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The Conception and Attitude of the People in Some
Limited Groups to Leprosy

Ryoko Osaka, Akiko TAKARUWA*, Etsuko HASEGAWA**,
Naomi YAMAZAKI*** and Ei-ichi NARAT****

ABSTRACT: The authors conducted a survey on the conception and
attitude to leprosy using questionnaire in September of 1982. The social
groups examined were university students and one of their parents, and the
persons staying in a home for the aged.

The source of the information about leprosy was the massmedia for 40.29
of the persons. Many persons had obtained knowledge on the severe and
miserable social situation of the patients before and during the World War II.
Eighty-six percent of the persons had had no contacts with such patients and
they seemed to build up the body picture of the patient only with the visualiza-
tion of the image and an emotional shade.

Half of those surveyed thought that the disease was infectious. Concern-
ing the social contact in society, the aged persons seemed to show flexibility
in the opinion while those in the middle-aged group showed a negative attitude.

Though the present results can not be generalized to the whole society,
they may partially reflect the present general attitude toward leprosy.
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Table 1 The number of the people according to the sex and age groups
“~__ Groups .

L Young group Middle aged group Aged group Total
Sex o (19-29y. 0.) (30-59 . 0.) (60y. 0. -) ota
Male 45 45 37 127

35.4% 35,.4% 29,1%
Female 37 45 35 117

31.6% 38.4% 29.9%
Total 82 90 72 244

ota 33.6% 36.9% 29,595
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Table 2 The time when they became to know the leprosy

IS Groups Young group Middle aged group Aged group

‘ Sex — Total

The time Male Female Male Female Male Female
before reading 7 6 14 15 | 10 8 60
in primary school ‘ 9 5 10 9 | 6 9 48
in junior high school : 7 9 | 4 8 28
in senior high school 11 5 { 2 1 19
before and in the world war I 1 3 5 6 3 17
after the world war T[] ! 6 2 i 7 8 23
no reply ‘ 23 } 11 15 ! 49
Total ! 82 | 90 72 | ou
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M@ Mass media.
In school.

Family and
O friends.
] B Others.
Young Young Middle aged Middle aged Aged Aged
Group  Male Female  Male Female  Male  Female
Fig. 1 The route by which they became to know the leprosy
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Deformity

Group A

Group B

Sensory disturbance Deformity
Symptoms of the skin. of the extremities. of the face

hands and feet. Others
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Fig. 2 The symptoms by which they recognize the leoprosy patients
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Unclear.
. Physical No
Hereditary constitution. Infection. disturbance.  knowledge.
Group A 30.6% 429% 81 1102%102%
//// /// /// // / II‘
Group B 18.2% 50.0% 127% | 14.5% [+05%
1.8% No reply.

Fig. 3 The cause of the leprosy disease
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Fig. 4 Prognosis of the leprosy disease
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Fig. 5 Social contacts with the leprosy patients as the neighbours
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