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GAIA'S GOLD

Gaia has measured with high precision the positions, distances and motions
of more than 1 billion stars in the Milky Way. It covers about one-quarter of
the disc of our Galaxy; its predecessor mission, Hipparcos, mapped about
100,000 stars in a much smaller region around our Sun.
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Gaia will eventually
measure proper
motions accurate up to
1 kilometre per second
for stars up to 20,000
parsecs away
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