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Negation in Taishun Manjiang: an Eastern Min Dialect

HuanG Chenmo
Kyoto University

Summary

This paper analyses negation in the Taishun Manjiang dialect of Chinese. Manjiang is
classified as one of the subdialects of Eastern Min. Simple and basic negation in Manjiang
uses the negator A~ /g33/ , which cannot be used in isolation, but must cooccur with a
verbal or adjectival predicate. In Manjiang, another negator J£ /mo®!/ is used for the
negative expression of existence, which is different from the adverbial negator #
/muoi®3/ that directly negates the verb in the perfect aspect. This functional distinction in
negation words is very different from standard Mandarin Chinese. In addition, Manjiang
uses the combined negative form /mei®/ plus a verb and /t12%/ to express ‘not be able
to,” where /mei®®/ must have the same origin as #J in other Min dialects. £, which is
derived from a negator plus f#, is widely used in Min dialects. However, the usage of /]
/mei**/ is much more limited in Manjiang than in other Min dialects, appearing only in
combination with 2%, #J4% /mei®® usi®®/, to express the negation of possibility or ability.
Another compound negator (5% /m®? ma®®/ in Manjiang is used for the negative expres-
sion of will, need, and imperative situations. The constituent /& means ‘want,” pronounced
/na*/ in Manjiang. Therefore, it seems impossible to consider the /m*3/ in /m>® ma33/
the result of regressive assimilation by &k /na®3/. However, it is extremely unlikely that
/m?33/ could have been derived from the negator /&~ / 933/ . Thus, the origin and derivation

of /m?3/ in (/& /m>? ma33/ remains an open question needing further investigation.
Key words: Taishun Manjiang, Eastern Min, negation, compound negator, origin
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