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Bo>TWE (R, 2001 %7 &MEE, 1998; Yamada & Kato, 2001: Kato, Yamada,
Wallon, Mesmin, Ito & Toda, 2004), 1 * — VEOMITR, AKX, 1 FUR, 7520
BHEICBVT, [H0it] 8 Tcott] o kicdy, BEIZO L, SO AZETALT
KUCPFTVBLEVIA A= IBELCHLNTWS (Kato, Yamada, Wallon, Mesmin, Ito &
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ThH, SRIGUIRFAVBBETH A,
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5 (RF71, 2000a b o) TN, £ FK (2000a) HErikson® Y = %55 4 ¥ 4 74 (AR
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b0, NEBPHAEBICO LV TRELHEFENREAPOGEZ LD LTHIE, T OESEEEDOH
HEBARHRENL >TL B THA,

SHROBE
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AMLEVD T EERFT DI, BAODAEOEKROBEKR ST SIEZ 5 & W) BEL» o HR
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[meaning of life] ORIE &ED-HESR, BwoR ok 3EDOAEEOEEOHE O LR
ERERLTVWEEVWR S, LL, WEENRESLTVE L E, Zhick R {LoRE
5, FLAEDOERANDBVIC>VWTOEFENREFVEBET LBBICETIIRE > TV,
SR, REFSEHELIERRICT 20T, PEY, BEYHLE, FEPLRKRECENR
5 NEDOERES I EERZN AR DLW T R E L, NEDEKROEKRDIF DS, Wiris 53Xk
KBWVWT, WOLBLIEREOBETESIN TV D, LVWIHREEEL, MREERL T
WSBBEHB B S,
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Narrative Analysis of the Question about "The Meaning of
Life"

URATA Yu

This study examines the questions about the meaning of life. Two aspects of the
meaning of life were assumed in this research: about the meaning of the word "meaning”
in "What is the meaning of life?" and about the meaning of death for the participants.
One college student and 4 graduate students participated in an individual semi-
structured interview. Through a qualitative analysis using a narrative approach, three
meaning patterns were extracted from these narratives: (1) Meaning is to be founded or
to be given. (2) Meaning can be individually created. (3) There is no meaning or no value
in life. Pattern (1) was coherent narrative about the meaning of life from the religious
perspective, but patterns (2) and (3) showed skepticism and hesitation around their
narrative, and there seemed to be no clear boundary between these two patterns. These
narratives also showed visual metaphors about invisible concepts such as death, and
comparative representations between life and death, which are incommensurable. It may

be because the meaning of life is the topic "whereof one cannot speak."
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