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of Old Chinese particles “tH y&,” “B& yi,” and “ff§ sha”
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Seikei University

Summary

In Old Chinese, “t y&” is a frequent particle and normally appears in sentences as a pred-
icate marker or after phrases and clauses as a topic marker. Particles “B yi” and “fifi sha” are
dialect variations of “tf y&.” “B% yi” is used in % Qin. Ohnishi (1998) researched excavated
documents from Warring States period to Western Han Dynasty and revealed that in the

X9

unification of Chinese writing systems by % Qin, “I& yi” and “ y&” had a complex pro-
cess of replacement. & Qin forced conquered regions to use “[% yi” and stop using “t1 y&”
first, but later “t1 y&” became an official word before the era of 1t 27 (Z2 1t Qin Er Shi).
“fifi sha” appears in excavated documents which are closely related to =% San Jin (or H
i Zhong Yuan). It might have been originally used in this area; “tf ye” is used in & Chu,
7% Qi, and # Yan. “ffii sha” also appears in excavated documents of %Wu in the Spring
and Autumn Period. We consider that % Wu borrowed the particle from & Jin in spite of
the geographical distance, because & Jin and % Wu had a close relationship to compete
against ## Chu at that time. During the Warring States Period, “t ye” was assumed to
replace “Jifi sha” in the countries of =& San Jin, that is, another particle replacement in
eastern regions before the replacement of “ yi” and “th y&” by % Qin.

Particles “t11 y&,” ““Jifi sha,” and “[% yi” represent regional diversity and interaction among

regions in Old Chinese, including a dynamic process of change and its complex motivation.

Key words: Old Chinese, Geographic distribution, Excavated documents, Particle,
“t1 y&/B% yi/ffi sha”
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