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TEXT : The presence in Japan of aequired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) or pre-AIDS is controversial,
even though two Japanese cases of suspected AIDS have been reported. Although adult T-cell leukaemia
and the causative agent, human T-lymphotropic retrovirus type I (HTLV-I), are well recognised in
Japan, HTLV-III and the probably identical lymphadenopathy virus (LAV) have not hitherto been
reported in Japan. The authors report here two Japanese patients with lymphopenia, reduced helper
T-lymphoeytes, and serological evidence of exposure to HTLV-I in one and HTLV I and III in the
other. A biological response modifier (“Lentinan”) seemed to affeet their immunospuppression. The
existence of AIDS or pre-AIDS in Japan has not been officially recognised by Japanese eclinicians.
Patient 1 had antibodies to HTLV I and III. Patient 2 had antibody to HTLV-I and HTLV-I p24
antigen (but not antibody to HTLV-III). This is the first time that HTLV-III has been reported in
Japan. Japanese cases with AIDS or pre-AIDS may have been missed because of lack of objective
criteria : a conclusive diagnosis can now be reached testing for HTLV-III antibody or antigens or the
retrovirus itself.
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