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Abstract

During the Tenmei period in the late 18th century (1781-1789), numerous regions of Japan
experienced a food crisis. Miyanaga Shoun, an agronomist from the Tonami Plain, expressed his
concerns regarding this crisis and wrote a book on farming titled “Shika Nogyodan” (Private
Agricultural Discourse) to raise awareness regarding poor harvests and famines. “Shika
Nogyodan” shed light on the circumstances surrounding the poor harvests in the Tonami Plain
during that period.

The poor harvest was caused by a flood that occurred on July 10-11 in Tenmei 3 (1783). The
flood was triggered by heavy rainfall. However, owing to deforestation in the upper reaches of the
rivers, sediment flowed into the rivers, thereby increasing the risk of river flooding whenever it
rained. Thus, heavy rain in these circumstances could be the fundamental cause of the flood.

Furthermore, upon examining the agricultural management, it becomes apparent that
“Hyakusyo” (cultivators) with limited assets were unable to raise livestock, and therefore,
could not obtain a self-produced fertilizer known as “kyuhi” (barnyard manure). Consequently,
they had no choice but to purchase “hoshika” (dried sardines), which were expensive because of
poor fishing yields, thus adding to the financial pressures of their agricultural operations. This
was considered to contribute to the poor harvests as well.

Keywords : Tenmei period, poor harvest, Tonami Plain, Miyanaga Syoun, “Shika Nogyodan”
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