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A Study of the Function of Character Building in Practical Subjects

—Focusing on the role in the curriculum and the evaluation methods—

Jieli ZHANG

Practical subjects have an important role in character building beyond the mere acquisition of skills
or knowledge in the curriculum. In practical subjects, which are able to foster a wide range of qualities
and abilities, from skills to non-cognitive abilities, how are evaluation items designed and how are
the development of diverse qualities and abilities fostered? This paper aims to sort out the role and
evaluation of practical subjects in the curriculum, with the relevant descriptions in the National
Curriculum Standard. As a result, it was confirmed that the practical subjects, which account for
about 20% of the total number of hours in the curriculum, have a diverse range of assessment content,
and that there is an emphasis on the development of non-cognitive abilities in terms of thinking skills
and proactive attitude towards learning. It can be said that each practical subject has different
assessment items for non-cognitive abilities, and that the development of non-cognitive abilities is
aimed at according to the characteristics of each subject. As for the acquisition of non-cognitive
abilities, such as physical and mental growth, which include subjective opinions, future attention

should be paid to how the objectivity of evaluation of such abilities is considered and how it is ensured.
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