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72, bED2 HOBVAHAEH I LT b, £k
OHEN, THNO/NSREET, FHxHEHE
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When Women Go to Cinemas:
Depictions of Women’s Cinema—Going Experiences in
the Works of Yoshiya Nobuko, 1920s-1930s

Shota UCHIYAMA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary In the field of Japanese film studies, the relationship between women and cinema during the
1920s and 1930s has largely been examined by focusing on women’s representation on screen, frequently
overlooking the experiences of female audiences in cinemas. This article explores the reception of films by
Japanese female audiences and the experiences cinemas provided for women in this era, through an analysis of
the writings of the renowned female author, Yoshiya Nobuko. Yoshiya’s works often depict scenes in which
female characters visit cinemas, offering invaluable insights into the cinema-going experiences of women
from their own perspective. In the 1920s and 1930s, cinemas were perceived by patriarchal families as
hazardous environments that could undermine their authority to regulate and control women’s activities,
leading to strict restrictions on women’s visits to cinemas. Despite these limitations, women regularly
frequented cinemas and watched films, thus expanding their spheres of activity. Furthermore, within these
newly established spheres, women engaged in activities that challenged the societal norms of the time,
including heterosexual dating, which was prohibited by their families, and intimate homosexual relationships
among women. This article concludes that cinemas served as venues that enabled women to act beyond the
confines of domestic life and engage in activities divergent from prevailing social norms.

Keywords: female film audiences, cinema—going experience, Yoshiya Nobuko, Japan, 1920s-1930s
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