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Summary

This paper discusses the history of railway suicide in Japan; in doing so, it explores what
technology is. Railway suicide is quite common in contemporary Japan; anyone living in a
metropolis in the country can be exposed to it in their daily life. However, in the early days of
railway transportation, officials were amazed at the phenomenon, as they had never imagined
that such a thing could happen. How has railway suicide, which was initially unthinkable, become
part of our everyday lives? The history of railway suicide in Japan has three phases. In the 1870s,
when only a small number of people used trains, the phenomenon was called fetsudo ojo. At the
time, most people lived in a world centered on walking. In this sense, fefsudo 0jo may be
considered another way to use trains for those living in the world of walking. In the 1900s, railway
suicide increased tremendously, and the phenomenon began to be called rekishi. In those days,
many people used trains to commute in the metropolises. The poor, who never took the train,
often laid their bodies on the tracks when they struggled in life. Their bodies were often left as
they were found, which shocked those living in the railway world. In the 1930s, passengers
started jumping in front of trains, which was a brand-new phenomenon at the time. This form of
suicide was called tobikomi jisatsu. By this time, the railway world had swallowed up everyone in
the metropolises—the entire urban population used trains on a daily basis. In such a phase,
tobtkomi jisatsu was considered a disturbance of the order of the transportation system, which
should be resolved as soon as possible. As a result, railways—a huge technological complex
surrounding us—became an manufactured environment that creates order in our daily lives.

Keywords : railway suicide, manufactured environment, transportation system, technological
complex, daily life
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