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PARTONE:anintimatestudyofsurvivingcopiesofsetsuy6shil

TenyearsagoIpublishedanessayinfa ραn Forumwiththetitleof ‘Some
notesonthehistoryofJapanesetraditionalhouseholdencyclopedias'[Yokoyama:

1989]. Inthatessay(referredtohereafteras ‘Some notes') , Ibrieflyexplained

howthisgenreofliteraturenamedsetsuy6shu(lit.acompilationforoccasionaluse ,
orforsavinguse)developedfromitsinitialformasaquick-referenceJapanese-

*ThisisarevisedandenlargedversionofaVisitingLecturedeliveredattheOriental
InstituteoftheUniversityofOxfordon25November , 19991.

1 IexpressmygratitudetoDr.1.J.McMullenforhiscarefulaswellasconstructive
criticismofmyearlydraftofthelecture ,andtoDr.P.F.Kornickiforhiskindstylistic
suggestions. AlsomygratitudeisduetoSirKeithThomasandDr.TheodoreZeldin
fortheirstimulatingopinionsonmylaterdraft. Ishouldalsoliketoacknowledgemy
debttoPembrokeCollege, Oxford ,foritsofferofaSeniorCommonRoommembership
fortheMichaelmasTerm , 1999,whenthispaperwasdrafted. Lastly ,butnottheleast
importantformeistoexpressmyrenewedthankstomylong-termcollaborators ,
ProfessorSugitaShigeharuandDr.KojimaMitsuhiro , whoseimportantrolesinthis
studyaredulymentionedinthispaper , andalsotoMr.SekiKen'ichi , thecomputor
specialistwithoutwhosepersistenttechnicalsupportouranalyseswouldnothave
begun.
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Chinesedictionaryinthemid ・15th centuη T (aboutthetimeofGutenberg'sfirst
printedalmanac) , intoahouseholdencyclopediawithadditionalpagescontaining
usefulknowledgefordailylifefromthelate17thcenturyonwards. Untilthese
encyclopediasceasedtobewidelyusedintheearly20thcentury , however ,
thedictionaryportionremainedtheircore. There , Japanesevocabularywas
arrangediniroh α syll abary orderwithsubdivisionsofcategoriesofwordsranging
fromtheheavenlybodiestoinsects. ThisenableduserstoconvertJapanese
vernacularwordsintotheircorrespondingliteraryChinesecharacters , alongｭ
establishedpracticeofJapanesemenwhenwriting0血cial documents.

ThenIgavearoughsketchofthecontentsofEitaisetsuy6mujinz6(lit.
setsuy6shuforinfinitegenerationsasaninexhaustibletreasury/publishedinan
expandedforminKyotoandEdofromtheearly1830sonwards:referredto
hereafterasEitaisetsuy6)[Fig.1]. Duringmyfieldresearch ,Ihadgraduallycome
toregardthisversionasthemostbroadlydisseminatedandinthissense
representativeofthevariousvoluminousandpopularsetsuy6shupublishedduring
the19thcentury[Yokoyama: 1990, 185-186]. TheinformationwhichEitai

setsuy6providedforitsreaderscanbedividedintotwocategories:onehelped

Fig.1.thelistofcontentsforthe1849edition
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readerstosituatethemselvesintheuniversebyprovidingthemwithillustrated

historicalaccounts , suchasthechronologyoftheTenno(lit.thebrightgod-king

ofheaven/conventionallytranslatedas ‘emperor') descendingfromheavenlygods ,
andmapsoftheworldandbigcitiesinJapan , aswellasmanylistsofnames;and
theotherinstructedreaderstolearn‘proper ' civility(reij6, ritualpropriety)in

writingandinotheractivitiesrangingoveralmosteveryaspectofhumanlife , for
examplehowtofoldformalattire‘correctly ' , orhowtobowtootherstothe

‘correct' depthongivenoccasions , orhowtoavoidcertaindaysanddirections

whenundertakinganythingserious , inordernottooffendvariousdeitiesbothin

heavenandonearth. Thesetwocategorieswereinterconnectedinthereaders'

mindsandseemtohavefunctionedtogiveusersandtheirdependentsnumerous
constraintsaswellasencouragementtosustainorpromotecivilityintheirdaily

lives.

Thepresentwriterisusingtheword‘civility' inabroadsensetocoverhuman
attitudeseventowardsthenon-humanorsupernatural. Inamonotheisticworld
whereGodistranscendental,thisusageofthewordcouldneverbeproper,butin
apolytheisticworld,wherepowerfulnon-humanareabundantandnotthoughtof
astranscendental, thisusageseemsacceptable. Etymologicallythewordmeant
‘citizenhood', butatthemomentwhenasustainableglobalcivilisationislonged
for, anewusageofthewordwithanextendedmeaningmaypossiblybeworth
testing.

Followingthatintroduction , Iproposedanewmethodofassessingthe
civilisingroleplayedbythesevolumesbyexaminingthewearandtearon

survivingcopies. Tobemoreprecise ,themethodinvolvedobservingthepatterns
ofdarkishlinesonthesurfaceofthebottomverticaledgeofthevolumes , where
theloweredgesofallthepagescanbeseenatonce. Thepointofchoosingthe
bottomedgeofthevolumeisthateachtimeanypairofpagesisopenedandread ,
thefingersandsleevesofthereaderstouchthebottomedgesoftheopenedpages
andmakefaintstainswithoutdamagingneighbouringpages. Throughfrequent

andprolongeduse , theslighteststainscanaccumulate , turningthemselves

eventuallyintoagroupofdarkishlinesonthebottomedgesurface. Onemust

alsonotethatthosebooks , likemostotherbooksofJapanatthattime , were
alwaysstored 宜at ， leavingtheirbottomedgesurfacesseldomdamagedbybeing

presseddirectlytothesurfacesofshelvesordesks. Thesedarkishlinesare
thereforeevidenceofhowthevolumewasused. Onecanpointoutwhichpages

carryingwhatkindsofknowledgeweremorefrequentlyconsultedthanothers.

ConsideringthewholerangeofpoliteknowledgethatEitaisetsuy6contained ,
theselinescanberegardedasapreciousrecordofthepursuitofcivility
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unintentionallykeptbytheusers.
Atthatstageofmystudyinthelate1980s, however , Ihadtobecontentwith

testingtheabovemethodonlyonarestrictednumberofsurvivingcopies. In
‘Some notes' , IprovidedananalysisoftwoexamplesofEitaisetsuy6, whichI
believedtoillustratewidertrends:oneformerlykeptinabranchofatraditional
craftsman'shouseinthecityofNaraandtheotherkeptinascholarlymerchant's
houseinKyoto. Thedistributionofdarklinesonthebottomedgeofthese
examplesdi 宜ered ， andItentativelycalledtheformer‘the diffusetype' , andthe
latter‘the dictionary-orientedtype'. OnthebasisofthecopiesthatIhadsofar
seen , theformertypeseemedtosurpassthelatterinquantity.

Aremarkablefeatureoftheformer‘di鼠lse ' typewasitsinterestinliterary
eleganceaswellasinobservingvarioustaboosprescribedbyonmy6d6,thatisthe
Yin-yangschoolofastrologyandgeomancy(referredtohereafteras ‘the Yin-yang
school').Thisparticularcombinationofconcernsremindsoneofthemoresofthe
medievalkuge, courtnoblesinKyoto , anditmaybethatIhadencountereda
still-livingtraditionwhichwasinthecourseofdisseminationamongthewider
populaceduringthe19thcentury. Thiswasaspeculationbasedonthelimited
dataIhadatthattime. Substantiatedbyfurtherdata , however , itwastoprovide
evidenceofanimportantbutsofarignoredsocialphenomenonofpre-industrial
Japanesesociety. In‘Some notes' , Iventuredtogivethattendencyanewname ,
‘kuge:fication '.Thistermwasdesignedtograspthepopulartrendofemulating
variousaspectsofkugeculture. Itsmeaning , however , wasyettobefully
explored.

NorbertElias's ‘courtization' canbecomparedwiththistendency.Elias'sterm,
however, primarilymeansthedeclineofviolenceintheupperstrataofsociety.
Kugeficationcoversnotonlycourtlybehavourbutalsocertainreligiousattitudes.
[Elias:1982, 270, 275]

Thelatter , ‘dictionary-oriented', typeofthedistributionofdarklinesonthe
bottomedgewasalsointerestingasitseemedtosuggestacertaindetachment
fromthecontemporarypopularbeliefinvariousdeities. Butitbecameclearlater
thatmyinitialobservationinadarkishroomofthemodeofwearandtearonthe
bottomedgeofthatparticularcopyhadbeeninsu 血dent. Itwasevenslightly
biasedbyitscurrentowner'sanecdotesaboutthemodeoflifeoftheprevio
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Fig.2.Thepartscannedwasacentralzone
inthesurface, with1sixthofthe
totallengthofthebottomsurface
beingcutofffromthespinesideand
2sixthsalsocutofffromthefront
side, asbothparts,theformersomeｭ
timestoowhitishandthelatteroften
evenlydarkish, arenotsuitablefor
effectivedetectionofthepatternsof
distributionofdarklines.

thecentralzone
tobescanned

bottomedgesurface

bottomedgesurface'+

toimprove. Butonecouldnotalwaysexpectarepeatvisittothosehousesto
confirminitialfindings. WhenIwishedtoseetheabove-mentioneddiffuse-type
copyagain , Iwassaddenedtohearthattheownerhadpassedawayandhis
propertyhadbeendispersed.

Tobeconsistentinsuchobservationsitwasnecessarytodevelopamoreexact
andstabletechnique. Experiments
beganin1988inco-operationwitha
computer-scientist , ProfessorSugita
ShigeharuoftheNationalMuseumof
Ethnology , Osaka. In‘Some notes' ,a
briefexplanationwasgivenofmy
approachtoaquantitativeanalysisof
thepatternsofdistributionofdark
linesonthosebottomedges. There
werethreemajorprocedures: 台st ， to
takealarge(6x7emssq.)photograph
ofthebottomedgeofeachvolume
under steady conditions , using a
speciallydesignedstand;second , to
scanacertaincentralzone[Fig.2]of
thephoto-filmtoconstructadata-base
foreachvolumeindigitalmemoriesof
thedistributionofdarknessinminute
dots(50micronssq.);third ,toconvert
suchadata-baseintoavisiblebarｭ
graphbyarrangingthebarstoexｭ
pressanumericalaccumulationof
darkness-degreesoneachscanning
line , set in accordance with the
parallellinesthattheloweredgesof
allthepagesproduce.

In 1990, these experiments
eventuallyreachedafinalstageat
whichitbecamepossibletoconduct
extensivesurveysandconstructa
data-base. A detailed account of
thesetechniqueswaspublishedinthe
Zinbu ηGakuh6 ofKyotoUniversityin
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1990[Yokoyama:1990]. Theresultwasanumberoffairlyvariedbar-graphs ,
eachexpressinginamutuallycomparableformthemodeofusageofasuviving
copyofEitaisetsuy6.

Thequestionleftwashowtomakesenseofthisdiversity. Thefirststep
chosenwastocategorise ,butinwhatway?Theschemedevisedwasindependent
ofanybackgroundinformationabouteachcopy'susers , whowerelikelytofall
intoaconventionalclassificationofpre-modernJapanesesociety , suchasthe
dominantideaofafour-classstratification:samurai , farmers , craftsmen , and
merchants. Itwasimportant , rather , tomaketheshapesofthegraphsspeakfor
themselves. Somemulti-variateanalysesweretriedbyDr.KojimaMitsuhiro ,
SeniorResearcheroftheCentralResearchInstituteoftheElectricPower
Industry , Tokyo , toassessthemutual‘distance' , orthedegreeofdissimilarity ,
betweentheraggedshapesofanytwographs. Onthisbasis , allthegraphswere
arranged ,eitherbycluster-analysisorbymulti-dimensionaldistanceanalysis ,into
setsofcategoriesofmathematicalsignficance. Thisprocedurewasdesignedto
makethefirststepthemathematicalcategorisationoftheusageofEitaisetsuy6,
andthencetoleadtoanalysisofthecompositionofeachcategory. Aninterim
shortreportofthisschemebasedonthedata-basesof16survivingcopies
waspublishedinJ6h6shori-gakkaiKenkyu-h6koku , oneofthejournalsofthe
InformationProcessingAssociationofJapanin1992[Yokoyamaetat.:1992].

Thefollowingpartofthepresentessayistheresultofrecentresearchpursued
broadlyonthebasisofthis1992scheme. Thisapproach , however , underwent
somemodificationduringthemid-1990sowingmainlytodiscussionsbetweenDr.
Kojimaandthepresentwriterbutalsopartlytotherefinementofscanning
technologyandsoftwareforgraphicanalyses.

PARTTWO:patternsofusagemathematicallydiscovered

ThispartintroducesthediscoveriesthatthepresentwritermadewithDr.
Kojima'ssupportindata-processingduringtheperiodfrom1995to1997. A
cursoryreportofthenewlyfoundpatternsofusageofEitaisetsuy6, with
explanationsofthemathematicalbasesforthetechniquesinvolved ,waspublished
inaJapanesemonographin1998[Yokoyamaetat.:1998].

ThenumberofsurvivingcopiesofEitaisetsuy6found , withtheaidof
numerousinformantsandpublishedbibliographicallists , was64. Theirgeo ・

graphicaldistributionrangedoveratleast14prefecturesofmodernJapan , thatis
aboutathirdofthetotalnumberofitsprefecturaldivisions. Amongthe64
copies , 25werekepteitherinpubliclibrariesorinprivatecollections. There
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werethreemajoreditionsofEitaisetsuy6:thoseof1831(2ndyearofTe m. ρ6 Era) ,
1849(2ndyaerofKaeiEra) , and1864(4thyearofBunkyuEra). Ineachedition ,
therealwayswereafewminorvariants. Thesediscrepanciesweretheproductof
thecontemporarymodeofwoodblock-printpublicationinJapan , particularly , as
wastheusualcasewiththevoluminoussetsuy6shu, wherejoint-productionby
morethantenpublisherstendedtobeinvolved.

The1831editionconsistedof401ch6,orfoldedfolios. Inmodernpagination ,
ittotalled802pages ,whereasboththe1849editionandthe1864editionconsisted
of433ch6, thatis866pages. Thepresentwritertreatedtheseeditionsas
mutuallycomparablecopiesofsimilarcomposition. Thevalidityofthismethod
canbesustainedbythetechniquesadoptedforscanningthebottomedgeand
standardizingthenumberofbarsofthegraphofeachsetofdata ,coupledwiththe
basicallyunchangingarrangementofcontentsinallthreeeditions[Yokoyamaet
at.:1998, 56-57 , 59-65]2.

Itisusefulforlaterdiscussion,however,tostatethenumbersofeacheditioninthe
totalof64copies:16ofthe1831edition(includingonewithararecolophonofonly
twopublishers,oneofKyotoandtheotherofOsaka,withtheyearofwoodcut, ‘the
13thyearofBunseiEral1830');32ofthe1849edition;and16ofthe1864edition.

Topresenttheresults:first , Dr.KojimaandIfoundfourmathematically
eligiblecategoricaldivisionsforgroupingthepatternsofusageinthose64
survivingcopies:9, 5, 3and2divisions. Abriefexplanationofthemeaningof
‘mathematical eligibility'willbegivenlater. Tounderstandthecharacteristicsof
thevariouscategoriesofusage ,itiseasiertotakeuponeofthesefourcategorical
divisions ,theonewhichdividesthepatternsinto9categories. Thisisthebiggest
numberofdivisionsamongthosefourandthereforelessabstractthantheother
three. Thebrancheddiagram , orso-calleddendrograminFig.3, showsthe
mutual‘distance' amongthe64patternsofusageofthesurvivingcopiesthat
offereddata. The9bar-graphsshowninFig.4representtheaveraged
distributionofdarknessontheabovementionedcentralzoneofthebottomedges
[Fig.2]ineachofthe9categories , theleft-endcorrespondingwiththefrontpage
ofthevolumeandtheright 岨end withitslastpage.

Thefollowingdescriptionofthe9categoriesisbasedsimplyonthe
characterist

2 Forminutediferencesbetweenthethreeeditions, see[Yokoyama:1998, 166-169].
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users'interestintheearlierpartsofthevolume , whichpresentinformationabout
secularcivility[Fig.5], aswellasinlaterpartsinthevolumewherethelonglist
ofBuddhistsectsandtemplesisprintedinnarrowconsecutiveheadcolumnson
thepagesofthelaterpartofthedictionaryportion[Fig.6]. Thedictionary
portioncoversaboutthreequartersofthevolume'stotalfolios, endingbeforethe
slimconcludingpartofthevolume. NotethatinClthisconcludingpartisnot
used;thismeansthatlittleconcernexistedamongtheuserswiththatpart ,which
carriedthepracticalknowledgeoftheYin-yangschool[Fig.7].

C2coversasinglecase. Itsuggestsauniqueindifferenceonthepartofits
userstothecentralpagesaswellasthelaterpartofthedictionaryportion.

C3consistsofthreecases. Theshapecanbedescribedasaplateauwith
severalshallowvalleys , accompaniedbyatoweringriseintheconcludingpartof
thevolume. NotetheexistenceofinterestinthechronologyofTenn6thatwas
printedinalengthyseriesofnarrowheadcolumnsinthemiddleofthevolume
[Fig.8], aswellasofinterestintheYin-yangschooo!.

Fig.5.oneofthepagesforsecularcivility
(themaincolumnillustratessome
postures that the Ogasawara
SchoolofEtiquetterecommends/
the1849edition-seep.211)

Fig.6.thebeginningofthelonglistof
Buddhistsectsandtemplesinthe
headcolumnsoverapartofthe
dictionaryportion(the1849dition)
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C4consistsof9cases.TheshapesomewhatresemblestheletterW ,showing
users'interestinsecularcivility, thechronologyofTenno , andalsointheYinｭ
yangschool.

C5containstheremarkablenumberof24cases , constitutingabout40%of
totalcases. Theshapeisaslope ,reducingheightsteadilytowardsthelaterpart
butwithasharpriseattheendofthevolume , showingtheexistenceofstrong
interestinsecularcivilityaswellasintheYin-yangschool. Notealsofrequent
usageofthedictionaryportion.

C6consistsof6cases. TheshapebearssomeresemblancetoC5, butnote
comparativelylessinterestinsecularcivilityandweakerconcernwiththeYinｭ
yangschool.

C7consistsof15cases ,makingthesecondlargestnumberataboutaquarter

Fig.7.oneofthepagescarryingthe
knowledgeoftheYin-yangschool
(the1849edition)

206
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oftotalcases. Theshapeshowsalong , gradualreductionofheighttowardsthe

middlepartofthevolume , followedbyabroadhighplateau , withasharpriseat

theendofthevolume. Thispatternunmistakablydemonstratesakeeninterest

inBuddhistsectsandtemples , nottomentionstrongconcernwiththeYin-yang

school.

C8covers3cases. Theshapeshowsagradualincreaseofheight
accompaniedbyafallintheearlypartofthelatterhalfofthevolume. Notesome

interestinBuddhistsectsandtemples , butitisnotasoutstandingasthatofC7.

C9isanothercategorythatcoversonlyasinglecase. Theshaperesembles

theletterM , buthasahorninthemiddle. Theusers'interestintheYin-yang

schoolisconspicuouslyweak.

Inthisessay , explanationsofotherfeasiblecategorisations , thatisthose

dividinginto5, 3, and2categories , willnotbeelaborated , buteveninthese
categorisations , theshapesofC5andC7changelittle , asthetwodistinctmajor

patternsofusage. Forinstance , inthecaseofthe3幽category division , one

averagedbar-graphwhichisveryclosetoC5covers30cases , whereasanother

averagedbar-graphwhichlookslikeC7covers19cases , leavingtheremaining15

casesintheothercategorywithashaperesemblingthatofC4[Yokoyamaetat.:
1998 , 22-24 , 28 , 37-41].

Onemustnotethatthenatureofcategoricaldivisionbasedondendrogram
analysisisthateachdivisionhasequalweightregardlessofdifferencesinthe

numberofmembers. Ifanation-wideresearchprojectweretobeconducted ,
somecategoriescurrentlywithfewmembersmightbefoundtoconstituteahigher

percentageoftotalcases. Atthemoment , allthepresentwritercandowiththe

3categoriesoflessthantwomembers(C1, C2, andC9), istoleavethem

undiscussed. Oneneedsatleastthreeexamplesinagivencategorytoformulate
itscharacteristics. Bycontrast , theremaining6categories , andinparticular
thosewiththemostnumerousmembers , C5andC7, seemtoexpresssome

discerniblesocialtrendsatthetimewhenthebookswereused.

Thus , graphicrepresentationsofatleast6patternsofusageofEitaisetsuy6
havebeenidentified.

Itis, however,necessarytogivehereabriefaccountofthemathematicalmethod
whichwasemployedtoconstructtheabovementionedcategorisation. There
weretwomajortasks: 白rst toassessthe‘distances' betweenthe64setsof
bottom-surfacedatatomakeitpossibletorepresenttheminadendrogram;and
secondtodiscovermathematicallysuitablenumbersforcategorisation, thatisto
decidethepositionofhorizontallevelsforcuttingthroughthebranchesofthe
dendrogram.
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Toassess ,ordefine,the‘distance' betweenanytwoofthe64setsofdata ,Dr.
Kojima ,ProfessorSugita ,andIfinalisedthemethodasfollowsin1996:tobaseour
calculationsonKendall'scorrelation-coe 血cient figuresforthematrixofdatathat
anytwocopiescouldconstitute. Thiswas , toputitbriefly , amethodtofindthe
degreeofmutualproximityintermsoftheorderfromthehighesttothelowestof
theheightofeachbarinthegraph. Theresultwasprocessedintoclustersbythe
averagelinkagemethodofstatisticalanalysis , andthenputintotheformofa
dendrogram[Yokoyamaetat.:1998,8-14 ,69-70,73-78].

Thenexttaskwashowtodealwiththedendrogramtofindfeasiblenumbers
ofcategories. Mathematicallyspeaking , thereappearedtobenointrinsicreason
tofixspecificnumbersforsuchcategoriesoutoftheconsecutivefiguresbetween
themaximumof64andtheminimumof2. Urgedbythepresentwriter , however ,
Dr.Kojimafoundthatateachstepoflesseningthenumberofcategories , the
degreeofpressureofsimplificationuponthediversityvaries ,ascanbeexpressed
incertainstatisticalfigures , suchas ‘Semi-partial Rsquare'[Yokoyamaetat.:
1998, 30]. Thustheconclusionwasthatsomenumbersofcategorieswouldbe
moreintunewiththedatathanothers. Onesuchparticularnumberwas9,
meaning ,tobemeticulous ,betterthan10and12, slightlybetterthan11,andfar
betterthan8,ifjudgedfromthewavinggraphofthestatisticalfiguresmentioned
above[Yokoyamaetat.:1998, 15,21-22,27-28].

Uptothispoint , thepresentwriterletmethematicalproceduresoperateby

themselves. Itisnowappropriatetoexamine , inthenextpartofthispaper ,
whichcopieswithwhatbackgroundweregroupedinthese6 categories , in

particularthetwolargegroups , C5andC7.

PARTTHREE:identityoftheusersgroupedandtheirconcerns

withlife

Thispartwillconsistofthreesectionswiththefollowingpurposes: 品rst ， to

lookatthefactsrevealedbythesourcesrelevanttotheidentitiesoftheownersin

C5andC7;second , todiscusstheseowners'modesofusageofEitaisetsuy6, this
time based , puttingcomputer-analysis aside , onthepresentwriter'svisual

observationsofwearandtearoneachcopy; third , tocompare bI色直y the

characteristicsofthetwocategorieswiththoseoftheothercategorieswith

comparativelyfewmembers , thatisC4 , C6 , C3 , andC8.

Amongthetotalof24copiesconstitutingC5 , thereare13copiesforwhich

thereisevidencetoshowwhotheiruserswereandwhereinJapantheywereused.

Oftheremaining11copies , thereare3casesinscribedwiththeirusers'names ,
withcertainindicationsastowheretheywereused. Theother8copiesdonot

offereventheslightesthintconcerningtheidentityoftheirformerusers.
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Withinthe13casesofferingcomparativelysolidinformation , thereare3
copiesthatbelongedtotheCourt:oneto0UtaDokoro,thePalace0血ce forOdes ,
anothertothehouseofthekugefamilyofSaionji;theusersoftheotherare
unknownbutitwaskeptinthearchivesoftheImperialHouseholdAgency. Two
copiesamongtheremaining10werekeptbycitizensofKyoto , onebelongingto
aleadingkimonodealer ,whosegenealogylinkshimtoaminorfeudallord'sfamily
inthelate17thcentury. Successivegenerationsofthisfamilypatronisedthe
ShingakuSchoolofNeo ・Confucianism foundedbyIshidaBaigan(1685-1744).
Theothercanbelinkedtoadentistwhoseancestorshadforgenerationsbeen
makersofsliding-doors. OutsidethecityofKyoto , onecopywasfoundina
villageamongthehillsofUji, inthesouth-eastofKyotoPrefecture. Thiscopy
hadbeenkeptbyabranchofthevillagemagistrate'sfamily. InShigaPrefecture ,
nearthetownofOmi ・hachiman ， onecopywasfoundthathadbelongedtoa
flourishingtatami-matdealerofavillageinthedistrictformerlycalledGam6-noｭ
k6ri. Then ,upnorth ,4copieswerefoundintheLibraryoftheCityofKanazawa ,
whichusedtobeoneofthelargecastletownsfacingtheJapanSea. Thesehad
beenownedrespectivelyby4familieswithdi 宜erent occupationsinornearthe
town. Theywereasfollows:ThehouseofanEdosandohikyaku(thrice-a-month
Edoexpressmessenger)ofminorsamurairank;anupper-classsamuraihouse ,
descendedfromoneofLordMaeda'soriginalretainers;thehouseofascholarof
Chineseclassics;andthehouseofoneofthen6musiciansintheserviceofLord
Maeda. Furthertothenorth ,inthecityofSendai ,formerlytheseatofLordDate ,
onecopywasfoundthatusedtobelongtoaprivatephysicianoftheDates.
Finally , backtothesouth-westagain , therewasonethatusedtobelongto
WakayamaPedagogicalCollegeestablishedintheeducationaltraditionofthe
domainofLordTokugawainthelate19thcentury. Thatthemembersofthese
varioushousesand0伍cials shouldhaveunconsciouslysharedsimilardaily
concernswhenusingEitaisetsuy6at:firstsightchallengesourhistorical
preconceptions.

Nosubstantialinformationaccompaniestheremainingcopies , exceptthe
following3vaguecasesashavebeenmentioned:Onekeptinpawninashopcalled
Omi-yainKyoto(a:finecopyinawoodenboxspeciallymadeforthevolumebythe
originaluserin1832);ano
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ownedbyamaninthevillageofYoshidainOtagi-no-kδri oftheprovinceof
Yamashiro. Theprofessionofthisperson , however , isunknown. Theothertwo
usedtobelongtoschools:OnetoLordUesugi'sschool, K6j6・kaninYonezawa ,the
castletownandnowthecentralcityofYamagataPrefectureinnorth-eastern
Japan;andtheothertoShigaPedagogicalCollege.

Alltheremaining12copieshadleftthehousesoftheiroriginalusersand
enteredvariouspublicorprivatecollections. Amongthem ,4copiescarry ,either
inhandwritingorinseals ,theformerusers'names , includingtwocasesofelegant
courtesy-orstudio-namesassumedprobablyforliteraryactivities:Suisho-Tei(lit.
greenpinepavilion)andRan-Tei(lit.orchidpavilion). Intwoothercasesamong
these12copies ,thereisevidenceonlytosuggestfromwhichareatheyenteredthe
bookmarket. BotharekeptintheLibraryofDr.MakinoTomitar6inK6chi
PrefectureintheislandofShikoku. Makino(1862-1957) , abotanist , builtupa
massivecollectionofolddictionariesofJapantocompilehisfamousillustrated
botanicalencyclopedia. Areceiptfromabookdealerandanoteofpurchase
writtenbyMakinocametolightfromthesebooksandthefollowingfactsbecame
clear:Onecamethroughtheabove-mentionedantiquarianbook-dealerinKyotoin
1946, immediatelyafterWWII;theotherfromabook-dealerinavillagein
Kasai-guninthesouthofHy6goPrefecturein1952(The:firstonehasanouter
covermadeprobablybytheinitialownerofthecopy ,usingacolourfulwood-block
printwithan ‘auspicious' patternoftwocranesagainsttherisingsun , which
seemstohavebeentheoriginalbook-coverforsalemadebythepublishers.). The
remaining6copiesdonotofferanyinformationabouttheirusersexceptthatone
copyinacollectioninKyotohasahand-writtenaddendumtothechronologyof
Tenn6downto1905.

Now ,whatkindofcommoncharacteristicsineachofthesetwocategoriescan
bedepictedwhentheirmodesofwearandteararesubjecttocarefulvisual
examination? InallthecopiesinC5 , onecanobservethatthedictionaryportion
wasusedfrequently. Also , morethan60%ofthemshowstronginterestin
certaingenresofliteraryactivities , suchasnoandko-utai(selectionsoffavoured
sectionsofnochants) , poetry(w α初 and haikaz), andthedictionandformsfor
elegantletter-writing. Inadditiontothisconcernwiththeperformingartsa
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‘harmonious' setsofChinesecharactersforgivingtheirsonsandotheryoungmen
newnameswhentheyreachedadulthood. Forexample , acombinationoftwo
characterswiththerespectiveattributesofwoodandfirewasregardedas
ominous. AnotherconspicuousfeatureofthewearandtearofthecopiesinC5is
thattheuserswerenotonlyinterestedinliteraryexcellence , butalsoinmilitary
valour , asthepagescarryingvariouslistsofbusen(thewarrior‘immortals ', such
asGeneralSakanouenoTamuramaro , theconquerorofthenorthernfrontiersin
theearly8thcentury , orKampakuToyotomiHideyoshi , whogaveordersto
invadeKoreaduringtheturnofthe16thcentury)wereevidentlyconsultedmany
times.

Bycontrast , the15copiesinC7showmarkedconcernwithBuddhistsects
andtemples. Mostoftheusers'interestwasnotconfinedtoanyoftheindividual
Buddhistsectswithwhicheveryhouseholdhad , bylaw , toberegisteredatthat
time. Rather , itwasnotablyofacatholicnaturecoveringanythingrelatedto
BuddhistestablishmentsinJapan. Copieswhichdemonstrateattentionpaidto
theYin-yangschooloccupyabout80%ofthetotal. Asregardsthenamingofnew
adults ,asimilarproportioncanbefoundasforC5. Thoseconcernedwithsecular
civilitysuchasischaracteristicoftheOgasawaraSchoolofEtiquette , thethen
mostpopularschoolofhouseholdceremonial , occupy30%ofthetotal. InC7,the
useofthedictionaryportionwasingeneralnotsofrequentaswasthecasewith
C5. Onlyonecase , making6% , showedconcernwithnoandko-utai , makinga
sharpcontrastwiththehighpercentage , thatis33% , ofsuchexamplesinC5. In
onlytwocasesonecandiscerntheusers'interestinthelistofkasen(the
‘immortals ' ofJapanesepoetry ,includinglaterfiguressuchasKitamuraKigin ,the
haikaipoetofthe17thcenturyandKamonoMabuchi , thenativistofthe18th
century) , andinafurthertwocases , inthatofbusen. Itseemsthattheusersin
thiscategorywerenotsoattractedbythese‘immortal' figuresinhistory. Onthe
otherhand , whatmatteredseriouslyfor20%oftheuserswasrecipesforhome
medicine , agenreinwhichusersinC5showedlittleinterest.

Itwillbeusefultoattempthereabriefcomparisonbetweenthesemajor
categoriesandtheotherswithfewermembers. InC4 , whichconsistsoftotal9
cases ,4caseshavereasonablyreliableindicationsofwhattheirformeruserswere.
Onewasu
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archivesofthepopularShintoshrine , Kotohira-g11oftheprovinceofSanukiin
Shikoku. Therewere3caseswithmorelimitedinformationabouttheusers:one
thathadbeenownedpossiblybyacraftsman'shouseina ‘respectable' district ,
westofthePalaceinKyoto;anotherdonatedtotheOtsuWomen'sHighSchool
Societybyapersonwhosesmallsealdivulgeshisorherfamilyname;andthe
othercarryinganinscriptionasfollows: ‘Bought thisonthe20thoftheeighth
monthoftheyearkinoe-ne, the:firstyearofBunkyuEra(1861), ownedby
YoshikatsuoftheClanofHayashi'. Oftheremainingtwo , oneiskeptbyAkita
PrefecturalLibraryandtheothercameupinanantiquarian-bookmarketinthe
islandofKyu.sht1inthelate1980s. Exceptfortheonethatbelongedtothe
pedagogicalcollege , theusers'interestintheYin-yangschoolisstrong. Five
copies ,thatis55%ofthetotal9cases ,showakeeninterestininstructionsduring
pregnancy(usingpopularideasfromtheYin-yangschoolandBuddhism). This
rateisfairlyhighcomparedwiththe20-30%forthesametopicinC5andC7.
Interestinliteraryactivitieswasshowninafewdiversegenres , butonaverage
onlytoamodestdegree.

Asregardsthe6examplesofC6 , 3copieswerefoundinthenorth-eastern
regionsofJapan. Onesuchcopywasusedbyafamilyofgoshi(farmersamurai)
livinginthecountrysideofLordNiwa'sdomainofNihonmatsu ,nowinFukushima
Prefecture. AnotherwhichiskeptinFukushimaPrefecturalLibraryhasa
privatelibraryseal ,showingthattheuserwasaneducatedman ,andtheotherwas
boughtbyAkitaPrefecturalLibraη T in1903, theformerusersbeingunknown.
Oftheremainder , onewasusedbyavillagemagistratefamilyinthewestern
suburbsofKyoto , whichwasatsomestageengagedinthebusinessofdealingin
goldthread;theirmemberswereforgenerationsdevoutsupportersofthe
HonganjiSectofBuddhism. Inmoderntimes ,thenationalgovernmentconferred
onthisfamilytheprivilegeofproducingstandardbamboomeasures. Another
copyinthisgroupappearedinabookmarketinthenorthernpartofKyoto
Prefecture. Ingeneral , theusersinthiscategoryshowahighinterestinliterary
activitiesaswellasinsecularcivilitysuchastheOgasawaraSchoolofEtiquette.
Mostsaliently , however , theirconcernswiththeYin-yangschoolwerenegligible.
ThiswasparticularlysointhecaseoftheHonganjiSect ,asoneoftheirprincipl
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awholeshowverystronginterestintheYin-yangschool. Anotherdiscernible
featureisconsiderableconcernwithasectionlistinglegendsofliteraryexcellence.
Butuseofthedictionaryportionwasnotfrequent.

Thelastbutnottheleastimportantcategoryise8.Onecopybelongedtoan
influentialhigh-rankingsamurai'shouseofthedomainofNihonmatsu , which
producedachancelloratthedomain'sEdomansionandawardenofthecastle
duringtheabsenceofthelord. Anothercopyseemstohavebeenusedbyaleader
ofahaikaipoetrygroupbasedinKyoto , asanumberofcopiesofprintedletters
invitingcontributionstothegroup'santhologywerefoundinsertedasaishi ,paper
withinthefoldsofthefolios. ThepagesconcernedwiththeYin-yangschoolshow
aconspicuouslackofwearandtear. ThistendencywasalsoobservedinC6, but
inthiscategoryitstandsoutstillmore. Thedictionaryportionwasused
frequently. Noparticularimportanceseemstohavebeenattachedtothefieldof
secularcivility. Ontheotherhand , sporadicinterestinhistorycanbediscerned.
Theonebelongingtothehaikaileadershowsinterestintheperformingartssuch
asteaceremonyorflower arrangement , butthesecharacteristicsarenot
necessarilysharedbytheothertwocopies.

Giventheevidencesofarpresented , onepossiblewaytoproceedistogive
shorthanddescriptionstoeachofthesixcategories. Forthispurpose ,inthelight
ofthegeneralnatureofencyclopedicsetsuy6shuasacivilisingmediumdiscussed
inthebeginingofthispaper ,itmaybeconvenienttointroducetwodimensionsof
civilityinwhichtosubsumevarioustendenciesthathavebeenobservedineach
category. Oneiscivilityinliterarya宜airs. Here ,themajorbasisforassessingits
degreeisuseoftheJapanese-Chinesedictionary. Inabroadersense , however ,
anyphysicaletiquettecanalsobeincludedinthisdimensionasitsessenceisthe
articulationofpolitecommunalcodes. Atthesametime , theinterestshownin
literaryexcellenceinhistoryorlegendshouldnotbeunderestimatedasitwas
related ,howevervaguely ,toidealsofself-improvement. Theothercivilityisthat
directedtowardsvariousdeities. Suchawe-inspiringbutoccasionallybenevolent
godsintheYin-yangschoolasappearubiquitouslyincalendarstoregulatethe
users'dailyliveshad , however , untilthelate17thcentury , beenmoreorless
confinedtotheknowl
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civilitysuggestedabove , therangeofdeitiesmaybeextendedfurther. Civility
towardsanythingbeyondtheordinaryworldistobeincludedinthisdimension.
Theadmirationforimmortalliteraryfiguressuchaskase 札 however， canwellbe
consideredinbothdimensionsofcivility, andthisexamplemayexplainthatthe
twodimensionssharebasicallythesamenatureandareofteninterconnected.
Thiscouldnothavebeenthecaseifthedeitiesconcernedhadtranscendedthe
humanworld.

Fromtheseperspectives , howiseachcategorytobeperceivedandbe
designated?

C5wasstronginbothdimensionsofcivility ,andoftenshowedtracesofactive
concernsintheliteraryandperformingarts. Thusthenametentativelychosenis
‘h igh ly literateelegance-oriented'.

C7wasnotsoremarkableintheformerdimensionbutstronginthelatterwith
aspecialinclinationtoBuddhism. Thenamecouldbe‘mildly literatenirvanaｭ
oriented' , or‘m il d ly literatesalvation-oriented'.

C4wasaboutthesameasC7sofarastheformerdimensionwasconcerned.
ItsinterestintheYin-yangschoolwas , however , strong. Sothenamegivenis
'mildlyliterategods-fearing'.

C6wasstrongintheformer ,butweakinthelatterdimension. Thus , ‘highly
literatesecular'.

C3wasweakintheformer , stronginthelatter , inparticular , concernedwith
divination. Sothenamewouldbe ‘modestly literatedivination-sensitive'.

C8canbecalledstrongintheformerbutwithinterestmoreorlessconfined
tothedictionaryportion. Ontheotherhand ,forthelatterdimension , ‘weak' may
notbeaproperexpressionbut‘unconcerned' seemssuitable. Thenameshould
thereforebe‘h igh ly literatenonchalant'.

Havingseenthesevarietiesofcivilityinsocialactivitiesaswellastowards
non-humanexistence , thenextquestionthatarisesconcernstherelationship
betweenthesetypes. Didtheypreserveaharmoniousmutualdetachment? In
termsofnumericaldominance , the‘highly literateelegance-oriented'andthe
'mildlyliteratesalvation-oriented'wereconspicuous. Buttheviewthathasbeen
reachedsofarissomewhatstaticandahistorical , althoughundeniablyrichin
variety. Whatstrikesonemostisthateachtypeisnotexclusivetoany
occupation , geographicalareaorsocialstatus. Amongthedifferentcategories ,
however , theremusthavebeentendenciestoriseandfall. Ifsuchdevelopment
canbefoundwithinthe6cate
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PARTFOUR:thestateofcivilisationinnineteenth-centuryJapan

Certainperspectivescanbeobtainedfromthematerialpresented. Most
important , itispossibletoobserveasignificantpatternofdistributionofthe6
usagetypesidentifiedaboveamongthethreeeditionsofEitaisetsuy6. Asnoted
before , thenumberofcopiesofthethreeeditions , thoseof1831, 1849, and1864,
availableforthepresentstudywasrespectively16, 32, and163•

Asregardsthe1831edition ,the‘highly literateelegance-oriented'numbered
7, making44%ofthetotalof16copies;whereastheotherthreetypes , the‘mildly
literatesalvation-oriented' , the'mildlyliterategods-fearing' , andthe ‘highly
literatesecular'numberedonly2(12.5%)each. Neitherthe‘modestly literate
divination-sensitive'northe‘highly literatenonchalant'appearedinthisedition.

Inthecaseofthe1849edition , onecannoteanincreaseddiversity. The
‘mildly literatesalvation-oriented'numbered10, making31%ofthetotal32
copies;whereasthe‘highly literateelegance-oriented'numbered9, making28%.
Nextcamethe‘mildly literategods-fearing' ,numbering6,thatis19%. Thethree
groupsofthe‘highly literatesecular' , the‘modestly literatedivination-sensitive' ,
andthe‘highly literatenonchalant'numberedrespectively3, 2, and1, makingin
sum19%.

Thecaseoftheeditionof1864wasasfollows:the ‘highly literate
elegance-oriented'numbered8, or50%ofthetotal16copies;thenumberof
copiesbelongingtotheremaining5groupswassmall , oneortwoeach , thatis, the
maximumshareofanyofthesewas12.5%. Itshouldbenoted , however ,thatthe
‘highly literatenonchalant'numberedtwo ,increasingitspreviousrelativeweight ,
thoughstillsmallinabsoluteterms.

Beforeattemptinganyinterpretationofthese trends , itisusefultobe
remindedofthecomparativelyslowspeedofsaleofcopiesofthisgenreofbook.
Forexample , theinscriptionintheabovementionedcopyof‘the ClanofHayashi'
indicatesthatthepurchasewasmade12yearsaftertheyearofprinting. This
wasnotanunusualcase. Inaddition , printedfolioswereoftenkeptunboundat
publishersforsometimeuntilthenumberofordersreachedacertainpoint.
Moreover , woodblockscouldberepeatedlyused. Whentheybecamewornand
theimpressionsunclearbutthedemandremainedhigh , duplicateblockswere
usuallycut. InthecaseofEitaisetsuy6, the1864editionseemstohaveremained

3 Thesefiguresareamatterofcoincidence, reflectingtherangeofthepresentwriter's
search. Theimpressionisafforded, however,thatthepublicationofthe1849edition
wasmoresuccessfulthanthatoftheothereditions.
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inprintforalongerperiodthantheothereditionssincenoneweditionwas
subsequentlyundertaken 4•

Furthermore ,thetimespanofusageofEitaisetsuy6waslong ,usuallyranging
overtwoorthreegenerations. Thismeansthatifahousekeptacopyofanearly
edition , itwasunlikelythataneweditionwouldbeboughttoreplaceit. Any
changeinthedistributionofthe6typesofusageacrossthesethreeeditionswould ,
therefore ,notsharplyreflectsocialchangestakingplaceintheyearsprintedinthe
colophonsofthosecopies. Yettherewere18yearsbetweenthefirstandthe
secondeditions , and15yearsbetweenthesecondandthelast. Theseintervals
mustalsobetakenintoconsideration. Thus , whateverviewthefollowing
analysismaysuggest , itcannotbeachronologywithclearcutdivisions. Itis
rathermorelikeabroadstreamaccommodatingoldandnewcurrents.

Withthesereservationsinmind , onecanpointtoleastfourhistorically
significanttrendsshownupbyshiftsamongthe6typesofusageofEitaisetsuy6
identifiedabove.

First , therewasthepersistentdominanceofthe‘highly literateeleganceｭ
oriented'type. Afterthelaunchofthe1849edition , however , thistype'ssharein
theneweditiondecreased , strikingabalancewiththe‘mildly literatesalvationｭ
oriented' , bothsharingabout30%ofthecopiesofthenewedition. Thencame
the1864edition , andtheshareoccupiedbythe‘highly literateelegance-oriented'
roseto50%. AstheaverageperiodofuseofEitaisetsuy6ineachhouseholdwas
solong ,theexpression‘persistent dominance'isinitselfhardlysu 白cien t. Rather
'theincreasingdominancefrom1831onwardsthroughthe19thcentury'isamore
appropriatewayofdescribingit.

Second ,therewasariseandfallofthe‘mildly literatesalvation-oriented'type.
Onaminorscale , the‘mildly literategods-fearing'andthe‘modestly literate
divination-sensitive'typesfollowedsimilarcourses. Inotherwords , thediversity
intheusagesofEitaisetsuy6increasedconsiderably(or,wasabouttogrow)when
thesecondeditioncameoutaboutthemiddleofthe19thcentury , butthis
tendencywasnotsustained.

Third , therewasacontinuousdeclineofthe‘highly literatesecular'. This
typeofusagemayhavebeenregardedassuggesting , withthe‘nonchalant' type ,
ahintofmodernrationalism , beingfreefromtheso-called‘superstitions' ofthe
Yin-yangschool. Butforsomerea

4 Thecompositionofitsjointpublisherschangedatleastthreetimes[Yokoyamaetat.:
1998, 111].
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Fourth , thelatetrendofthe‘highly literatenonchalant'showedconsiderable
strength , raisingitsshareatleastfour-foldafterthe1864editionbecame
available. Thistendencycontrastsclearlywiththeothertypesexceptthe‘highly
literateelegance-oriented'.

Tosummarize , thetwohighlyliterategroups , the‘elegance-oriented' andthe
‘nonchalant ' , showedconsistentstrength , whereasalltheothersweresubjectto
decline. Onemightthinkthatsuchchangedidnotnecessarilyreflectchangesin
modeoflife. Butitseemsthatatleastthetrendshownbythe‘salvation-oriented'
wasnotasimplematterofrelativenumericaldecrease. Ifoneexaminestherate
atwhichtheEitaisetsuy6copiesofthistypeweresoldbytheiroriginalusers , the
:figureisnolessthan86% , makingasharpcontrasttothe41%inthegroupof
‘elegance-oriented' . Forsomereason , manyhousesofthe‘salvation-oriented '
typebecameunabletokeeptheoldthingsthattheirancestorshadtreasured.

AttheendofPARTTHREE , mentionwasmadeoftwodifferenttypes ,
‘highly literateelegance-oriented'and‘mildly literatesalvation-oriented' ,ofusage
ofEitaisetsuy6whichwerenumericallydominant , withtheformerbeingslightly
morefrequentinaproportionof5to3. Nowithasbecomeclearthatthisco ・

existencewasnotatallastablephenomenon. Onthecontrary ,ifonelooksatthe
situationintheearlypartofthesecondhalfofthe19thcentury , thereweretwo
typesofusage ,thatistwomodesofcivility, orattitudestowardssituatingoneself
‘properly ' intheuniverse:oneincreaseditsdominancetosuchanextentasto
almostmakeitselfanexpressionofanationalaspirationtoacertaintypeof
civility , andtheotherrapidlydeclinedaftercontributingforashortwhiletothe
diversityofcivilityinJapan.

Atthisstage , itisimportanttomakecleartheessentialdifferencebetween
thesetwotypesofusageofEitaisetsuy6:onethatflourishedandtheotherthatwas
lost. Thereisoneremarkablefeatureofthe‘elegance-oriented' shownintheir
copiesofEitaisetsuy6:itsconcernwiththecourtandtheliterarytradition
associatedwithit. Amongthepageswhichcarriedtheportraitsofkase 肌 the

‘immortal' poets , andbusen, the‘immortal' warriors , inmanycasesitwasthe
:figuresonthemilitarysidethatclearlyattractedmoreinterest;theratioofsuch
caseswasinfactthreetimesashighasthecaseswithkas
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itselfbycausingrainorchangingthebehaviourofwildanimals.Judgingfromthe
presentwriter'sobservations , thiswasprobablyauniversallyfavouredpartof
Eitaisetsuy6. Thebeliefthatagreatpoemcanmoveevendeitiesorheavenand
earthhadlongbeenheldamongtheliteratiofEastAsia. Itfindsitsfirsttextual
expressioninthe‘Great Preface'totheancientChinesecanonicaltext , TheBook
ofOdes , oneoftheConfucianFiveClassics. ThisideawasreinforcedinJapanby
thepoetKinoTsurayuki(d.946),undertheinfluenceoftheliterarytheoriesofthe
ChineseSixDynasties. InhisJapaneseprefacetothefamousanthologyKokin

WakaShu(lit.Japaneseodespastandpresent) , Tsurayukielaboratedonthis
idea. Eventually , thisidealofliteraryexcellencehadbecomeacentral
assumptionofthecourtcultureofJapan. Onecaninterpretthesmallillustrated
columninEitaisetsuy6asapopularisedversionofthisidea. Some60%ofthe
‘salvation-oriented' showedkeeninterestinthiscolumn , whereastherateamong
the‘elegance-oriented ' was45% , afigurethatmaynotbequiteinharmonywith
thenameofthegroup.

Otherwornpageswhichmaydemonstratetheusers'concernwiththecultural
traditionofthecourtarethosecarrying‘ Unj 6 Y6raが (lit. abovethecloudbulletin ,
thatis , who'swhointhecourt) , adetailedmapdepictingtheenclaveofthe
imperialpalaceinKyoto , togetherwiththepagesinthechronologyofTenn6that
coveredthecontroversialperiodofthedynasticsplitinthe14thcentury. This
periodinthehistoryofJapanhadbeenamatterofconcernamongJapanese
intellectualseversincetheschismitself. Duringthe17thcentury , however , the
dynasticschismbecame , undertheinfluenceofNeo・Confucianism ， atheoretical
questionnotonlyofloyalty , butmorebroadly , ofcivilityintheuniversalorder , as
wasexpressed by , for example , theencyclopedicthinkerKaibaraEkiken
(1630-1714). Whether warring subjects behaved ‘properly' towards the
‘legitimate' Tenn6reflectedthedegreeofnationalcivilitytowardsTenn6 , the
‘descendants ofheavenlygods'. ThetraditionalnotionsthatJapanwasa
Shinkoku , ‘divine country' , andthattheJapanesenationtherefore , ‘unlike the
Chinese' , hadinheritedaheavenlycivility, andhadneveroverthrownitsimperial
dynasty(k6t6renmen) ,werefindingincreasingsupportamongthepopulace 5• The
ratesofthereaders'interesti

5 Kaibara, E., 'Hamp6Hichi-biSetsu/thesevenmeritsofthiscountry',in]igaShu/essays
forself-enjoyment(Kyoto, 1714), Vol.2. Forarelevantdocument, seeMatsushita
Kenrin's']ija/self-preface'tohisIsh6NihanDen/accountsofJapanintheouterworld
(Kyoto, 1688);alsosee ‘Gokai BankokuJinbutsuZue/theillustratedfiguresofallthe
nationsintheworld'ined. TauraTaian, Dαifuku Setsuy6Mujinz6(Kyoto, Edo, &
Osaka, 1863).
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the‘elegance-oriented' , and75%ofthe‘salvation-oriented'.
Tounderstandthedifferencebetweenthetwotypesof civility , the

‘elegance-oriented' andthe‘salvation-oriented' , attentionoughttobegiventoyet
afurtheraspectofEitaisetsuyo , thatistothepagesdealingwiththeYin-yang
school. Letustakethe‘elegance-oriented ' typefirst. Ifoneexaminesminutely
thewearandtearofthispartasusedbythistype , oneisstruckbythefactthat
theirinterestwasstrongbutofasomewhatgeneralcharacteranddidnotshow
anykeenpracticalinterestinspecificmattersapartfromthelistofChinese
charactersfornamingnewadults. Theonlyexceptionisafewcases(including
twofromthecourtsociety)inwhichanxiousconsultationofthepagescarrying
informationaboutman-womancompatibilityandcareinpregnancywasobvious.
Ontheotherhand , thecasesofthe‘salvation-oriented' showaconsiderable
differenceintheirattitudestowardstheYin-yangschool. Theirinterestwas
fairlyspecified. Amongtheirpressingconcerns , themostconspicuousonewas
howtogivetoservantsnamesthatwouldhavecosmicattributescompatiblewith
thatofthehousemaster.

InoneofKaibaraEkiken'sunpublisheddiscourses , JingiKun(lit.instrucｭ
tionsongodsinheavenandearth) , scornfulcriticismwasexpressedagainsta
risingdesireamongcommonersinJapantobecome‘gods' inpersonandtobeso
calledbyothers ,evenwhilestillalive[Yokoyama:1992 ,48]. Also ,onegeneration
later , NishikawaJoken(1648-1724) , thelearnedgeographerandastronomerof
Nagasaki , wroteasatiricalaccountconcerningtheambitionofordinarypeoplein
Japantocopythemodeoflifeofkugeandhigh-rankingsamurai , includingthe
former'straditionalconcernswithdivination[Yokoyama: 1992 , 42]6. The
aspirationforelitelifecriticisedbytheseintellectualsseemstocorrespondwith
whatthecurrentstudyhasrevealedinthetypeofthe‘highly literateeleganceｭ
oriented' , thatis, inshort , anattitudewhichfellshortofconcernwithobserving
civilitytowards‘fearful' deitiesorthosewhowereliving‘near theheaven' , but
wasgenerallyinterestedintheformsofcivilityinelegantsociety. Aswas
mentionedinPARTTHREE , interestinnoandko-utaiwasshownalmost
exclusivelybythe ‘elegance-oriented ' . Thismayberelatedtotheirlackof
detachmentfromany ‘divine' existence , astheessenceof

6SeeNishikawa, ]., Ch6ninBukurolabagformerchants(Kyoto, 1719), Vol.5.
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communities , andeagertolearnrespectfullythedistinctionsoftheliterary
traditionpreservedinthecourt. Apparently ,bothtypesshowedasimilarinterest
inthevariedliteraryandreligiousheritageofthecivilisedkuge. Thisphenome 司

nonseemstosupportthenotionofkugefication. Hitherto , thisphenomenonhad
beenonlyfragmentallydocumented , forexample , byvariousfeaturesofthe
contemporarypopularpress 7,orbythesocialpopularitywonbysuchkugefamilies
astheReizeiinJapanesepoetryandtheAsukaiinkemari(courtfootball)inthe
19thcentuη T . In reality , however , thequalitative di 宜erence inaspirations
betweenthetwotypeswasvast. Oneaspiredtochangeitslifeintothehighest
form , andtheotherwasdedicatedtorefiningitslifeinitsexistingform.

Thecurrentstudydemonstratesadynamicphaseofcivilisationin19thｭ
centuryJapan , characterisedbyaswiftandcomplexkugefication. Thisphase
constitutes aninterlude immediately preceding the later culturally more
monotonousperiodledbythemoderngovermentunderthesloganofjukokuky6hei
(lit.wealthystatewithmilitary strength) , theperiodforwhichtheterm
‘samuraisation ' mightbeappropreate. Justbeforeitsdeepinvolvementinthe
internationalpowerstrugglebegan ,Japanpassedthoughaninterestingphasein
itssocialhistory ,inwhichitseemstohavereachedthestageof‘civilisation ' inthe
classicalsenseoftheword.

Itwasinsummer1858thatLordElgin(1811-1863) , formerlyGovernorｭ
GeneralofCanadaandlaterViceroyofIndia , wrotealettertohiswifeinBritain
whilehewasvisitingJapanonamissiontoopentrade: ‘Onthewhole , Iconsider
itthemostinterestingexpeditionIevermade...theirjoyous , thoughpoliteand
respectfuldemeanour;thecombinationofthesortofneatnessandfinishwhichwe
attaininEnglandbytheexpenditureofgreatwealth...mademefeelthatatlastI
hadfoundsomethingwhichentirelysurpassedalltheexpectationsIhadformed....
Everyman , fromtheEmperor(whoneverleaveshispalace)tothehumblest
labourer , livingunderarigidrule , prescribedbylawandcustomcombined...but ,
insofarasonecanjudge , thissystemisnotfelttobeburdensomebyany. All
seemstothinkitthemostnaturalthingintheworldthattheyshouldmoveinthe
orbitinwhichtheyareplaced'[Warlond:1872, 269-270]. Ofcourse , thisremark
byanexperiencedstatesman(fromEtona

7 Popularbooksforwomen'spoliteknowledgepublishedinJapanbythe1860salmost
withoutexceptioncarriedillustrationsofcourtladiesintheHeianperiod. See, asa
mostgaudyexample, OnnaYusokuMibaeBunkolalightbookofwomen'scourtly
practices(Osaka, 1866).
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something‘civilised' ontheBritishside. Aftertheseriousunrestandwarsin
Europe , inIndia , andinChina , everythingthatLordElginobservedinJapan
tendedtolookbetter. Obviously, hehadknownthe18th-centuryaccountof
JapanbyEngelbertKaempfer , thephysicianoftheDutchfactoryinDejimaoff
Nagasaki ,whichhademphasizedthat ‘the wholeEmpiremightbecall'daSchool
ofCivilityandgoodmanners'[Kaempfer , tr.Schouchtzer:1727, BookV, 447].
Yet , havingobservedthenumerousunconsciousrecordsoftheirlivesleftbythe
usersofEitaisetsuy6,onemayfeelentitledtosaythatthepictureLordElgindrew
wasnotaltogetheranillusion.

Now , oneandhalfcenturieslater , thememoriesthusrevivedofaJapanthat
was ‘once civilised'maycarryamessagetoaglobalsocietywhichisassuminga
certaina血nity ， thoughonadifferentscale , withJapanduringtheperiodofher
seclusion.
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