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Preface

Most of the articles in this volume are based on talks at the 55th International Conference 
on Sino-Tibetan Languages and Linguistics (ICSTLL-55) held from September 15th to 
18th, 2022. ICSTLL-55 was supported by JSPS KAKENHI Grant Number (S) 18H5219, 
“A Study on the Historical Development of the Sino-Tibetan Languages and their 
Typological Geography” (headed by IKEDA Takumi) and held at Kyoto University.  
This volume primarily includes the research findings presented at ICSTLL-55 and includes 
articles on the “Typology and Historical Changes of Sino-Tibetan Languages.” More than 
80 scholars presented their research findings at the ICSTLL in Kyoto, with a wide range  
of reports spanning various language families such as Tibeto-Burman, Sinitic, Kra-Dai, 
and Hmong-Mien.

In the summer of 2022, when COVID-19 had not yet been contained, researchers based 
in Japan came to the venues and mostly made in-person reports, whereas those who were 
not based in Japan mostly presented their reports online. Those who were able to report in 
person included researchers based in Europe and the U.S. who happened to be in Japan for 
sabbatical leave or other purposes. Owing to space limitations, it is not possible to list all 
the presenters and titles here; please refer to the ICSTLL (55th) website for details. An 
abstract book of the research reports is also available:  https://sinotibetan.zinbun.kyoto-u.
ac.jp/ICSTLL55/index.html

We invited six scholars as keynote speakers to ICSTLL-55 in Kyoto.

Keynote Speech
Sept. 15th  9:30–10:30 at Symposium Hall
   James A. Matisoff: Sweet memories of fieldwork in the pre-computer era
     13:00–14:00 at Symposium Hall
   Huang Chenglong (黄成龙) : 中国境内汉藏语名物化标记的类型学研究

Sept. 16th  13:00–14:00 at Symposium Hall
   Akitani Hiroyuki (秋谷裕幸) : 原始闽语的形成年代

Sept. 17th  9:00–10:00 at Symposium Hall
   William H. Baxter: Two thousand years of ideas about Old Chinese: A sketch

Sept. 18th  13:00–14:00 at Symposium Hall
   Carol Genetti:  The grammatical encoding of space in Tibeto-Burman revisited: 

Findings from a cross-linguistic study
     16:30–17:30 at Symposium Hall
   Laurent Sagart: Sino-Tibetan-Austronesian body part terms
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The day before the conference, on Sept. 14th, the annual pre-workshop was held, featur-
ing two programs titled “Japanese Contributions to Sino-Tibetan Linguistics.” The present-
ers and their titles are as follows:

Pre-Workshop 1   September 14th, 2022, at the International Science Innovation Building 
Room 1

A geolinguistic approach to Sino-Tibetan

Satoko Shirai: Introduction
Shiho Ebihara and Yoshio Saitô: Tibetic and Altaic
Hiroyuki Suzuki, Kenji Yagi, and Fumiki Suzuki:  Lexical relationships in some animal 

and plant terms
Kazue Iwasa: Current issues and perspectives on Yi characters

Pre-Workshop 2   September 14th, 2022, at the International Science Innovation Building 
Room 1

Great steps in Tibeto-Burman linguistics by Japanese Scholars 
日本人研究者によるチベット＝ビルマ語研究への大いなる足跡
(This session was presented in Japanese.)

池田　巧 (Ikeda Takumi) ：   北村　甫 (Kitamura Hajime 1923–2003)
長野泰彦 (Nagano Yasuhiko) ： 西　義郎 (Nishi Yoshio 1934–2019)
林　範彦 (Hayashi Norihiko) ： 西田龍雄 (Nishida Tatsuo 1928–2012)

This volume is the sixth in the series, following the previously published volumes: 
Grammatical Phenomena of Sino-Tibetan Languages 1: The Structure of Noun Phrases; 
Volume 2: Aspects of Causative Construction; Volume 3: Function of Directional Prefixes; 
Volume 4: Link Languages and Archetypes in Tibeto-Burman; and Volume 5: Diversity of 
Negation. As in the past, this collection contains research results from the Kakenhi project 
(S) 18H5219. For various reasons, it was not possible for comprehensive proceeds for 
papers presented at the ICSTLL-55 conference in Kyoto to be produced. Unfortunately, 
some reports by collaborators in the Kakenhi project could not be included in this volume 
because they were scheduled to be officially presented elsewhere or research was ongoing. 
However, this volume also includes some papers supported by the Kakenhi project but that 
could not be presented at ICSTLL-55 Kyoto.

It is our pleasure to note that the keynote speech by Professor James A. Matisoff, who 
participated in ICSTLL-55 Kyoto online, is included in this volume as an appendix. We 
express our gratitude to Professor Matisoff for granting us permission to publish his key-
note speech.

 (Editors)
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