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Mito-han's Acceptance of Confucian Rituals:
Focusing on Sousaigiryaku

TIEN Shihmin

In 1666 the second lord of Mito-han, Tokugawa Mitsukuni(1628-1700), constructed the
cemeteries for the retainers at Sakado and Tokiwa in Mito, and he distributed to them
the manual of family rituals named Sousaigiryaku based on Zhu Xi's Family Rituals.
Precedent studies did not point out that there were two series of Sousaigiryaku, and the
studies did not have enough discussions about the contents of the manual. This paper
investigates several different versions of it and analyzes the change of their contents and
the significance in detail. Furthermore, the article focuses on the role of Zhu
Shunshui(1600-1682) in the practice of Mito-han regarding family rituals, examining the
influence of Zhu and his writings. It also analyzes the practice and the writings of the
Latter Mito School regarding family rituals and discusses the meaning in the context of
the practice of Mito-han regarding Confucian rituals. It then tries to clarify the phase

of Mito-han's acceptance of Confucian rituals mainly in regard to family rituals.
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