
THE
KYOTOUNIVERSITY

ECONOMICREVIEW
ME 孔fOIRS OFTHEGRADUATESCHOOLOFECONO孔HCS

KYOTOUNIVERSITY

SUPPLEMENT APRIL2004

め70tO Universl 砂Economic Review , 1926羽03

byTadaeSAKURADA ホ

trans.andrev.byKiichiroYAGI**

1.TheOldestWesternLanguageEconomicsJournalinJapan

TheKyotoUni νersity EconomicReviewwasfoundedbytheDepartmentofEconomics

oftheImperialUniversityofKyotoinJuly1926.Althoughthepublicationofthejournalwas

suspendedduetotheevacuationandconfusionduringthefinalstageofthewarandafterit

(1945-1949), itcontinueduptovol.76in2003.Since2004 , ithasbeensucceededbyanewjourｭ

nal, whichisopentotheentireacademicworldandistitledtheKyotoEconomicReview.The

issuesofthisjournalarenumberedincontinuationwiththoseofitspredecessor.

ThisistheoldestWesternlanguageacademicjournalofeconomicsinJapan.Itwasfolｭ

lowed ラin the1930s, bythejournaloftheOsakaCollegeofCommerceandthejournalofthe

KobeCollegeofCommerce.However , theformerappearedforonlyfivevolumes(1 93 3 ・ 1 93 7)，

whilethelatterlastedfortwovolumes(1938-1942).TheKyotoUniversityEconomicReviewexｭ

ceedsthemincontinuityaswell.
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2.SignificanceofthePublication

TheeditorialforewordintheReview'sfirstissuedescribeditsaimasfollows:

Manyofthestudiesinthenaturalandsocialsciencesalreadypublishedinour

countryhavehadfar-reachingeffectsintheadvancementofsciencesandenｭ

hancementofhumanhappiness , butasthem勾ority ofthemwerewritteninthe

JapaneselanguagetheyhavenotbeenaccessibletoWesternscholars.Although

studiesinthenaturalscienceshavebeenpublishedbyourscholarsthroughbooks ,
universitymemoirs ラreports ofvariousassociationsandothersallofwhichwere

writteninWesternlanguages , nosimilarattempthas, sofar, beenmadeasregards

thestudiesinsocialsciences , theresultbeingthattherealconditioninthefield

ofoureconomicsciencehasbeenalmostunknowntotheWesterncountries.Reｭ

alizingthatsuchaconditionistrulyregrettablefromthestandpointofintellectual

cooperationwhichshouldbeestablishedbythescholarsofallnations , theEcoｭ

nomicDepartmentoftheImperialUniversityofKyotohasdecidedtoundertake

theworkofpublishingaseriesofmemoirs.

3.HighTideAroundtheFoundationoftheEconomicsDepartment

Itwasin1919thattheDepartmentofEconomicsseparatedfromtheDepartmentofLaw

oftheKyotoUniversity.Priortothis , economicswastaughtintheSchoolofLaw , whichwas

foundedin1899.UnderanewdecreeoftheImperialUniversity , economistsinKyotowerealｭ

lowedtohavenewfacultyasweretheircolleaguesattheUniversityofTokyo.In1922, fullpro 幽

fessorchairsinsocialpolicyandeconomichistorywereaddedtotheoriginaleightfullprofessor

chairs.In1924, thedepartment'scapacityforthenewenrollmentincreasedfrom100studentsto

250students.

AcademicsinKyotoenthusiasticallydevotedthemselvestotheresearch.Theyformed

theSocietyforEconomicsandheldanannualassemblyonthefoundationdayofthedepartment.

Professorsandgraduatestudentsfreelydiscussedvarioustopicsofeconomicsciencesinthedeｭ

partment'smonthlyworkshops.TheKeizaiRonso , whichhadbeenestablishedelevenyearsbeｭ

foretheReview(July1915)wasissuedmonthly.Mostprofessorsregularlypublishedtheirartiｭ

desinit.

ShiroSugiharadescribesthedecisionofeconomistsinKyototoestablishtheKeizai

Ronso:"Around1915, researcherswhohadgrownupinKyotostartedjoiningthestaffandacaｭ

demicproductivityincreased.EconomistsinKyotoestablishedtheKeizaiRonsowiththeconｭ

victionthattheywerenowindependent仕om theUniversityofTokyoandcouldassumetherole

ofamotorinthegrowthofeconomicsinJapan.Thiscontinuedforseveralyearsresultinginthe

separationoftheEconomicsDepartment."1)

WesupplementSugihara'scommentwithsomehistoricalinformation.Accordingtothe

foundationplanoftheSchoolofLawintheImperialUniversityofKyoto(1899) ラfour full-

1) ShiroSugihara , NihonnoKeizaiZasshi(EconomicJournalsinJapan) , NihonKeizaiHyoron-sha , 1987, p.47.
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professorchairsweretobeassignedtoeconomics.Inthefollowingyear , thefirstchairinecoｭ

nomicsandachairforpublicfinancewereestablished;thesecondchairineconomicsfollowed

in190I , andthechairforstatisticsfollowedin1902.Allprofessorswhowerenominatedinthese

yearsweregraduatesfromtheUniversityofTokyo:Ki 吋i Tajima , KaichiToda , ShusukeHirobe ,

MasaoKambe , GotaroOgawa , andHajimeKawakami.Itwasinthefallof1907thatthefirst

Kyotograduate , SeijiTakarabe ,joinedthestaff(日 rst asalecturer).HewasfollowedbyShiro

Kawada ラMieno Yamamoto , EijiroHonjo , andShotaroKojima.Withstaffcomingfromtheuniｭ

versityitself, economistsinKyotoachievedtheirindependencefromTokyo.Theydevotedthemｭ

selvestothegrowthofeconomicsinKyoto , incompetitionwithTokyo.HyoueOhuchimenｭ

tionedtheactiveinvolvementofeconomistsinKyotoaroundthefoundationofthedepartment

inhismemoirasfollows:

Duringtheseyears , KyotoUniversitybegantosurpassTokyointhefieldoftheｭ

oryandpolicyresearch.AlthoughKyotodidnothaveesteemedprofessors , such
asNoburuKanai ラInazo Nitobe ラand KuranosukeMatsuzakiofTokyo , somestuｭ

dentsofKanaiandMatsuzakihadestablishedtheircareersasprofessorsofeco 司

nomicsinKyoto.SomeofthesewereKaichiToda , Ki吋i Tajima, MasaoKambe ,

GotaroOgawa , HajimeKawakami ラShiro Kawada , andSeijiTakarabe(thelast

twowerenotgraduatesfromTokyo).Theywereequippedwithpowerfulwriting

inadditiontotheirrivalrywithTokyo.Thus , theyendeavoredtodeveloptheir

journal , KeizaiRonso.Inparticular 司the articlesofToda , Ogawa, Yoneda(Shotaro

Yoneda) , Kawakami , andKawadaattractedthepublicattention.Researchinecoｭ

nomichistorybyUchida(GinzoUchida)andHonjo白rt her increasedtheappeal

ofthejournal.Inthemeantime , thesalesoftheKeizaiRonsobegantoexceed

thoseoftheKokkagakkaiZasshioftheUniversityofTokyoandthejournal

caughtupwiththeKokuminKeizaiZasshi , analliedjournalofcommercialcolｭ

legesofTokyoandKobe.Inshort, KyotobecameanewMeccaoftheeconomics

inJapan."2)

4.Translators

MostarticlesintheReviewwereJapanesearticlesthatwerechosenfromthoseinthe

KeizaiRonso.Fromthebeginninguptothelastissuebefore1945, thenamesoftranslatorsand

supervisorsappearedintheReview.MostofthemhadworkedwithEnglishnewspapersinJapan ラ

suchasTheJap αn TimesandTheJapanChronicle.SeveralforeignprofessorsoftheFacultyof

Lettersjoinedthemassupervisors.

5.Distribution

KyotoeconomistshadtosetupaworldwidedistributionnetworkoftheReviewontheir

2) HyoueOhuchi , Keizaigaku50nen(50yearswitheconomics) ,UniversityofTokyoPress , 1970 , Book1,p.54.
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ownsincethiswasthefirstattemptatinternationalpublicationinJapan.Theyactuallymanaged

todothisandreceivedageneralwelcome.InthesecondissueofthefirstvolumeoftheReview ,

theeditorreportedthefollowing:

Ofthetotal1,000 copiesprintedofVol.1.No.1 , 800copieswerepresentedto

universities , libraries , institutions , andprofessorsofvariousnations , whilethereｭ

maining200copieswereputonsaleattheMaruzenBookStore , andbynowthe

editionmaybesaidtobeexhausted.Tobemoreexact , thecopiesthusdistributed

were200forEngland ,200forAmerica , 100forGermany , 100forFrance , 100for

Japan , and100forothercountries.Frommostoftheinstitutionsandeconomists

towhomcopiesweresent, wehavereceivedkindcommentsandcriticismsas

wellaslettersofthanks ラand weonlyregretthatspacedoesnotallowforthepubｭ

licationofalltheseinthepresentnumber.Wehavereceived , frommanyquarters ,
applicationsforcopies , butthecopiesprintedofourfirstissuewerelimitedin

number , andsincetheeditionisexhausted , weintendtosendcopiesofthepresent

andsucceedingnumberstotheseapplicantswithourcomplimentsandthisexplaｭ

natIOn.

Althoughthelistofaddressesnolongerexists , the800addressesappeartobesufficient

tocoversignificantinstitutionsandscholarsoftheworldatthattime.Yet, theeditorsentaletter

datedOctober1, 1926totheserecipientsaskingthemtoconfirmtheirsubscriptionandrequestｭ

ingthemforinformationonotherpossiblerecipients.Thisrevealsthedeterminationoftheediｭ

torstowardthediffusionoftheirresearchresults.

6.OverseasRepercussions

ThepublicationofaWesternlanguagejournalwasanaturaloutcomeoftheconfidence

andconvictionofeconomistsinKyoto.Indeed , therewereconsiderablerepercussionsofconｭ

tinuouslymakingtheresearchresultsofthestaffofthedepartmentpublic.

Thefeedbackfromoverseasservedasfurtherencouragementforthestaffsresearch.It

iswellknownthatthetheoreticalresearchofKeiShibataintheReviewwaspraisedbyOskar

LangeasthefirstattempttobridgethegapbetweenMarxianeconomicsandthegeneralequilibｭ

riumtheory.TheanalysisofJapaneseagriculturebyYoshinosukeVagiwassaidtobeappreciｭ

atedbyAmericanpolicymakers , sinceitfurtheredtheirunderstandingofthesituationinJapan.

Later , after1945, MauriceDobbrepliedtoHorieHideichi'scriticismofhiminthe1955issue

oftheReview.

7.Suspensionfrom1945to1949

Fromvol.14(1939)onward , theReviewbecameaquarterlyjournal.Itisremarkablethat

ajournalcomposedmostlyofEnglishpapersmanagedtocontinueduringtheyearsofwar.AIｭ

thoughwecanimaginethatdistributiontotheUnitedStatesandBritainwasdifficultduring

theseyears , theactualsituationisnotclearlyknown.TheReviewwaseventuallyforcedto
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suspendpublicationatthebeginningof1944, withvol.19, issueno.1beingthelastissue.It

tookseveralyearsfortheReviewtoresumepublicationsincethewarandthesubsequentreshufｭ

flingofstaffhadbroughtmanyobstaclestothereconstructionofthedepartmentitself.

8.RevivaloftheReviewAftertheWar

TheReviewwasrevivedinApril1950withvol.20, no.1.Itreturnedasabiannualjour ・

nalandwasprintedwithoutanyexplanationintheeditorial.Onepurposeoftherevivalwasto

acquireacademicresourcesfromoverseasinexchange.Thiswasaparticularlyeffectivewayof

acquiringeconomicsresourcesthatwerenotavailableinbookshopsfromthenewsocialistcounｭ

triesofEasternEurope.Thiscontributedtowardenrichingthecollectionofthedepartmentliｭ

brary , particularly , intermsofEast-Europeanjournals.

9.DeclineoftheReview

Duringthe1970s, thebiannualprintingoftheReviewbecameuntenableandthepublicaｭ

tionitselfbecameirregular.Thiswasduetotheoutbreakandrecurrenceofthestudentunrest

thatannoyedthefacultyforadecadestartingfrom1969.Theblowwassoseverethateventhe

KeizaiRonsocouldnotmaintainitsorderlyprintingduringtheseyears.

AnotherdifficultythattheReviewfacedfromthe70sonwardwasthatthestandardpubｭ

licationprocessfollowedbytheReview , wherebypaperswritteninJapaneseandpublishedafter

translation , becameoutmoded.Theinternationalizationofeconomicsadvancedtosuchanextent

thatJapaneseeconomistscouldattendinternationalconferences , contributetoforeigneconomics

journals , andsoon , withouthesitation.TheexclusivenatureoftheReview , whichprintedthe

worksofonlythestaffwithoutanyformalevaluation , wasconceivedaslackingtheessential

qualitiesofaprestigiousacademicjournal.Someofthefacultymemberspreferredtousefaculty

discussionpapersforaninner-circlediscussionbeforecontributingtooverseasjournals.

Finally ラin 2003 , thefacultydecidedtomodifytheReviewasanopenrefereedjournal

fromits73rdvolumeonward.Alongwiththischange , thenamewasslightlymodified , andsince

2004, ithasbeenpublishedunderthenameoftheKyotoEconomicReview.




