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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to (1) focus on the trajectory and research of Toru Watanabe
(1918-1995, faculty member of the Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto University), who
led the study of labor movements, social movements in postwar Japan, (2) place his research in
“Postwar Historiography,” focusing on its tension with politics (especially the relationship with
the Japanese Communist Party), and clarify its significance.

From an examination of Watanabe's research from the 1930s to 1960, the following
conclusions were drawn. Until immediately after Japan's defeat in World War II, Watanabe's style
of writing, which was based on his background in economics, was mostly theory oriented.
Gradually, however, his style changed to a dense, empirical historical narrative based on his
extensive research of materials. In addition to the change in writing style, he actively promoted
the reprinting, publication, and lending of materials through joint research. It is thought that his
intention was to fight against the authority of the Japanese Communist Party, to which he
belonged, and to democratize academic knowledge in response to the party’s attempt to control
academic knowledge under its own authority. While conducting joint research, He was also
actively involved in teaching at the Kyoto Jinbun Gakuen and in compiling histories of local social
movements. Moreover, this democratization of academic knowledge was not limited to resistance
to the Japanese Communist Party, but led to a renewal of his own historiography.

Keywords : Toru Watanabe, Postwar History, Kyoto Jinbun Gakuen, Kyoto University, Japanese
Communist Party

—171—



