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Shinto Activities in Medicine and Social welfare

Iyo KANEDA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary Throughout world, from East to West, medicine and social welfare have developed hand in hand
with religion. However, little research has examined the relationship of medicine and social welfare to Shinto,
the traditional religion of Japan. This paper overviews medical and welfare businesses currently conducted by
Shinto practitioners, to clarify their characteristics and the role that Shinto plays for people with illnesses and
disabilities.

This survey located 12 Shinto medical and welfare businesses, established by priests with a sense of social
mission for their communities. Although most of them present the appearances of public facilities without
emphasizing their religious dimensions, they embody traditional Shinto religious beliefs.

Our research reveals that these Shinto businesses derived not from any idea of helping the socially vulnerable,
but rather from Shinto views of God, the world, and human beings; the purpose of such activities was to
contribute to the survival or development of their communities.
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