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use rights in Vietnam. However, these dynamic processes in land capitalization deserve to be 

explored further. 

Fourth, although this is not extensively covered, the book sheds light on the plight of mar

ginalized groups in the land capitalization process, such as smallholders and migrant laborers. As 

a Cambodian farmer notes, "I do not like the situation now. I wish I could have the livelihood like 

before" (p. 76), reflecting the uncertain future of inhabitants of the Mekong region. This echoes 

M. Vatikiotis's (2017, 304) description of Southeast Asia as being caught "in a cycle of relentless 

tragedy." 

The volume is rich in content. Its contributors, who have long been engaged in research on land 

politics and land relations, have based their work on an abundance of research results. Undoubtedly, 

the book makes a significant contribution to understanding the ongoing issues of land grabbing, 

crop booms, agricultural transformation, and rural-urban interactions in the Mekong region and 

other developing countries. For a better understanding of land politics and land system changes in 

the Mekong region and situating these topics in broader academic contexts as well as disciplinary 

fields (such as environmental outcomes), this book can serve as an important reference along with 

two other open access resources: the report titled "State of Land in the Mekong Region" (2019) 

and the collection titled "The Agrarian Transition in the Mekong Region: Pathways Towards 

Sustainable Land Systems" in the Journal of Land Use Science (2024). This book also offers a valu

able foundation for further discussions on smallholder agriculture, rural development, nation build

ing, and regional sustainable development. It is likely to be of great interest to researchers in the 

fields of Southeast Asian studies, agrarian studies, and land system science. 
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