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“Justification” of “Sense” in Pedagogy: To the Pedagogical Study of E.
Levinas’s Thought

KATO Rina

This paper discusses the importance of pedagogy asking “the problem of sense” in today's society, where
the logic of measuring the “sense” of things by the indicator of economic value is widely accepted. The
“sense” of education is often reduced to the logic of the economy such as usefulness. The critique of
modern pedagogy by Satoji Yano and Tsunemi Tanaka responded to this pedagogical problem.
Comparison of their research leads to the need to consider how the logic defining the “sense” of things
inherent in education can be fundamentally “justified” in connection with society. In considering the path
of this “justification,” this paper refers to the analysis of the political sociologist Le Goff. According to
Le Goff, in modern society, the “sense” that emerges from the dialogue between people has been dissolved
to the extent that the content of “sense” must be borrowed from the logic of the economy. This paper
undertakes his indication pedagogically and seeks to find in education the hope and responsibility to

regenerate “sense” and to create social bonds among people.
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