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Necessity of Describing Relations between High School and University
from the Perspective of Students

OKADA Kohei

Based on discussions and policies over the past 30 years, it is now systematically possible to smoothly
connect high school and university. This paper presents a new perspective to discuss the relationship
between high school and university. Specifically, through a review of previous research regarding to the
relationship between high school and university in Japan and transition into higher education in an
international context, it was suggested that a critical perspective should be taken on “the existence of
students with difficulties when transitioning from high school to university” and “the relationship between
high school and university based on heterogeneity”. The necessity of the perspective of the people
involved (students) and the importance of phenomenology as an academic stance that promotes
understanding of that perspective were also demonstrated. Specifically, the method and questions for
approaching the meaning and significance of their lived experiences and attempting to grasp their essential
nature were illustrated, by having the researchers themselves disclose their inner thoughts and
understanding the students’ perspectives. The next step is to use this method to critically and inductively

consider the relationship between high school and university.
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