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Controversies Surrounding University Admission in South Korea:
Focusing on the Discourse of the “Normalization” of Education

NISHIYAMA Kimikazu

This article clarifies the underlying assumptions behind the controversies surrounding university
admission in South Korea, by examining the ideal form of university admission considered desirable in
South Korean society between 1968 and 1987, when the “normalization” of education was strongly
pursued. Through analyzing discourses in policy papers and newspapers on university admission and the
“normalization” of education, this article examines what kind of university admission is desirable in the
aspect of the “normalization” of education. The results showed that from 1968 to 1987 it was required to
restore school education, distorted by the competition of university admission, to a well-rounded
education. In addition, while more effective reform was demanded to directly reduce private education
provided outside the school, the focus of the argument shifted from the formality of the entrance
examination to the content. However, any discourse commonly aims to make the school the center of
students’ learning, where a well-rounded education can be implemented. This is the final goal of the
“normalization” of education, but the ideal forms and methods of “normalizing” education vary, and

therefore the argument of university admission emerged repeatedly.
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