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Abstract

This paper discusses the process by which the imperial court and temples and shrines
responded to the transformation to a modern state in the Meliji period, focusing on the relationship
between the imperial court and the national politics in the Meiji government through
Magoshichiro Sugi and Sennyuji Temple.

Prior studies on this topic have been viewed in terms of the separation of Shinto and
Buddhism and the state Shinto religion. However, Sugi who held important positions in the
Ministry of the Imperial Household has been overlooked, and the actual situation within the
Ministry of the Imperial Household has not been clarified. This paper shed light on the
relationship between the transformation of Sugi and the Imperial Household Ministry.

In addition to his personal connections with government leaders, Sugi used history and
culture as a medium to enhance his position. Sugi, facing the threat of Western powers, sought a
way for the imperial family in the modern state, considering it to be a matter of national survival.
After the Meiji era, Sugi was greatly involved in the financial relief of Sennyuji Temple, including
its reconstruction and imperial gifts. In conjunction with the funeral of Empress Dowager Eisho,
he made Sennyuji so special that the temple was considered his cemetery.

Nevertheless, the presence of an exquisite moderating force behind the rapid transition, as in
Sugi's attempt to integrate the court noble and military in a way that also encompassed historical
and cultural aspects, suggests that one factor in the Meiji Restoration’s success in establishing a
modern state free from external crises was the presence of a moderating force behind the rapid
transition.

Keywords : Sugi Magoshichiro, The Imperial Household Department, Sennyuji Temple, The Meiji
Restoration and the Imperial Family, The Imperial Court and National Politics
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