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A record of the sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus in an isolated small forest patch

of urban landscape in central Japan
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On the morning of 2nd December 2023, a sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus: Accipitriformes, Accipitridae), a species of

raptor, was photographed by a camera trap in an isolated small forest patch on the Uji Campus of Kyoto University,
central Japan. The sparrowhawk is a forest-dwelling species and is listed in the Red Databook of Kyoto Prefecture as
a ‘Near-Threatened Species’. This is an important record to understand wintering distribution and habitat use of the

sparrowhawk in Japan, where such information at fine scale is scarcely accumulated.
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Figure 1. A map showing the study site. (a) An aerial photo showing the northern area of Uji
City, Kyoto and its surrounding environment. Uji Campus of Kyoto University is
highlighted by the white-framed square. (b) An aerial photo showing the small for-
est patch (highlighted by the white frame) and its adjacent environment The figure
materials are based on the aerial photos (photographed in 2020) of Geospatial
Information Authority of Japan (https://www.gsi.go.jp/).
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Figure 2. Floristic structure and composition of the small iso-
lated forest where the sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus)
was photographed by the camera trap (Uji Campus
of Kyoto University, Uji City, Kyoto). The forest is
characterized by secondary vegetation dominated by
Pinus densiflora, Mallotus japonicus, and Aphananthe
aspera. The picture was taken on November 5th,
2023.
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Figure 3. The female sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus) photo-

graphed by the camera trap at Kyoto University's
Uji Campus, Uji City, Kyoto on December 2nd, 2023.
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