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THE PROBLEMS TO TREAT CHRONIC EMPYMA WITH FISTULA

Hiromi WADA, Koji CHIHARA, Minoru AOKI, Koichi
TAMURA, Shigeki HITOMI

Dept T horac. Surg Chest Riseese Res. Inst. Kyoto Univ.

We analyzed bronchial and chest-wall fistulas as risk factors in 70 cases of surgically
treated chronic empyema, excluding cases in which empyema developed postoperatively. Com-
parison between the 43 patients with and 27 without such fistulas revealed a higher mean age
(10 years), a higher ratio of females, and poorer pulmonary function in the fistula group. This
group also exhibited a significantly higher percentage of bacteria in the empyema space (75%
vs 28%), which resulted in a lower cure rate following one-step operation (61% vs 82%). In
addition, 3 patients in this group died due to postoperative respiratory failure. Authors’



