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The Theory of Ronin as 'Non-Youth' in the Meiji Era:
Focusing on the Magazines “Nipponjin” and
“Nippon oyobi Nipponjin”

TOMATSU Koichi

This paper is a study of discourses on "Ronin" as found in the magazines “Nipponjin” and “Nippon oyobi
Nipponjin” during the late Meiji and Taisho periods. Influenced by the Black Dragon Society
(Kokuryukai), an organization of continental Ronin formed in 1902 by Ryohei Uchida, these magazines
published autobiographical essays and critiques related to "Ronin." During the mid-Meiji period, the term
"Ronin" referred only to samurai without masters or those unable to find employment, but it was later
endowed with new meanings, such as individuals who were "unaffiliated and independent" or those who
would sacrifice their lives for justice. As a result, the term was conceptualized as a political subject with
a broader conceptual scope, beyond simply wandering across the continent. Compared to the "New Youth"
expected in magazines like “Kokumin no Tomo” during the mid-Meiji period, or the "Soshi" who were
rejected as symbols of outdated customs, the ideals that these terms embodied were almost identical.
However, "Ronin" was temporarily discussed as a representation of the free "samurai" spirit, reconstructed

and newly created as a tradition from the late Meiji to the Taisho period.
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