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£ o TRIEAL L 72 R FIRFIE DO LEB) T 2 FrEFEBO—B L LT, s Tnizrs
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Abstract

In this study, we aimed to clarify the characteristics of the anti-pollution movement “We
want blue sky” conducted by Women's Association in Tobata Ward, Kitakyushu City during
1963-1970. This social movement demonstrated the adverse effects of pollution through research,
publicized the research results through movies, and demanded that industries reduce pollution.
Our main conclusions are as follows:

First, the significance of the “We want blue sky” movement is that women, based on
research, became convinced that their health was adversely impacted by air pollution.
Consequently, they started demanding industries to reduce pollution.

Second, the Women'’s Association made demands to industries considering the economic
interests of the industries. Pollution problems, such as health damage because of sulfur oxides,
which could not be resolved by their demands, were resolved through self-help efforts, such as
planting trees and improving eating habits.

Third, the “non-confrontational” anti-pollution movement of the Women's Association could
not cope with the increase in the sulfur oxide levels in the late 1960s. Furthermore, the association
did not want their activities to become tangled in the left-wing anti—pollution political struggle.
Therefore, Tobata Women's Association ended its anti-pollution movement in 1970.

Keywords : Anti-pollution Movement, Women's Association, New Life Movement, Social Edu-
cation, Eidai Hayashi
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