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Home-TuckerControversyandLordKames

Itisawell-knownfactthatpriortothecompletionofTheWealthojNationsbyAdamSmithin

1776,HumeandTuckerwereengagedincontroversywitheachother , andthatLordKames(Henry
Home , 1696-1782)actedastheintermediarybetweenthetwoantagonists.
JosiahTucker(1712-99) , theautherofElementsofCommerceandTheo ヮ ザ ロx (1755) , wroteto

LordKameson29January1757andproposedtocorrespondwithhimonthevariouseconomic

problems.l) AccordingtoAlexanderFraserTytler , whowroteabiographyofLordKames ,2) itwas

FoulisBrothersofGlasgow ,theprintersofsomeofKames'sworks ,whointroducedTuckertoKames.
TheautherhasnotseenTucker'sletterinquestion , butbothNoboruKobayashi3)andGeorge

Shelton4)statethatElementsofCommercewasaprivateeditionandonlyasmallnumberof(50-60)

copieswereprinted ,5) ofwhichonlythreeexisttoday. AsTuckerapparentlysentacopytoafriend

andaskedhis comment , wemayassumethatanothercopywasalsosenttoKames. Then ,

I

*OriginallypublishedinJapaneseinKonanEconomicPapers, Vo1.27, No.4,March1987.
**Professor,FacultyofEconomics,KyotoUniversity.
1) Ross, I. S.,LordKamesandtheScotlandofHisDay , Oxford, 1972,p.184.
2) Tytler , A.F. ,MemoirsoftheL併and WritingsoftルHonourable Hen ヮHome ofKames, voUI , 1807,p.4.
3) Kobayashi, N., U匂rks ofKobay ωhi NoboruontheHisto ヮ ザPolitical Economy, vo1.4, 1977,Tokyo:Miraisha ,
p.31note(29).

Shelton, G. ,DeanTuckerandtheEighteenth ・Centu ワEconomic andPoliticalThought,Macmillan.1981,p.89.
Rontstatesthenumberofcopieswere100. Ront , I.,“ The‘ rich country-poorcountry'debateinScotｭ

tishclassicalpoliticaleconomy," inWealthandVirtue,CambridgeU.P. , 1983,p.285.

4)

5)
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TuckerwrotetoLordKamesonFebruarγII ofthesameyear
6
)witharequestthatKameswould

solicitHume'scommentonhisbook. AletterdatedMarch28oftheyear , senttoKames , indicates
thatKamessentthebooktoHume.7) TheHume-Tuckercontroversythusstarted. Itissaidthat

theymet , forthefirsttime , sometimein1760's ,inFrance.8)

KamesnotonlyintroducedTuckertoHume. HesentanothercopyofTucker'streatisetoGilｭ

bertElliotofMinto(1722-77;ElliotwasamemberoftheHouseofCommonsin1754and1762ｭ

77). Furthermore ,LordKameswasaclosefriendofBenjaminFranklin9)(1706-90). Takingthese
factsintoconsideration ,wemaysaythatheplayedasignificant , ifsecondary , roleintheformationof

politicaleconomyinBritainatthattime.

AstotheHume-Tuckercontroversy , NoboruKobayashistudieditsomethirtyyearsagoand
graspeditasessentiallya “debate onmonetaryissues"arisingfromHume'stheo 町・He examined

thiscontroversyinthecontextofconflictbetweencriticismandcounter-criticismonmercantilismbeｭ

foretheappearanceofThe~的。 lth ofNations , andconcludedthatitwasconsistedoffouraspectsor

componentsof(I)SirJamesSteuart'scriticismagainstHumeandArthurYoung'scriticismagainst

Steuart , (2)Temple'ssubtlecritiquedirectedtoHume , (3)Harris'ssimilarlysubtlecritique , and(4)

Tucker'sattacktoHume.10)

Recently , IstvanHontsawthecontroversyasapartof“ a distinctdebateintheEighteenth-cenｭ

turyScottishpoliticaleconomyabouttherelationshipofrichandpoorcountries"(althoughTucker

wasnotScottish). AccordingtoHont , thedebatewasprovokedbyHume'sPoliticalDiscourses(1752) ,
andcametoanendwithPublicWealthofLauderdale(1804). Hont'spaperisnomorethanapreｭ

sentationof“ only thebareoutlinesofthisdebate"andmoreistobeexpectedofhim , butashehimｭ

selfstates , Hontisnotunsuccessfultoindicate“ how crucialthisdebatewastotheshapingofclassical

politicaleconomyintheScottishEnlightenment".II)

Kobayashi'sviewandthatheldbyHontare , ofcourse , notmutuallyincompatible ,buttheyare

greatlydifferent , particularlyinthatthelatterismuchmoreattentivetotheScottishcontextsandto

thevestigesofthecivictradition.

How , then , LordKames , astheoriginatorofthedebatebetweenHumeandTucker , waslookｭ

ingatthewholeprocessofthecontroversy? Itiscertainthathereceivedth

6) Ross,op.cit.,p.184

7) Hont ,op.cit.,p.285note40.

8) Ibid. ,p.294
9) KamesandFranklinwereincontactwitheachotherandcorrespondedonthemattersofsciencesand

politicssincetheyhadmetinEdinburghintheyearof1759. Kames ,likeHumeandSmith,alsodiscusｭ

sedtheAmericanProblembasingontheinformationsissuedfromFranklin. C王 Ross， op.cit., pp.197

201,340- I
10) Kobayashi , op.cit., pp.113-6. Kobayashidescribedminutelyconcerningthiseconomiccontroversyin

TheFormationAgeofPoliticalEconomy,Tokyo:Miraisha , 1961.
II) Hont ,op.cit.,p.271.
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Sketch3titled“ O rigin andProgressofCommerce" ,ofhisSketchesoftheHisto ヮ ザMan (1774).

Also , apartfromhisattitudetowardthedebate , whatwashisthoughtonpoliticaleconomyat

large? Howwashisthinkingoneconomyrelatedtohisideasconcerningpoliticsandlaw? Tothese

questions ,W.C.Lehmann ,whowroteabookonLordKames , answersasfollows: “もγhile Kameswas

perhapsmoreoriginalindiscussingthelatter(economictheory)thantheformer(politicaltheory) , he

didindeedgiveconsiderableattentiontoboth ,intheirseparateanddistinctivecharacterandintheir
relationshiptooneanothe r. ,,12)

TheauthorsaidearlierthatLordKames'sroleintheformationofpoliticaleconomymightbe

secondaryorauxiliary , andthisistheviewheldbyI. S.Ross, whosays: “Kames'sshareinthedeｭ

velopmentofclassicaleconomicslayinbeingreceptivetotheideasofSmithandHume , commenting
onthem , andtransmittinginformationandviewsfromotherscholars. 川 3 ) Yet , thismaynotnecesｭ

sarilyso ・The doctoratethesisofE.T.Merkel ,14) whichistheonlyworkdoneontheeconomic

thoughtofLordKamesnowexistingbesidesLehmann'sstudy , actuallytriestoprovetheprobability
thatLordKameshadasignificantinfluenceonthedevelopmentofSmith'stheoryofpoliticaleco ・

nomy.

Inanyevent ,Kames'seconomictheoryandinparticularhisessayontax ,asitappearedinhis
SketchesoftheHisto ヮ ザMan inarathercasualmanner , thatistosay , asoneofthetopicsamong

others , seemtohavearousedsomeinterestinhisdays. AccordingtotheresearchbyRoss , theScots

MagazineofFebruary1774publishedtheintroductiontoSketches,itsindexandexcerptsfromtheessay
ontax. InLondon ,theGentleman'sMaga とine publicizedthearticleinthefollowingMayandatabout

thesametime , afavourablecommentonKames'sworkwaswrittenbyWilliamRoseanditappeared

intheMonthlyReview. Lauderdale , theauthorofthePublicWealth, inhisletterdated19Marchand

addressedtoLordKames , extolledthebookinthefollowingterms: “It isa ‘rara Avisinterris'ｭ

ThereismoreknowledgeandingenuityinitinprintthaninanyBookyetwrote- IamsurethePerｭ

formanceisanhonourtoourCountry- Icannothelpcongratulatingyouuponit …Youhaveswept
awayadealoftheantientandmodernCobwebsandestablished , inthierRoom , Commonsence.

ThatpartrelativetotheFinancesoughttoberead[at]thebeginningofeverySessiontot

12) Lehmann , W.C. , HenワHome， LordKames,andtheScottishEnlightenment,TheHague, 1971,p.225.
13) Ross,op.cit.,p.184.
14) Merkel, E.T., HenryHomeofKamesasPredecessortoAdamSmith, NorthernIllinoisUniversity,

Ph.D., 1974.
15) Ross,op.cit.,p.344.
16) Tytler ,op.cit., VoUI , p.115, 118, 120



36 H.TANAKA

controversy , i.e. , therelationshipsofmoney , balanceoftradeandtherelationshipbetweenrichand
poorcountries , andtoanalyzehiseconomicthoughtespeciallywithregardtohistheoryontaxation
andneedtohelpthepoor. Inparticular ,weseethatthoseissuesaretreatedinSketch3ofBook1,
titled“ O rigin andProgressofCommerce" ,Sketch8ofBook2titled“ Finances" ,andinSketch10of
thesameBooktitled“ Public PolicewithrespecttothePoor".

Therefore , itisobviouslyquiteinsufficient , asMerkeldid , toconfinetheanalysisonlytoLord
Kames'stheoryofvalueandoftaxation. However ,toexpandthescopeofanalysistoincludemerely
thesethreeSketchesdoesnotseemsatisfactorγ ，eithe r. Tomakeatrulymeaningfulanalysisof

Kames'sthoughtsoneconomy ,itisnecessarytotakeawiderviewandexaminemorewritings.
、V.C . Lehmann , whodevotedachapterofhisbookto Kames's “Political andEconomic

Theory ヘdoes notgobeyond“ to statethehighlightsofKames'spositiononanumberofproblemsof

economictheory". Hecouldnotdealwith“ the largerquestionoftheextentoftheoriginalityofhis

thoughtsorofhisdependenceupontheworkofhispredecessors". Heleftthistasktosuccessors ,
sayingthatitwasanissueofsu 百icient importanceandofinteresttojustifYthecarefulstudybythose
expertsofthehistoryofpoliticaleconomyinfuture.J7) AlthoughMerkelmadeasteptothisdirecｭ

tion , hisscopeofvisionwastoonarrow , andallhedidwastosearchfortheoriginatorofSmith's
theoryofvalueandtaxation.

Whatneedstobedone , therefore , istounderstandthestateofeconomicthoughtspriortothe
publicationofTheWealthojNations, andtofindouttowhatextentthesethoughtswereknown , andin
whatform , toLordKames. Therefore ,itisnecessarytotakesintoconsiderationnotonlythosethree
Sketchesalreadymentioned , butotherSketchesofthesameauthor , suchasSketch1(Progressof
FoodandPopulation) ,Sketch2(ProgressofProperty) ,thefirstpartofSketch4(OriginandProgress
ofArts)titled“U seful Arts"andSketch7, (ProgressandEffectsofLuxury) , allinBook1,aswellas
Sketch11inBook2titled“A GreatCityConsideredinPhysical ,MoralandPoliticalView".
Suchastudy , however , wouldbeconsiderablylong. Asitis, inthepresentpaper , theauthor

intendstoconfinethestudy ,inawaysimilartotheapproachadoptedbyLehmann ,mainlytotwoof
theSketchesofSketchesq

II DevelopmentoftheWayofSubsistenceandClimates

ThepublicationofSketchesoftheHisto ヮ ザMan in1774precededthatofTheWealthofNatio 爪

butitwaslaterthanthepublicationofFerguson'sHisto ヮ ザCivil Society(1767)andthatofMillar's

OriginojtheDistinctionojRanks(1771). Viewsheldbytheseauthorsregardinghistoryofcivilized

societywerequitesimilarinsubstance , andthisiswhytheywerecollectivelycalled“ Scott ish Historｭ

icalSchool"once. Itisnotclearwho , amongthem , hadcometotheideaofstudyingthehistorical

processofsocialdevelopmentfirst. LordKames , bornin1698, was13yearsolderthanHume , but

17) Lehmann,op.cit.,p.269andnote.
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thelatterstartedtowriteearlier , anditislikelythatLordKameswasmerelyfollowingHume'sfootｭ
stepsinhisapproachtothestudyofthehistoryofsociety. Itwason23February1774whenLord

KameswroteintheprefaceofSketches:“Above thirtyyearsago , hebegantocollectmaterialsfora
naturalhistorγof man ぺthat istosay ,duringthefirsthalfof1740's. Then , Humewasalreadythe
authorbothofTreatiseonHumanNature(1739-40)andEssays, MoralandPolitical(1741-42). Ifwe

weretotakeasympatheticattitudetowardKames ,wemightsaythatheandHumewerestronglyinｭ
fluencedbyMontesquieu'sL'EspritdesLois(1748)andtheystartedtodeepertheirideasofhistoryof

societymoreorlessconcurrently.

AsRosspresumes ,18)itisquiteprobablethatLordKamesgotastrongstimulusfromBuffon's
Histoirenaturelle,geniraleetparti ，仰litre (44Vols.1744-1804) ,whosefirstvolumeappearedin1744. He
wasparticularlyinterestedintheprocessofself-adaptationofplantsandanimalstodiverseclimates

orenvironments(multiplicationsanddigressions). Hewas ,amongotherthings ,opposedtotheidea
ofMonboddowhoconsideredorang-outangastheancestorofman , andthathomosapiensand
anthoropoidscame仕om acommonorigin. Theintroductorychaptertitled“ Preliminary Discourse

concerningtheOriginofMenandLanguages"inSke 励es oftheHisto ヮ ザMan constitutesaninterestｭ

ingtheorγin thecontextofthedevelopmentofanthropologyatthattime.19)

(1) Hunting ,ShepherdStateandAgriculture-DevelopmentoftheWayofSubsistence.
ThefirstSketchtitled“Progress ofFoodandPopulation" , beginsasfollows: “In temperate

climes , menfedoriginallyon 仕uits thatgrowwithoutculture , andonthefleshofland-animals. As
suchanimalsbecomeshywhenoftenhunted , thereisacontrivanceofnature , nolesssimplethan
effectual ,whichengagesmentobearwithchearfulnessthefatiguesofhunting ,andtheuncertaintyof
capture;andthatis, anappetiteforhunting. ,,20) And“ it isanillustriousinstanceofprovidential

care , toadapttheinternalconstitutionofmantohisexternalcircumstances".21) Itshouldbenoted
thatanappealto “Providence"canbeseenfromthestart. Itisarefrainwhichpersistentlyrepeats

itself,characterizingKames'swritingsandservingastheprincipalleitmotif.

Kameswasdeeplyinterestedintheprocessinwhichman's “internal constitution"adaptsitself

totheexternalcircumstancesorenvironment , andheevenwentasfarastostate: “Itwouldbean

agreeableundertaking ,tocollectalltheinstances. ,,22) Aswasindicatedinthebeginningofthispapｭ

er , itwastheprincipalthemewhichKamespursuedinhisSketches, ashewasundertheinfluenceof
Buffon ,inordertotracethehistoryofprogress(evolution)ofhumanbeingsbyusingexamplesofselfｭ
adaptation. Yet , asweshallseelater , hisbookdoesnotnecessarilyshowthecongenialoptimism ,

evenifhisbasicf均me ofthoughtwasconsiderablyinaccordwithRousseauwhowasdeeplycritical

tothecivilization.

AccordingtoKames , manstartedtoeatfishonlyashecouldnotfindlandanimalstocatch.

18) Ross,op.cit.,p.333.
19) ConcerningtheoutlineofthewholeofSketches,seeRoss,op.cit.,chap.17.
20) Kames,SketchesoftheHisto ヮ ザMan ， 2nded., 1778, vaLl ,p.85.
21) Ibid.,p.86.
22) Ibid.,note.
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Itisnottrue , asanthropologistssay , tothinkthatacorns , nutsandothershell-fruitsusedtobethe

onlyfoodavailabletothepeopleatthebeginning , aswheat , riceandbarleywereallthere , growing
naturally. “In thecountryaboutMountTaborinPalestine , barleyandoatsgrowspontaneously ,,,23)

andonecanstillfindeverywheretheseandotherwildcropsgrowingupbythemselves.

“ Plen ty offoodprocuredbyhuntingandfishing , promotespopulation:butasconsumptionof

foodincreaseswithpopulation , wildanimals , sorelypersecuted , becomenotonlymorerarebutmore
shy. ,,(24) Men , unabletogetsufficientfood , thenstarttotamethewildfawnsandkinds , andthis

marksthebeginningoftheshepherd-state , butthecompletedomesticationofanimalsdoesnotensure

quickly. “Hunting andfishingcontinueforalongtimefavouriteoccupations;andthefewanimals

thataredomesticated , serveasacommonstocktobedistributedamongindividuals , accordingto

theirwants. Butastheidleandindolent , tho'theleastdeserving ,arethusthegreatestconsumersof

thecommonstock , animprovementcreptinthateverγfamily shouldrearastockforthemselves.

Menbythatmeansbeingtaughttorelyontheirown industry , display'dthehoarding-principle ,

whichmultipliedflocksandherdsexceedingly. ,,25) Thus , theshepherd-statesocietycomesintoexistｭ

ence. Kamessaw “the fingerofGod"inthefactthatmenwereendowedwithanimalstoensure

theirsubsistence.

Howthenhumanbeingmovesfromtheretoformtheagriculturalsociety? Kamesthinksit

wasduetothepopulationpressure. Theanimalraisingcanbringabouttheabundantfood , andas

the result , thepopulationincreasesrapidly. Thepasturegroundbecomes insufficient , andthe

neibouringtribesthenstarttofightwitheachothertogainterritory , orelse , theychosetomigrate

elsewhereinsearchoftheunoccupiedlandspace. “Necessity, themotherofinvention , suggested

agriculture". Peopleconceivetheideaofmultiplyingwildcropsby“ Art" . Tothatend , Nature

guidedman. Sincelandwasthecommonproperty , thesowingandstockingofcropswerecollective

undertakings , andtheharvestedoutputwastobedistributedtoallaccordingtotheirneeds. Itwas

thedivisionoflandownershipwhichledtotheagriculturaldevelopment. “A lastingdivisionofthe

landamongthemembersofthestate , securingtoeachmantheproductofhisownskillandlabour

Thus , havingseenthedevelopmentofagricultureastheprocessofcatch-upgamebetweenthe

growingpopulationandtheavailabilityoffood(hunting-animalraising-agriculture) , Kamesproｭ

ceedstomakeafairlydetailedanalysisinthefollowingpartofthisSketchon(2)therelationshipbeｭ

tweencultivationandclimate , (3)thefactorscausingthepopulationdensitytosuchadegree , and

thesewhichcontributetothehighpopulationdensity , and(4)thefactorscontributingtothedeｭ

population.

23) Ibid. ,p.90note.

24) Ibid. ,p.90

25) Ibid. ,p.91.
26) Ibid. ,pp.93-4.
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(2) AgricultureandClimate

Thedevelopmentofagricultureiscloselydependentontheclimateandnaturalenvironment.

The 仕uits growinginthemildzonesripenmuchearlierthantheydointhecoldregions. Thisis

whytheagriculturefirstbecameanArtinthetemperateregions , andwhyplaceslikeGreece , Egypt ,

AssiriaorBabylonthrivedsomuchonabundantcerealproductionearlyinhistory. Asinthenorthｭ

ern Europe , cerealswerenot autogenous , theintroductionofagriculturewasaslowonethere.

“ Even atpresent , itrequiresnosmallportionbothofskillandindustrytobringcorntomaturityin

suchaclimate.,,27) Forthisreason , theshepherd-stateseemstohavecontinuedlongerinthenorthｭ

ernclimates. Yet , thesecoldregionsweremorefavourabletothepopulationgrowth , anditinｭ

creasedataspeedgreaterthanthepaceoffoodsupply. Thisexplainstheextensivemigrationfrom

thenortherncountries. Theirfrequentinvasionshadlongbeenadeadlycalamitytotheneibouring

people. Themigrationstopped , butthenorthernEuropeannationshaveneverbeenmorepopulous

astheyaretoday , andthisisbecauseagricultureandcommerceputanendtothefearfulinvasions

onceforall. Thus , accordingtoLordKames , Montesquieu , whothoughtthatthemilitarypowerof

Romansalonehadbeenthemaindeterrenttotheinvasionofthenortherntribes , didnotrealizethe

reality. “ It hasquiteescapedhim ,thatmencannot , likewater , bedamm'dupwithoutbeingfed. ,,28)

Agricultureisatremendousblessing , anditwasthemosteffectivebarriertochecktheinvasion.

“ H appy itisforEurope , thatthisart , nowuniversallydiffused , hasputanendforevertothat

scourgemoredestructivethanapestilence.,,29 ) EvenifKameswereastaunchbelieverinagriculture ,

inasensedifferentfromwhatphysiocratsadvocated , wecanunderstandheheldsuchaview , andas

wesawearlier , itisremarkablethathethoughtthehunger , orthepressurecomingoutofexcessive

population , asthedrivingforcetocausepeopletoshiftfromhunterstoshepherdsandthentohusｭ

bandmen.

AccordingtoLordKames , inconsidering“the prevailinginfluenceofcustom ぺ “once hunters ,

menwillalwaysbe hunters , tilltheybeforc'doutofthatstatebysomeoverpoweringcause".
Kamesthinksthatthehunger , adrasticforce , istherealcauseforthetransition , ratherthanthe

maturingofhumannatureasSmithandMillarconsidered. Kameswas25ye

27) Ibid.,pp.94-5.
28) Ibid.,p.96note.

29) Ibid.,p.97.

30) Ibid.,p.98.
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erncountriestheprogresstendstobestalledatthestageofshepherds. Thesituationisnotsamein

America , however , andLordKamestriestoexplainwhythisissoinSketch12ofBook2, “Origin
andProgressofAmericanNations". ThisparticularSketchisthereforeanadditionalcomments , and

someoftheargumentstherearethosealreadyreferred. Yet , itisinterestingtoseeKamessaying
thatinAmerica ,menjumpedoverthestageofshepherdsfromhuntingtoagriculture.31)

Now ,whatwashisopinionastothecausesoffluctuationofpopulation?

III DemographicChanges

(3) FactorsContributingtoIncreasePopulationDensity.

Theabundanceoffoodistheprimarycausefortheincreaseofpopulation. “The southernproｭ

vincesofChinaproducetwocropsofriceinayear ,sometimesthree;andanacrewellcultivatedgives
foodtotenpersons. Thepeasantsgoalmostnaked;andthebettersortwearbutasinglegarment

madeofcotton , ofwhichasmuchisproduceduponanacreasmayclothefourorfivehundred.
HencetheextremepopulousnessofChinaandotherricecountries. ,,32) ItisnotthecaseinEurope.

“It wouldrequirewonderfulskillandlabourtomakeEuropesopopulous:anacreandahalfof

wheatisbarelysufficienttomaintainasinglefamilyofpeasants;andtheircloathingrequiresmany

acresmore. ,,33) Ontheotherhand ,thepopulationdensitytendstobeverylowintheseareaswhere
huntingisthemainsourceoffoodsupply. Tentotwentythousandacreswouldbarelybesufficient

tofeedonlyafamily.

Thequestionofwhetherhomosapiensdescendedfromasingleorpluralancestηput apart , “it
appearstheintentionofProvidence , thattheearthshouldbepeopled , andpopulationbekeptupby
ordinarymeansofprocreation. ,,34) Inasocietywherepeopleowetheirsubsistencetohuntingand

fishing , theprocreationresultswithoutdelayinoverpopulation , andthiswillbetruealsointhe
shepherd-state. Onthe contrary , thepopulationseldombecomesexcessiveintheagricultural
societiesbecausetheycaneasilyincreasethefoodsupplytomeetthegrowthofpopulation.

Inthissense , theprotectionofagricultureencouragesthepopulationincrease. LordKames
arguesthatthebountygiveninBritainforexportingcornservestopopulationincreasefortwo

reasons:first , becausehusbandryrequiresmanyhands , andsecondly , becausethebountylowersthe
priceofcornathome. Thesituationwillbeoppositeincaseofgivingabountyfortheexportofcatｭ

tle ,sincepasturesrequirelittlelabour , andexportationwillraisethepriceofcattleathome. These
arguments ,whileinvolvingthecausesofpopulationincreaseordecreaseonly ,areindirectopposition
tothoseofAdamSmith.35)

Nomanufacture , Kamessays , contributesmoretopopulationthanthatofsilk, bacauseitemｭ
ploysasmanyhandsaswool ,anditdoesnottakelandsawayfromotherusessuchtillageorpasture.

31) Ibid., Vol.III ,p.154.
32) Ibid., YoU ,p.105.
33) Ibid.,p.106.
34) Ibid.,p.107.
35) AdamSmith, TheWealthofNations , Oxford, 1976, YoU,pp.524-43.
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(4) FactsCausingDecreaseofPopulation

LordKamesthoughtthatthemainreasonsforpopulationdecreaseare(i)inequality(andcookｭ

eη) ， (川 orphanage ， (ii リ luxur y， (iv)despotismand(v)overflowingofmoney.

(i) “T he latter[population]followsnotwithgreatercertaintyfromequalityofproperty , than
theformer[depopulation]frominequality. Ineverygreatstate , wherethepeoplebyprosperityand

opulencearefunkintovoluptuousness , weheardailycomplaintsofdepopulation. Cookerydepopuｭ

lateslikeapestilence;becausewhenitbecomesanart , itbringswithinthecompassofonestomach
whatissufficientfortenindaysoftemperance;andissofarworsethanapestilence , thatthepeople
neverrecruitagain. ,,36 ) BritishandFrenchtendtoovereat. “Remedies areproposedandputin

practice , celibacydisgraced , marriageencouraged , andrewardsgivenforanumerousoffspring. All
invain! ,,37) Whatcanbedone? “Theonlyeffectualremediesaretoencouragehusbandry , andto

repress luxury. Olivares hoped to repeople Spain by encouraging matrimony. Abderam , a

MohometanKingofCordova , wasabetterpolitician. Byencouragingindustryandprocuringplenty

offood ,herepeopledhiskingdominlessthanthirtyyears. ,,38)

(ii) Kames'scommentontheorphanageisterrific. “A founding-hospitalisagreaterenemyto

population , thanlibertytoexposeinfants , ……insuchhospitals , thousandsperishyearlybeyondthe
ordinaryproportion;whereasfewinfantsperishbythelibertyofexposingthem , parentalaffection

prevailingcommonlyoverthedistressofpoverty. And , uponthewhole , populationgainsmoreby
thatlibertythanitloses.,,39 )

。ii) Luxuryisamortalenemytopopulationbecauseittakesfoodawayfromtheindustrious

andweakensthepowerofprocreation. Indolenceaccompaniesvoluptuousness , andwomenofhigh
standingdonotdoanyphysicalefforts. “A womanenervatedbyindolenceandintemperance , isill
qualifiedfortheseverelabourofchildbearing. Henceitis, thatpeopleofrank , whereluxurypreｭ
vails , arenotproli 五c. Thisinfirmitynotonlypreventspopulation , butincreasesluxurybyaccumuｭ
latingwealthamongafewblood-relations. Abarrenwomanamongthelabouringpoor ,isawonder.
Couldwomenofrankbepersuadedtomakeatrial , theywouldfindmoreself-enjoymentintemperｭ
anceandexercise , thaninthemostrefinedluxury;andwouldhavenocausetoenvyotherstheb

36) Sketches, VoU ,p.112.
37) Ibid. ,p.112.
38) Ibid. ,p.113.
39) Ibid. ,p.113note.
40) Ibid. ,pp.113-4.
41) Cf.Lehmann,op.cit., pp.245-52 ,309-13.
42) Sketches, Val.II ,pp.148-9.
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anddestroyingindustry. DespotismisgreaterenemytothehumanspeciesthananEgyptianplague;

……Free states , onthecontrary , arealwayspopulous:amanwhoishappy , longsforchildrentomake

themalsohappy;andindustryenableshimtoaccomplishhispurpose. 叶3 )

(v) ToKames , largecirculationofmoneyisanothercauseofdepopulation. “In anationthat

growsrichbycommerce , thepriceoflabourincreaseswiththequantityofcirculatingcoin , whichof
courseraisesthepriceofmanufactures;andmanufacturerswhocannotfindaventfortheirhigh-rated

goodsinforeignmarkets ,mustgiveoverbusinessandcommencebeggars , orretiretoanothercountry
wheretheymayhaveprospectofsuccess. ,,44 ) Fortunately , somethingcanbedoneinthiscase.

“ Land iscultivatedtogreaterperfectionbythespadethanbytheplough;andthemoreplentiful

cropsproducedbytheformer , arefullysu 伍cient todefraytheadditionalexpence. Thisisaresource

foremployingthosewhocannotmakebreadasmanufacturers;anddeserveswelltheattentionofthe

legislature. Theadvantageofthespadeisconspicuouswithrespecttowar;itprovidesamultitudeof

robustmenforrecruitingthearmy;thewantofwhommaybesuppliedbytheplough , tilltheyreturn

inpeacetotheirformeroccupation. ,,4 5) Itisextremelydifficulttoseehowandtowhatextentthese

argumentsreflecttheinfluencesofHume , Wallace , SteuartandMontesquieuwithregardtotheir

opinionsoverpopulation. Atthefirstglance , LordKames'sthinkingseemstobedifferentfromthat

ofHume , butitdoesresemblesomewhattothatofSteuart. Rossstates , “Like others , Kamesseems

tohaveignoredSteuart'sbook ヘ46) butitishardtothinkthatLordKames , alwaysknowntohave

beenamanfullofcuriosity , wasindifferenttoSteuart'sPri 町iples whichhadbeenpublishedinLonｭ

donmanyyearsbefore. AsLehmannsays ,4 7) LordKameswasalertenoughtoknowaboutseveral

booksonpoliticaleconomypublishedinBritainandinFrance , suchasHume'sEss りs ， Tucker's

works , Steuart'sPrinciples, writingsofPhysiocratsandFrenchEconomists. Itwouldbereasonableto

thinkthatatleasthewasnotunfamiliarwiththem.

Ontheotherhand , itisclearthatLordKameswasagainstHume , whotookapositiveviewof

luxury , sayingthatitpromotesthedivisionanddevelopmentoftheagricultureandtheindustrγHe
wasagainstSteuartaswell , asthelatterthoughtthattheluxurycreatesthed

IV CommerceandStandardofValue

Inthefirststageofhumansociety , barterisasufficientmeansofsatisfyi 時the modestwantsof

43) Ibid. , YoU , p.114.

44) Ibid. ,p.IIS.
4S) Ibid. ,p.IIS.

46) Ross,op.cit.,p.183
47) Lehmann ,op.cit.,p.2S6
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people. Thesavageshadnoideaofequivalenceinexchange , andthekindsorquantityofgoods
wereextremelylimited. Therefore ,thegrowthofpopulationandtheincreaseofwantsmadethebarｭ
tersquitedeficien t. “Barter issomewhatenlargedbycovenants:abushelofwheatisdeliveredto

me , uponmypromisinganequivalentatfuturetime. 叶8) However , theexchangeofgoodsisnot
possibleifonedoesnothavetheequivalentarticlewhichtheotherpartywants , orifheisnottrusted

bytheotherparty , andthecovenantthereforecannotovercomethedeficiency. “The numberless

wantsofmencannotreadilybesupplied , withoutsomecommodityingeneralestimation , thatwillbe

gladlyacceptedinexchangeforeveryothe r. ,,4 9) Thencomegoldandsilver , whichcanfillupthe
void. Theyarenotvoluminous , andtheyneedlittleefforttokeep. Moreover , theirvaluedoesnot

diminishovertime. Theyareperfectlyhomogenousregardlessofwheretheycamefrom , assuch , a
givenquantityofpuregoldorsilverisalwaysequivalenttothesamequantityofpuregoldorsilver.

Thesemetalscanbebrokenintothesmallerunits ,mostconvenientfortrade.

Whengoldandsilverwereintroducedintocommerce , theywerebarteredasgoods , justlike

othercommodities. However , mensoonrealizedthatbymeasuringweightofthesemetals , ahigh

degreeofaccuracycouldbeattainedinthetransactionofgoldandsilver , buttheycaneasilybemixｭ

edwiththeinferiormetalsandthereforetheweightaloneisofnoguaranteefortheirabsolutevalue.

Toprevent 仕aud ， menthoughtofthestampingonpiecesofgoldandsilver. Thesewerethencalled

coins. Itwasaremarkableimprovementincommerce , butnotwithoutaproblem , inthatcoins
wearoutincirculation. Thus , thepublicstampsarenolongersufficientasguarantee , asitseffect

waslimitedtothatofpurity. Itwasnecessaηto reverttotheoldpracticeofweighingcoinand

securingtheirpurity. Thisisquitetroublesomeintheactualtrade. Peoplethenfoundpaper

moneyastheuniquesolutiontoalltheseproblems. Itwaspractical ,andmoreover ,thelossofvalue
duetowearandtearcaneasilybeavoided.

LordKamesexplainedinthiswaywhymoneybecamenecessaη ， butherejectedthelabour

theoryofvalueasthebasisofmeasureofexchange , saying: “As commercecannotbecarriedonto

anyextentwithoutastandardforcomparinggoodsofdifferentkinds , andaseverycommercialcounｭ

tryisposses

48) Sketches, VoLl , p.128.

49) Ibid. , p.128.

50) Ibid. ,p.13!.
51) Ibid. ,p.132.
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equivalent , butthisassumptionishardlytenable. “The fewwhoareskilfulwilljustlydemandmore

fortheirlabourthanthecommonrate. Anexperthusbandmanbestowsnomorelabourinraisinga

hundredbushelsofwheat ,thanhisignorantneighbourinraisingfifty:iflabourbetheonlystandard ,
thetwocropsoughttoaffordthesameprice. ,,52) Finally , thismeasurecanonlybeappliedtothose

goodswhichrequirelabour. Cantherebeanymeasuresuitableforevaluatinginthesamewaythe

natural 仕uits orsomethingotherswhichrequirenolabour?

Havingthusr吋ected thelabourtheoryofvalue , LordKamesgoesontosaythathedoesnot

acceptMontesquieu'stheoryinwhichthemechanicalquantityofmoneyisthedeterminantofprice.

“ Montesquieu attemptstoaccountforthepriceasfollows. Hebeginswithsupposing , thatthereis

butonecommodityincommerce ,divisiblelikegoldandsilverintoparts , thepartslikethoseofgold
andsilveruniformandequallyperfect. Uponthatsupposition , theprice , sayshe , ofthewholecomｭ

moditycollectedintoamass ,willbethewholecurrentgoldandsilver;andthepriceofanyparticular

quantityoftheformer , willbethecorrespondingquantityofthelatter , thetenthortwentiethpartof
theonecorrespondingtothetenthortwentiethpartoftheother. Hegoesontoapplythesame

computationtoallthevarietyofgoodsincommerce;andconcludesingeneral ,thatasthewholemass
ofgoodsincommercecorrespondstothewholemassofgoldandsilverincommerceasitsprice , so

thepriceofthetenthortwentiethpartoftheformerwillbethetenthortwentiethpartofthe

latter. ,,53) ThemechanicalquantitytheoryofmoneywastakenoverbyHumeandbecameoneof

thebasicpremisesofclassicaleconomists. Kames , however , says: “According tothiscomputation ,

alldifferentgoodsmustgivethesameprice , orwhichisthesamebeofequalvalue , providedtheir
weightormeasurebethesame.,,54 ) . Tohim , therefore ,thetheoryisapurenonsense.

Hisopinionsandviewssummarizedsofarmaynotbeperfectlyclearandwellthoughtof, but

theysufficientlyshowthathewasagainstbothparadigmsoftheclassicallabourtheoryofvalueand

themechanicalquantitythoeryofmoney. Kamesthinksthatthevalueorpriceisdeterminedbythe

demand , saying “ it isthedemandchieflywhichfixedthevalueofeverycommodity. Quantity

beyondthedemandrendersevennecessariesofnovalue;ofwhichwaterisanins

52) Ibid.,p.133.
53) Ibid.,pp.134-5.cr.Montesquieu,EspritdesLois,Liv.22,ch.7, Garnier, 1973, Vo1.2,p.72.
54) Sketches, YoU ,p.135.
55) Ibid.,pp.135-6.
56) CιMerkel ， op.cit.,pp.25-33,esp.p.32,29.
57) Sketches, YoU ,pp.136-7.
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Then , whatdeterminesthemagnitudeofdemand? Kamessaysthatitisnoteasytofindwhat

createsagivensizeofdemand. Ineverycountry ,thedemandfornecessariesclearlydependsonthe
numberofitsinhabitants , butthismaynotnecessarilyapplytothegoodsofconvenience , because
somepeoplemaynotwantthemsomuchasothersdo. Demandsfortheluxuriousgoodsandthose

whicharetosatisfYthetastesofsomepeoplearearbitrary. Thisclassificationofgoodsinthreecateｭ
goriesisinteresting , andalthoughKamesdoesnotelaborateonit , theidearemindsusthattheprices

ofarticlesvarydependingonwhethertheyareneccessaries , conveniences , orluxuries(evenifthe
principleofvalueitselfisthesame).

AccordingtoKames , thewayhowthevalueofgoldandsilverisdeterminedisdifferentfrom
thecaseofothergoods. Thevalueofgoldandsilver ,inthebeginningofcirculationwasarbitrarily

setandvariable ,justlikeanyotherproduct , butinduecoursetheyendedupinfindingtheirown
value. However , “With respecttovalue , thereisagreatdifferencebetweenmoneyandothercomｭ

modities". Whilethevalueofothergoodsdependsonthebalanceofdemandandsupply ,theavailaｭ
bilityofgoldandsilverissolimitedinquantity , whereasthedemandisunbounded. Therefore ,

Kamesthinksthatthequantityalonedeterminesthevalueofgoldandsilver. “Gold andsilver ,

beingthussoonerfixedintheirvaluethanothercommodities , becomeastandardforvaluingeverγ

othercommodity , andconsequentlyforcomparativevalues. ,,58 ) Themeasureofvaluesisindispensｭ

abletotrade ,andwheregoldandsilverarenotknownotherstandardsareestablishedinpractice.
Allthesediscussions , however ,werenotthemainissueofthethirdSketch.

V EffectsofFluctuationoftheQuantityofMoneyinCirculation

KamessaidthatinthethirdSketch , “my chiefview......is , toexaminehowfarindustrγand

commerceareaffectedbythequantityofcirculatingcoin. ,,59) Thisissuewasexactlywhatconstiｭ

tutedthecoreofthemonetaη T andeconomicdebatesstartedfromHume'sPoliticalDiscourses(1752).

Itrepresentedthewatershedbetweenthemercantilistparadigmandthatofclassicalpoliticalecoｭ

nomy. LordKames'sargumentonthisissueshowshowheunderstoodandrespondedtotheconｭ

troversybetweenHumeandTucker.

“Supposing，日 rs t， thequantityofmoneyincirculationandthequantityofgoodsinthemarket ,

tocontinuethesame , thepricewillriseandfallwiththedemand....... Thepriceoffish , flesh , butｭ

terandcheese , ismuchhigherthanformerly;forthesebeingnowthedailyfoodevenofthelowest

people ,thedemandforthemisgreatlyincreased.,,60)

Ifweassumethatthequantityofgoodsistheonlyvariable , thepricesshouldfallasthequantiｭ

tyofgoodsincreases , andviceversa. Inotherwords , “the priceisdirectlyasthedemand , andinｭ

verselyasquantity. ,,6 1) “The manufacturesofwool , flax , andmetalsaremuchcheaperthanformerｭ

ly;forthoughthedemandhasincreased , yetbyskillandindustrythequantitiesproducedhavein-

58) Ibid. ,p.139.
59) Ibid. ,p.140.

60) Ibid. ,p.140.

61) Ib 以 ， p.142.
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creasedinagreaterproportion."62)

Fluctuationofthequantityofmoneyincirculationis “the mostintricatecircumstance." Now ,
“ I putasimplecase , thatthehalfofourcurrentcoinisatoncesweptawaybysomeextraordinarγ
accident. Thisatfirstwillembarrassourinternalcommerce , asthevenderwillinsistfortheusual
price , whichnowcannotbeafforded. Buttheerrorofsuchdemandwillsoonbediscovered;andthe

priceofcommodities , aftersomefluctuation ,willsettleattheonehalfofwhatitwasformerly. ,,63) In

suchacase , thereisnodecreaseinthevalueofgoods. “Put nextthecase ,thatbysomeaccidentour
coinisinstantlydoubled:theresultmust be , notinstantaneous indeed , todoublethepriceof

commodities. ,,64) Inthiscasealso , thoughthepricegoesup , thereisnosubstantialvariationinthe
valueofgoodseither.

Basedontheseprecedingconsiderationsitispossilbetoknowexactly“ how industryandcomｭ

merceareaffectedbyvariationsinthequantityofcirculatingcoin". Withoutmoney , artsandmanuｭ

facturescannotbemadeanyprogress. “Commerceamonganendlessnumberofindividuals , who

dependoneachotherevenfornecessaries , wouldbeinextricablewithoutaquantityofcirculating

coin. Moneymaybejustlyconceivedtobetheoil, thatlubicratesallthespringsandwheelsofa
greatmachine ,andpreservesitinmotion. ,,65)

Therefore ,thequantityofmoneyincirculationcanbesaidtobesufficientifitcanmeetallpayｭ

mentstobemadeforthepurchaseofgoodsandforthelabour. If, onthecontrary , peoplefallinto

debtinspiteofthefactthattheyhavebeendoingthelucrativebusinessinaprudentmanner ,thenit
isaclearindicationthatmoneyisscarce ,andthisoccurredofteninScotland.
ThisargumentofKamesonmoneyresemblesthatofHumeandhegoesontosaythus. “Sup­

posingusnowtobeprovidedwithnomoreofthatpreciousoilthanisbarelysu 伍cient fortheeasy

motionofourindustryandmanufactures , adiminutionofthenecessaryquantitymustretardthem:

ourindustryandmanufacturesmustdecay;andifwedonotconfinetheexpenceoflivingtoourpreｭ

sentcircumstances ,whichseldomhappens , thebalanceoftradewithforeignnationswillturnagainst
us , andleaveusnoresourceformakingthebalanceequalbuttoexportourgoldandsilver. And
whenwearedrainedofthesemetals , farewelltoartsandmanufactures:weshallbereducedtothe

conditionofsavage

62) Ibid. ,p.141.

63) Ibid. ,p.142.

64) Ibid. ,p.143.
65) Ibid. ,p.144-5.
66) Ibid. ,p.145-6.
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Aninfluxofwealthresultingfromapositivebalancestimulatesouractivity. Plentlyofmoney

heightensourspiritsandinspiresthedesireforenjoymen t. “Plenty ofmoneyisaprevailingmotive

evenwiththemostsedate , toexertthemselvesinbuilding , inhusbandry , inmanufactures , andin

othersolid improvements. ,,6 7) Asthepricesofproductsgoupbecauseoftheadditionaldemand ,

wagesrisealso. Labourersarenolongercontentwithmerenecessaries. Theynowwanttobuy

articlesofconvenience ,andtheirpricegoesupinturns. “In short ,increaseofmoneyraisestheprice
ofeveη ，commodity; partlyfromthegreaterquantityofmoney , andpartlyfromtheadditionaldeｭ
mandforsupplyingartficialwants. Hithertoadelightfulviewofprosperouscommerce:butbehold

theremoteconsequences. Highwagesatfirstpromoteindustry , anddoublethequantityoflabour:

buttheutmostexertionoflabourislimitedwithincertainbounds;andaperpetualinfluxofgoldand

silverwillnotforeverbeattendedwithaproportionalquantityofwork:Thepriceoflabourwillrise

inproportiontothequantityofmoney;buttheproducewillnotriseinthesameproportion;andfor

thatreasonourmanufactureswillbedearerthanformerly. Hencedismalscene. Thehighpriceat

homeofourmanufactureswillexcludeusfromforeignmarkets; ……Andwhatisstillmoredismal ,

weshallbedeprivedevenofourownmarkets;forinspiteoftheutmostvigilance , foreigncommodｭ

ities , cheaperthanourown ,willbepouredinuponus. Thelastsceneistobedeprivedofourgold
andsilver , andreducedtothesamemiserablestateasifthebalancehadbeenagainstusfromthe
beginning. 円68 )

ItgoeswithoutsayingthatthisopinionbearsacloseresemblancetoHume'sfamousargument

ofthequantity-theoryspecie-flowdoctrineconsistingofthetheoryofautomaticallya司justing mechanｭ

ismofspecieandthetheoryofcontinuousinfluenceofinfluxofmoney.

LordKamesyetsaysthereareexceptionstothis. Insomecountries , moneyisabundant , yet

labourandmanufacturedgoodsarecheap , suchasthebasinofGanges. Asthepoliticalwriterssay ,

oneofthereasonsmightbethatNabobsaccumulatemoneyandwithdrawitfromcirculation ,butthis
doesnotexplaineverything. There , themainarticlesofexportationaremanufacturedgoods , and

theirpricesarelowpartIybecause“ an acreofriceyieldsmorefoodthanfiveacresofwheat ぺand

“ r

67) Ibid. ,p.146.
68) Ibid. ,pp.I4-6-8.
69) Ibid. ,p.149. Asimiliardesc 叩tion canbeseeninThe肋alt h ojNations(VoU ,pp.223-4).

70) Sketches, YoU ,pp.149-50.
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inthiscondition.

Therefore , thecaseofSpaintellsusthat “the exportationofoursilvercointotheEastindies , so

loudlyexclaim'dagainstbyshallowpoliticians , istous , onthecontrary , amostsubstantialblessing:

itkeepsupthevalueofsilver , andconsequentlylessensthevalueoflabourandofgoods , whichenｭ
abIesustomaintainourplaceinforeignmarkets. ,,7 l ) ThefreetradewithEastIndiesisbeneficialto

Britain.

Peoplearesoignorantthattheycannotacceptthenecessarylinkageofcauseandeffect. Tradｭ

ingnationsareanxioustorealizethepositivetradebalancebutit is, inthe end , destructive.
“It appearstheintentionofProvidence , thatallnationsshouldbenefitbycommerceasbysunshine;
anditissoordered , thatanunequalbalanceisprejudicialtothegainersaswellastothelosers:the

latterareimmediatesufferers;butnolesssoultimatelyaretheformer. Thisisoneremarkableinstｭ

ance , amongmany , ofprovidentialwisdominconductinghumanaffairs , independentofthewillof

man , andfrequentlyagainsthiswill. ,,72 ) Theseambitiousnationswhoselocationsareadvantageous

fortradewilltrγto monopolizeeverythingandreducetheirneibourstowoodcuttersorwaterdrawers.

However , suchambitionalwaysfaceanunsurmountableobstacle. Here , LordKamesgoesbeyond

DavidHumeandhisargumentisnowclosertothatofSmith ,orconflictwiththeviewofTuckerwho
maintainedthattheadvancedcountriescouldperpetuatetheirpredominanceforeve r. “The commerｭ

cialbalanceheldbythehandofProvidence , isneverpermittedtopreponderatemuchtooneside;

andeveη T nationpartakes , ormaypartake , ofallthecomfortsoflife. Engrossingisbadpolicy:men

areprompted , bothbyinterestandduty , tosecondtheplanofProvidence;andtopreserve , asnearas

possible , equalityinthebalanceoftrade. ,,(73)

VI DependenceonHumeandOppositiontoHim

Fromtheaboveanalysis , itmaybesaidthatLordKames'sviewofeconomyorcommerceisnot

toofarfromthatoftheclassicaleconomists. Wecantentativelyconcludethathesupportedthe

sametheoryof 丘町trade asadvocatedbyHumeandSmith. Yet, Smith's theory , likethatofTucker ,

differsfromLordKames'stotheextentthattheybelievedtheadvancednationscouldmaintaintheir

superiorityinindustryandcommerceforever. Onthewhole , thedependenceonHumeseemstobe

characteristicofKames'sview. UnlikeHume , however , Kamesthoughtitpossibletokeepthe
quantityofcurrencyataproperlevel. Hesaysitisworthwhiletowatchcarefullytherecordskept

bytheforeignmintofficesinordertoavoidthesuperfluouscurrencyexceedingthatoftheneibouring

countries , ortoeliminatetheexcessivemoneybyaccumulatingitasthetreasuryreserve. “A great

sumlock'dbyupafrugalking , HenryVII.ofEnglandforexample , lessensthequantityofmoneyin
circulation:profusioninasuccessorwhichwasthecasewithHenryVIII.isaspurtoindustrγ ， simiｭ

lartotheinfluxofgoldandsilverfromthenew world. ,,74) Here , weencounteronceagain

71) Ibid.,p.151-2.

72) Ibid.,p.153.
73) Ibid.,p.154.

74) Ibid.,pp.155-6
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withHumeanormercantilistpatternofthinkingutilizingtheinf1ationaleffectofstimulatingtheinｭ

dustryorcommercebytheincreaseofthequantityofmoney , butfundamentallyLordKamesneither

emphasizedthisviewpoint ,noradvocatedsuchapolicy.

Instead , weshouldprobablythinkthatKames'smaincharacteristicisshowninhiscomments

onthecantonBernasfollows: “The cantonofBern , bylockingupmoneyinitstreasury , possesses

themiraculousartofreconcilingimmensewealthwithfrugalityandcheaplabour. A climatenot

kindly , andasoilnotnaturallyfertile , enuredtheinhabitantstotemperanceandtovirtue. Patriotｭ

ismistheirrulingpassion;theyconsiderthemselvesaschildrenoftherepublic;arefondofserving

theirmother;andholdthemselvessufficientlyrecompensedbytheprivilegeofservingher. Thepubｭ

licrevenuegreatlyexceedstheexpenceofgovernment:theycarefullylockupthesurplusforpurchasｭ

inglandwhenaproperopportunityoffers;whichisashiningproofoftheirdisinterestednessaswell

asoftheirwisdom. Bythatpoliticmeasure , muchmorethanbywar , thecantonofBern , froma

veryslenderorigin ,isnowfarsuperiortoanyoftheothercantonsinextentofterritory. Butinwhat

otherpartoftheglobearetheretobefoundministersofstate , moderateanddisinterestedlikethe

citizensofBern! ,,75) Thisisnothingbutthevoiceofacivichumanist. LordKamesusestheBerｭ

nesecasetocriticizetheBritishministryoradministrators. Thehugetreasurewilldisappearoverｭ

nightundertheircustody , andworseistocomefromtheincreaseofcurrencyincirculationabovethe

desirablelevel. Thiscriticismisdirectedtothecurrency , publiccredit , andwarpoliticstakenafter

theGloriousRevolution ,especiallybytheWalpoleMinistryandWhigEstablishment(CourtWhigs).
Itisdifficulttospeci 舟more preciselytowhomtheattackwasdirected. Ofevengreaterimportance

toKames , however ,wastheconcernthatifthe“ ambitious king"-meaningGeorgeIII-assumedthe

politicalleadership ,freedomwouldbeindanger.

Woulditbesufficient , then , tokeepthecurrencysupplyataproperlevel? LordKamessupｭ

portstheideaof“a bountyonexportation"toprotectBritishpositionintheforeignmarket. “A

properbountywouldbalancethegrowingpriceoflabourandmaterialsathome , andkeepopenthe
foreignmarket. Byneglectingthatsalutarymeasure , theDut

75) Ibid. ,p.156. ThisappraisalofBern,whichremindsusofthatofGenevabyRousseau,issubduedinlaｭ
terSketchonthe ‘different formsofGevemment' ,whereKameswrites“Nohumanworkcanbeeverlastｭ
ing…...PatriotismisobservedoflateyearstobeonthedeclineamongthecitizensofBern;andnowonｭ

der, consideringthatluxuryandselfishnessarethenever-failingoffspringofopulence." Sketches, Vol. lI ,

p.245note.

76) Sketches, YoU ,pp.157-8.
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sphere. ,,( 77) Ifthisissoineffect , thenthepreviouscontentionswillhavetobemodifiedinproporｭ

tiontothescaleofagriculturalinterest , butKamesdoesnotelaboratetheissueanyfurther.

Finally , LordKamesputintoquestionbanks. “ It isanimportantquestion , Whetherabank

uponthewholebefriendlytocommerce. ,,(78) Banksnodoubtcanservetopromoteindustrγ ， just

likeanewinfluxofmoney. Atthesametime , theyraisethepriceoflabourandofmanufactures.

Asitis , bankscanbringahugebenefitwheremoneyisscarce , astheycansupplyadditionalcurrency

tostimulateindustry. However , inthosecountrieswherethecurrencyisabundantorevensuperｭ

｣luoustosupporttheextensivecommerce , banksareobstaclestotheforeigntrade , excluding“ what is

erectedforthesupplyingthemerchantwithreadymoneybydiscountingbills"

Thesetwotypesofbanksshouldbewatchedcarefully. Billsornotesdiscountedbydiscounting

banksmustbelimitedtothoseissuedinthecourseofactualtransaction. Fictitiousbills , i.e. , those
issuedforthepurposeofmerelyobtainingloans , mustbeexcluded. Ontheotherhand , incaseof

lendingbanks , theyshouldwatchcarefullyovertheriskofcreditexpansion.

Inthiscontext , LordKamespraisesPrussianmonetaryandtradepolicy. “The differenteffects

ofplentyandscarcityofmoney , havenotescapedthatpenetratinggenius , thesovereignofPrussia.

Moneyisnotsoplentifulinhisdominionsastomakeitnecessarytowithdrawaquantitybyheaping

uptreasure. HeindeedalwaysretainsinhistreasurysixorsevenmillionsSterlingforansweringunｭ

foreseendemands:butbeingsensiblethatwithdrawingfromcirculationanylargersumwouldbepreｭ

judicialtocommerce , everyfarthingsavedfromthenecessaryexpenceofgovernment , islaidoutupon

buildings , uponoperas , uponanythingratherthancrampcirculation. Inthatkingdom , abank

establishedforlendingmoneywouldpromoteindustrγand manufactures."79)

HeprobablywasthinkingthatPrussiashouldbeamodelforScotland.

Theoretically ,LordKamesseemstohaveowedalottoHume ,exceptinregardtothemonetary

policy , wherehedidnotfollowHume'slaisses-fairetheoryandupheldsomepositivepolicies , aswe
havealreadyseen. Asaneconomist ,hestoodsomewhatbehindofthetopfront- thisimpressionis
undeniable , butthemainpurposeofthepresentpaperistocastalightonsomeaspec

77) Ibid.,p.158.
78) Ibid.,p.159.
79) Ib 以 ， pp.160-61.


