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Pilgrimage of Gurdwaras in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan:
Sikhs’ Yatra (journeys) in the Digital Archives of The Times of India

SUNAGA Emiko

Pakistan issues pilgrimage visas to Indian Sikhs in compliance with the ‘1974 Protocol on
Visits to Religious Institutions.” In 2018, the Pakistan High Commission Office in New Delhi
issued 3,800 visas to Indian Sikhs. Indian pilgrims enter Pakistan through the Wagah border by
rail or road and undertake pilgrimage to several sites. Large groups are organised, especially
on the death anniversaries of gurus, the Vaisakhi (harvest festival) in April and the Guru Nanak
Jayanti festival in November. For a few days every year in November, thousands of Sikhs
gather at the city of Nankana Sahib in Pakistan to celebrate Guru Nanak Gurpurab—the birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism. They arrive from India, the Middle East,
the UK, Europe, Canada, the US, and all over the world. It is one of the biggest pilgrimages
in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. In this paper, focussing on the Sikh community, I clarified
the historical situation of minority pilgrimages that has received very little attention in Pakistan
and explored the social significance of these pilgrimages. An attempt was made to locate
relevant articles from archives of The Times of India, an Indian newspaper, to reconstruct the

historical narrative.
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F1 NFRY BT ETN - F—F 7 IES B

X SFIRD AR
1 7 hvo Gurdwara Panja Sahib (Hasan Abdal)
2 Chaki Sahib
3 | 7/¥a27—r7—7— |Gurdwara Rori Sahib (Eminabad)
4 Khoi Bhai Lalu (Eminabad)
5 7TxT— b Gurdwara Kir Bawa Sahib (Jai Sukh, Tahsil Phalia)
6 AR N Gurdwara Choa Sahib (Rohtas)
7 Dera at Chahal (Police Station Barki)
8 Dharamsala Nankiana (Alpa, Tahsil Lahore)
9 Dharamsala Chhota Nankiana (Manga Chhota)
10 FHR=) Dharamsala Sat Guru Nanak (Lahore)
11 Gurdwara and Tank (Jahman village)
12 Gurdwara at Ghawindi (Police Station Barki)
13 Gurdwara at Kanganpur (Tahsil Chuniyan)
14 Gurdwara (Dipalpur)
15 o Gurdwara Nanak Jaagir (Tahsil Okara)
ETAY) —
16 Gurdwara Nanaksar (Harappa)
17 Gurdwara Tibba Baba Nanak Sahib (Chak I/EB, Tahsil Okara)
18 DNVE = Gurdwara Diwan Chawali Mashaykh (Chak 317, Tahsil Vehari)
19 Gurdwara Bal Lila (Nankana)
20 Gurdwara Janam Asthan (Nankana)
21 Gurdwara Kiara Sahib (Nanakana)
22 PR ES Gurdwara Mal Ji Sahib
23 Gurdwara Maulvi Patti (Nankana Sahib)
24 Gurdwara Sachcha Sauda (Chauharkana)
25 Gurdwara Tambo Sahib (Nankana)
26 Gurdwara Bairi Sahib (Sialkot)
27 7 —)va—h Gurdwara Baoli Sahib (Sialkot)
28 Gurdwara Darbar Sahib (Kartarpur)
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B2, A Y R ERFRS OB R BRPEAL L7 2 812X ) KALDEA D RO Lo T
720 19724R13, WY 7T 72 a Ml D7z0, 4 ¥ b ORLFRIRES N L o7ze LT
19744 OFLFETIE, B3 WAVSEGFZIRA, A 2 F25OKALEFDS LIES @iz Tz Z &t
IV B

INFAY DBUFIE. A4 ZEBERILED T - F—F 7 OARREHIISHT 572012, 11H
26H2”S512H2HECOI VT —F— - F v h—F - = T \OMEZHFTT LI LICH
L7z MBEAEER, SFRXFY v oZoEria~xr = 7V F7— 7 —FhEg RS
2720 CORERTIE, BT AORILED Z OF L ZFR LN T2 2 L 23FTENn5
DPIARYTZ, 1969 LSk, ZD 7 FT— T — %35 KED S ORILE E Vv,

[The Times of India 1974 (October 26)]

IRF 2L YBUFRSRALEFEREROMA LR L o724 S H Y [The Times of India
1952 (October 23)], BUOEITIEEH L 1) b, BETIHICEICE DR WS A 2 2 7 CTRFIREDS
FATENIZE V) HFE L REEEZ T W7z [The Times of India 1953 (May 27)]. il b ®kLEZ IR
BCEDOD, B AL 724ED H D [The Times of India 1985 (March 5)],

CDEHI AT FRENRFAY UADA A 7 BIEROBILOFEIIT I H > 7275, RILBFOEE
)7 A T ERMBROBRT T EMEE 2 D L WICARERRIICS HENTELI LDbh b,

IV. 5bDIC
1. 24 28T 47 AKT7DRIL

AFTIE A Y BRONFRAY YANDA A 7 HBILZO VT, O & RALOERE A H T ]
DTFTIINT =D ATHROHELCE AV K- 8F 27 2B A KEUT ISR % 7 ZH
HBIRICENFE SN TE 205, BIAOFHRKIER F I 20184FED 71 )b & — )b 7 — )L &AL Bt o B i
WZD%D o7,

BRI, SF AT UNRZTAND S ) —DDA4 7HBALETH L, T4 T ARTIZOWTHN
Tove WEIMEED A ¢ 7 BEEB L2 2007 AL AED HNTBY .. 0% AR MR Fl
ISR ZRB(E L 72 7V — 7 Td B [Singh 19931, BA%LE LCIEKE., A5, 4 FY A,
“L—=37, 54, UAE, A5 ) 7. A5 BIUAF) AHETOFRELREDNH D, A1 7H
T4 T ARTIE, 1970FERD 5. 4 v FRELHNRZBELOMTORILE HD TV D 2 LA
HIN T 5 [Tatla 1998], HAEIX, FHTAL 7T I 227 4 ORKIZDO W TEEGRT R ST
\»% [Dusenbery 2008],
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AA VBT AT ARTIE, WAR—= NEREFIRILE V) ZODT NV T—=Umb, A2 RN
F R IANDFEFRDPIT R T Do 72,

A4 THERILE, AFIHhHA Y FAa—>a~v=- F T —5—FEEERE &,
(Hg) BV, B F YO 4 7 BHEN SHBE &R 22T T& 7z, (PlE) S.G.PC. 12id,
HNTHIVZT ATVEOY 4 7EFETI =T 1 LA, A FFICbHEE —op
DOBEBEX DD, ZDX ) HERXIE, ZEAOREFLZ R BT LELhoTHEY, &8
NEAZDENZ LA SDPONETHEET LI EDMHEINTYD, LH, ZLDI—T )
DAL 7 EEL, BEESOTIEO2DI2A » FNOENET 27 7 7~ B BE L7,
[The Times of India 1924 (July 21)]

20164F, YU HR—NVEMELETLIFERTINVT A —F - A4 ¥ 7RI bzl —
IREAZT VBB AA 2 EBOV TV —] & [ ER—hbn iz EiE INFRT LIZBIT A
A4 THEDOLH Y —] ) RITL % HFE TR LR 2% 072 [Singh 2016, 2018], & 5127 A
VHDTNVE =) Aq v 7 - Xy XTITEF [A 4 7 B o#EE—FESE % # 2 ] [Pannu 2019]
2T, HBENLZBEROAINVY — VT =V EED, AEFTO 7NV K7 —F— 1T Lfkr ik L
T, MK AAIETATART TH 5,

T 27 DAD S ORALE O NFULAAEEIMER S 5, ZOHMI=Z2HD. )1 ¥ FDOAA
JEE L e ) ALY DARET, HUSPES LBOLEF TABETE 5 2 & i) BIFIIHEEIHR
TR THEMPDHDLZENFETHND,

EOFICE DL, VWHREED S RIBMICRZ D A 1 7, thoILELEZRY, 7V K
T=7—RHES T TAR-NVORTIVEEEFOML L LT HHIE) AV XIS T
F U —F = T EREHHEER/N SV — T TRHiL A Y 5 ORELE O/ Bk &
TEBNZHEfh L Tz, [The Times of India 1984 (November 14)]

2. WAy 5 BDEBE WA

FRATEHE % 38 L 728FL Y 7= DB A UE, /8% A8 Y RIFICIEA v FESF 2y VxR
r— X% &5 [Australian Sangat Nankana Sahib Charitable Organisation Incorporated n.d.; Nankana
Sahib Travel & Tour n.d.; Toppa 2019]. 2O & 9 ZAAED & ORALFIIHEETH D . /SF A8 VB
WHASER GO BEEZNAR L EZ T0D,.

TIOINT = NA TP onril e LTRURTOE T AL ORLEOES . KELE T
HEFSNFAEOK DL . MVAIITHD LTnd, 720 Kilidk, EEL 2 WEREROE, KE
DOFERLERE LOBHTHIEIZEVAENL Z LD LIELIEH L. A4 7HT 1 T AKRTOK
FLEEBLTY, «%ﬁ@kﬁi@imwv«w EL TRy,

A4 7 BBILOFEL, BHELTOA VT IPEMEINT RN LIZH b, WVy— T —
WRFyH—F =T EFELREMPAN O BT E AT S m T, T LB e b L
TWwhe THIZK L, 20184FD A & T — Y EUELIRE, /SF 28 Y EUFFZBOL I EZ HIEL TB D .
T=Na— b0y Ry —SEE, VY —  OLBGEIFOERET &0, FEY — ) XA S EDE
WM AAA TV Do /3% 28 VEURFBOGRFE S . ZNE T Ly 2 7 7% EAu5 L id &
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LB LTCWZ 82 BIEL. IV — LT —VDOF NV T—F—DENE T TH A DMy T
N=VIF BT L, FHBOUGIIEY Lz Z2ATHL [PTDC 20211,

L5 0

<HHE - MERERC>

JKEFET 2013 [ AT —AEEE LTONFAY VB AERSHI [TV 7 -7 7Y 7 Hid
WFgel 12(2), pp. 157-191.

Abbasi, Abdus Sattar. 2021. Tourism Destinations in Pakistan. Lahore: Allied Book Company.

Askari, Y. 2019. “Kartarpur: The Corridor of Hope,” Destinations: Across Pakistan 21, pp.104-107.

Bainiwal, T. S. 2020. “Religious and Political Dimensions of the Kartarpur Corridor: Exploring
the Global Politics behind the Lost Heritage of the Darbar Sahib,” Religions 11(11), p. 560.
<DOI:10.3390/rel11110560>.

Census of India. 2001. Religion. Delhi: Office of the Registrar General & Census Commissioner,
India.

Cole, W. O. and P. S. Sambhi. 1978. The Sikhs: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices. Portland:
Sussex Academic Press. (i & iR 1986 [ 7 #i—#Fe L ] HEERE)

Dusenbery V. A. 2008. Sikhs at Large: Religion, Culture, and Politics in Global Perspective. Delhi:
Oxford University Press.

Jutla, R. S. 2002. “Understanding Sikh Pilgrimage,” Tourism Recreation Research 27(2), pp.65-72.
<DOI:10.1080/02508281.2002.11081222>.

——. 2006. “Pilgrimage in Sikh Tradition,” in D. Timothy and D. Olsen (eds.), Tourism, Religion
and Spiritual Journeys. London: Routledge, pp. 206-219.
<DOI:10.4324/9780203001073>.

Khan, M. W. K. 2000(1962). Sikh Shrines in West Pakistan. New Delhi: Kalpaz.

Kumar, A. 2021. “Shiromani Akali Dal (1920-2020): Ideology, Strategy, and Support Base,” Sikh
Formations: Religion, Culture, Theory 17(1-2), pp.34-56.
<DOI:10.1080/17448727.2021.1873654>.

Pannu, D. S. 2019. The Sikh Heritage: Beyond Borders. California: Pannu Dental Group.

Qaiser, 1. 1998. Historical Sikh Shrines in Pakistan. Lahore: Punjabi History Board.

Roy, M. I. and M. S. Shaukat. 2020. “Kartarpur Corridor: A Gate Way to Peace in South Asia
(Evolution, Development, Prospects & Implications),” Journal of Politics and International
Studies 6(1), pp. 121-135.

Singh, A. 2016. Lost Heritage: The Sikh Legacy in Pakistan. New Delhi: The Nagaara Trust in
association with Himalayan Books.

. 2018. The Quest Continues: Lost Heritage The Sikh Legacy in Pakistan. New Delhi:

Himalayan Books.

Singh, G. 2020. “The Control of Sacred Spaces: Sikh Shrines in Pakistan from the Partition to the
Kartarpur Corridor,” Sikh Formations: Religion, Culture, Theory 16(3), pp.209-226.
<DOI:10.1080/17448727.2019.1593305>.

188



The Times of India {872 ¥ VAL 7 ¥ a Y HRLEk L7z A 1 7 BIED ik

——. 2021. “Reconsidering Sikh architectureThe Samadhi of Maharaja Ranjit Singh in Lahore,”
Sikh Formations: Religion, Culture, Theory 17(4), pp.519-529.
<DOI:10.1080/17448727.2021.1886403>.

Singh, 1. 2020. “Sikh and Sindhi Hindus: The History and Overlap,” Abstracts of Sikh Studies 22(3),
pp-38-47.

Singh, N. K. 1993. Sikhism. New York: Facts on File.

Talbot, I. 2010. “Pakistan and Sikh Nationalism: State Policy and Private Perceptions,” Sikh
Formations: Religion, Culture, Theory 6(1), pp.63-76.
<DOI:10.1080/17448727.2010.484139>.

Tatla, D. S. 1998. The Sikh Diaspora: The Search for Statehood. London: Routledge.
DOI:10.4324/9780203982600

<HTHER >

The Times of India. 1908-2009. The Times of India.

—. 1908 (November 10). “Sikh Gala Day,” The Times of India.

—. 1924 (July 21). “Sikh Pilgrims from Canada to India,” The Times of India.

—. 1928 (November 29). “Sikh Festival,” The Times of India.

— 1929 (May 8). “Railway Progress in Punjab,” The Times of India.

—. 1935 (November 11). “50,000 Sikh Pilgrims at Nankanasahib Guru Nanak’s Birthday,” The
Times of India.

. 1948 (November 16). “Sikh “jatha” for Nankana Saheb,” The Times of India.

. 1948 (November 15). “Sikh Pilgrimage to Nakana Saheb,” The Times of India.

. 1948 (November 20). “Jatha’s Visit to Nankana Sahib Sikh Leader Gratified,” The Times of

India.

. 1949 (November 4). “Sikh Pilgrims,” The Times of India.

. 1951 (November 16). “Sikh Temples in West Punjab Pilgrim’s Complaint,” The Times of

India.

. 1952 (October 23). “Current Topics: Nankana Sahib Abolishing Pensions,” The Times of
India.

—. 1953 (May 27). “Current Topics: Sikh Pilgrims Mutually Suspicious,” The Times of India.

—. 1954 (March 25). “Pakistan Grants Permission Entry of Pilgrims,” The Times of India.

—. 1957 (May 22). “Karachi Refuses Visas: Sikh Pilgrims,” The Times of India.

—. 1974 (October 26). “Pindi to Allow Sikhs to Visit Nanak Gurdwara,” The Times of India.

— 1984 (November 14). “Indian Sikhs Rebuff Foreign Separatists,” The Times of India.

— 1985 (March 5). “SGPG not to Send Pilgrims to Pak,” The Times of India.

—.2009 (October 13). “Indian Sikh Pilgrims Told to Call off Pak Tour,” The Times of India.

<t T4 VER>
Australian Sangat Nankana Sahib Charitable Organisation Incorporated. n.d. Facebook Page.

<https://www.facebook.com/Australian-Sangat-Nankana-Sahib-Charitable-organisation-

189



A AT — L EFRIIIE 417 % (2024 £ 3 H)

incorporated-2383603371852139/> (20234E11 H30H ).

ETPB (Evacuee Trust Property Board). 2022. Evacuee Trust Property Board.
<https://etpb.gov.pk/about-us/> (20234E11 H30H ).

HCP (High Commission for Islamic Republic of Pakistan). 2018. “Pakistan Issues over 3800 Visas
to Sikh Pilgrims on the Eve of Baba Guru Nanak Birth Anniversary Celebrations,” <https://
pakhcnewdelhi.org.pk/pakistan-issues-over-3800-visas-to-sikh-pilgrims-on-the-eve-of-baba-
guru-nanak-birth-anniversary-celebrations/> (20234F-11 530 H B%).

Nankana Sahib Travel & Tour. n.d. Facebook Page.
<https://www.facebook.com/NANKANASAHIBTOUR/> (20234F11 H30H ).

PTDC (Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation). 2021. Pakistan Tourism Development
Corporation. <https://www.tourism.gov.pk/> (20234F11 H30H FI%).

Toppa, S. 2019. “Sikhs mark Guru Nanak’s 550th Birth Anniversary in Pakistan,” AlJazeera.
<https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/11/12/sikhs-mark-guru-nanaks-550th-birth-anniversary-
in-Pakistan> (20234711 H30H H%).

190



