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“Picture of Flourishing America” is actually copied from a picture of the
Royal Palace of Fredericksborg in Denmark. Hiroshige I apparently was
prompted to draw this picture after seeing a newspaper report that the Palace
had been razed by fire, together with an illustration of the Palace itself. Though
the buildings in Hiroshige II'’s illustration are hardly American, the people in
the foreground bear some resemblance to Americans, many of whom Hiroshige
himself must have seen in Japan. Other similar prints indicate the Japanese did
have a general idea of how people in the West lived.
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