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Different Factors of Fear:
A Comparison of New Media and Old Media in J-Horror

Moe FUIIWARA

Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies,

Kyoto University, Kyoto 606-8501 Japan

Summary J-horror, a movement and collection of films within Japanese horror cinema, is distinguished by
its unique approach to creating fear, differentiating it from other horror genres. Simultaneously, J-horror has
been grouped under the genre of “media horror,” as these many films effectively utilize media such as
telephones and videotapes to create fear. This paper focuses on the use of media and its relationship with the
portrayal of fear in J-horror, particularly comparing the use of “new media,” led by the internet, with “old
media,” such as videotapes, TV, or telephones.

Specifically, drawing on theoretical frameworks from previous studies by Tom Gunning, Carolyn Marvin,
and Jeffrey Sconce, this paper conducts a comparative analysis of the use of “new media” as tools for fear, and
the use of “old media” in J-horror works. It also analyzes the role of the internet changing in Japanese horror
films produced in the 2010s-2020s. Through this analysis, this paper demonstrates the difference between the
fear derived from the “interruption of function” of familiar, well-established media (old media) in society
and the fear arising from the inherent nature of new, emerging media (new media). Furthermore, it reveals
how the internet is represented within J-horror and how the portrayal of what was once considered “new
media” has changed over time.

Keywords: J-horror, media—horror, new media, internet





