
Governor of Yingzhou”

Jinqing CHEN

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary This paper discusses the relationship between the Epitaph of Yu Xin and the “Epitaph of Xiao
Zizhao, the governor of Yingzhou” ( the following refer to “Xiao Jing Epitaph”) contained in the “Konin
Bunkan Shirin”. It has been argued that Yu Xin’s Epitaph inherited Cai Yong’s Epitaph and the epitaph of the
Northern Dynasties all the time. However, in the Epitaph of Yu Xin, there are also manifestations of the
Southern Dynasties’ Epitaph. In particular, there are many similarities with “Xiao Jing Epitaph”. This paper
discusses why Yu Xin used the expression of “Xiao Jing Epitaph”.

First, the traces of the Southern Dynasty’s Epitaph on Yu Xin’s. Secondly, the similar expression and
structure of Yu Xin’s Epitaph and “Xiao Jing Epitaph”. In addition, why Yu Xin used “Xiao Jing Epitaph”.
The reason for this is that Liu Xia, Yu Wenguang, and Zheng Chang, the owners of tombs, on which Yu Xin
used the “Xiao Jing Epitaph”, have something in common with Xiao Jing in character and life. Furthermore,
as a background to this, after clarifying that Yu Xin had a close relationship with Emperor Yuan, I also
examined the period when Yu Xin read the “Xiao Jing Epitaph”.



