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Track System and Self-Fulfilling Prophecy
—— American Education in Legal Cases (I) —

Yutaka SHiIRAISHI

ABSTRACT:
Hobson v. Hansen, 269 F. Supp. 401, 1967 that handed down a landmark de-

cision permanently enjoining the District of Columbia school system from

This paper summarizes the U.S. Appeals Court’s findings in

discrimination on the basis of racial or economic status and ordered that the
track system, a form of ability grouping, be abolished.

This discussion focuses on the major institutional shortcomings that caused
discrimination, including psychologically subconscious misjudgments by the
self-fulfilling prophecy. It is concluded that the track system in the District of
Columbia contravenes the fundamental premise of the track theory and results

in a denial of equal opportunity to the poor and a majority of the Negro students

in that district.
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