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YUSHI AND JIANYUSHI IN THE QIN PERIOD

TSUCHIGUCHI Fuminori

The inspectorate system in Qin period has been studied exclusively on the basis of
previously transmitted texts. The resulting understansing needs to be reviewed in
the light of the rapid increase in the number of bamboo and wooden documents
excavated in recent years. This paper uses the Qin bamboo and wooden
manuscripts, especially the Liye 2 H and Yuelu academy 4 # 3# B¢ Qin manus-
cripts, to discuss the function and features of the Jianyushi Bl %1, officials in charge
of commandery level supervision in the Qin empire, as well as closely related
government posts, such as the Yushi f152 and the Zhifa #(3%, in order to elucidate
the real situation of local supervision at that time.

Section 1 focuses on the relationship between the Jianyushi and the Yushi. In
the Qin bamboo and wooden documents, the term “Yushi” refers only to the central
Yushi, not to the Jianyushi stationed in the commandery. However, it is likely that
the Jianyushi was derived from Yushi. Originally, local supervision was carried out
by the Yushi on an ad hoc basis, but as Qin expanded its territory and the number of
commanderies increased, the need for permanent supervision of the commanderies
arose. The Jianyushi was then established as a resident officer of the commandery.
It is estimated that this occurred between the latter half of the 4th century BCE,
when the commandery system was founded, and 222 BCE, when the Jianyushi
clearly appears in the excavated documents.

Section 2 discusses the relationship between the Jianyushi and other govern-
ment officials. Although the Jianyushi had the power to impeach commandery and
county officials, he did not conduct the trials himself and was not held responsible
for the mistakes of local officials in administrative procedures. The Zhifa, on the
other hand, had the power to conduct trials and pass judgment himself. The limited
authority of the Jianyushi can be seen here.

Section 3 examines the position of the Jianyushi from the perspective of spatial
control in the Qin Empire. Chengxiang Z& #f, Yushi, Tingwei £ and Zhifa all
exercised spatial control over the territory of the Qin empire by dispatching their
subordinates to various regions for inspection. In particular, Yushi and Zhifa were
conspicuous for their ability to coordinate across the commandery and county
boundaries. On the other hand, there is no evidence of such a function being
performed by the Jianyushi. This reflects the limitation of the authority of Jianyushi,
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which was merely a supervisory post within the commandery. The limited
authority of the Jianyushi, however, is to be expected given the Qin empire’s local
governing bodies were a complex of offices with various powers.

ON GONGYANG ## AND SUWEI #ifiii : A STUDY OF WHY
THE EMPRESS DOWAGER’S FAMILY WAS ABLE TO
MONOPOLIZE POWER IN THE HAN DYNASTY

SHIMOKURA Wataru

In the bureaucracy of the Han dynasty, the duties called gongyang and suwei were
particularly important. Gongyang meant taking personal care of emperor on a daily
basis, and swwei escorting the emperor day and night. The Han dynasty
bureaucracy developed out of institutions dealing with emperor’s household affairs,
and although these original qualities gradually diminished, this essence did not
disappear throughout the Han dynasty. In the Han dynasty bureaucracy, the
subordinates known as Shaofu 2" /ff and Guangluxun Jtiik %) were responsible for
aiding the emperor in his daily life. The Shaofu were in charge of the gongyang, and
Guangluxun were in charge of the suwer.

During the Han dynasty, a facility called the Lu J& was set up within the area
where the palace buildings were arrayed. Among the subordinates of the
Guangluxun, were officials collectively called Langguan BF'E who performed their
duties while residing at the Lu. Wang Mang %7 is an example of a person who
lived in the Lu of the imperial court and became the most powerful political figure
by seizing power as the supervisor of the bureaucrats dealing with the emperor’s
miscellaneous affairs.

At that time, the area reserved for palace buildings occupied most of the site of
the imperial capital, which was designed for the emperor’s comfort. In common with
the bureaucracy, the spatial composition of the imperial capital was also organized
to support the daily life of the emperor. Just as in the composition of a building, the
lower foundation and the upper structure were inseparable.

Many of the bureaucrats who served the emperor’s daily needs were appointed
from among those trusted most by the emperor. Eventually, in the era of the
Eastern Han dynasty when infant emperors frequently took the throne, and the
empress dowager would become his guardian. Members of the empress dowager’s
family would then be appointed preferentially as bureaucrats to manage the
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