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Enjoying Ise Monogatari in Nakaoke Bon Ise Monogatari Ehon

Haruhi MUTO

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary Ise Monogatari has been illustrated in a number of picture scrolls, however, most of these scrolls
only depict a select number of scenes from the story. Nakaoke Bon Ise Monogatari Ehon (referred to below
as Nakaoke Bon) produced in the late Muromachi period contains almost all of the illustrations from all 125
chapters of Ise Monogatari, and has short sidenotes in each illustration. These features provide important
clues that clarify how the author of Nakaoke Bon understood the story. Therefore, this study compared the
illustrations and the sidenotes in Nakaoke Bon with 13 different commentaries of Ise Monogatari. It was
found Nakaoke Bon were most similar to the commentaries of Reizenke Ryu, even in chapters that were not
pointed out in previous studies. On the other hand, Nakaoke Bon has chapters that show different
interpretations of the story from the commentaries. This could be due to the author’s superficial interpretation
of the text. So, he was not a person with a high level of understanding of classical literature.

In this way, Nakaoke Bon has both chapters that are based on its commentaries and those which are original
interpretations. This could be because the author drew pictures referring to the notes written in manuscript of
Ise Monogatari that he had on hand, while he drew his own interpretations of the text for the chapters on
which he had no notes.
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