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Vocalic System and Semantic Functions of Vocalic
Alternations in Ancient Japanese

Starting from the vocalic phenomena of the 8th Century Japanese we can
set up a table of reconstructed vowels of the Pre-Japanese as that shown on the
last page of this paper. The vowels of the domain A are the back, those of the
B being the front ones. v

There had béen a strong tendency toward the so-called vocalic harmony: a
primary base-word (or a primary root-word) was vocally constructed only from
among the vowels either of the domain A or only of the domain B. (Historically
attested evidences of the 8th Century onward showed already the relax of this
rule). E.g. ao ‘blue’, kamo ‘duck’, yoru ‘night’, tuki ‘moon’; but: k6t6 ‘cause, thing,
word(sy, ménd ‘thing’, toki ‘time, tide’, kokord ‘soul, mind’, etc. (Later forms of
“relaxed” formations: kaso ‘father’, mord ‘round’, td6fo ‘far, distant, remote’, usi

‘ox, cow’, etc.).

Interchange (Interchanging alternation)
There had been a seemingly curious phenomenon or tendence to differentiate
semantic functions of the primary forms by way of interchanging their constituent
vowels across between the two vocalic domains:

A B
asa ‘shallow’ 656 ‘thoughtless’
a-no ‘ego’ 6-n6 ‘self, ipse’
tuki ‘moon, month’ toki ‘time’
kumi(-do) ‘hiding (place)’ kémé-ru ‘shut himself up’
g p P
futa ‘two’ fi ‘one’
mu ‘six’ mi ‘three’
ya ‘eight’ y6 ‘four’
yami ‘obscurity, tenebrae’ yémé, yomi ‘underworld’
tuma ‘époux, épouse’ t6mo ‘companion, friend’
fi ‘“fire’ fi ‘day, daylight’
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ka-re ‘lle, illud’ ko-re ‘hic, hoc’
to-ru ‘take’ te ‘hand, arm’
mati ‘division-lane of cultivated miti ‘lane, road, way’

land; lane in a town, town’
na ‘name’ ne ‘voice, sound’ etc.

Intra-change
But the internal exchange of the vowels within each domain respectively did
only provoke a slight, rather stylistic, but not categorical, differenciation of the
semantic functions of the forms.
within A
mura-kumo, mora-kumo ‘bank of clouds’ (kumo ‘cloud’)
kabu-(tuti), kubu-(tuti) ‘Chilt-)head (of powerful figure)’
wonono-ku, wanana-ku ‘tremble’
asa ‘morning’, asu ‘Morgen’
tuna, tunu, tuno ‘rope’ etc.
within B
ni ‘lead, burden’, né(-tori) “(bearer of) load’
(ki-)si-mu ‘to dye (yellow), s6-mu ‘to dye’
toki-wa, t6ko ‘eternal, eternity’
(mi-)ki, (sa-)ke ‘(Japanese) wine’
ke(-fu) ‘this (day), today’, k6(-z6) ‘this (night), to-night’ etc.

Similar phenomena may well be found also in Korean, e.g. mat ‘taste (of the
palate)’: mat ‘taste, flavour (aesthetic)’, sal-da ‘be alive’ ssl-da ‘be raw, unripe’, pul-
da ‘blow (of the wind): pal-(4ym ‘wind’, etc. But the scarcity of evidences in an-
cient Korean prevents us from finding out an adequate principle of their semantic
differentiation.

Professor Alo Raun, Indiana University, has kindly informed me that in Finno-
Ugric there may tentatively be distinguished three kinds of vowel alternations: (1)
onomatopoetic-descriptive, e.g. in Estonian kilin vs. kolin (the former denoting a
higher pitched noise), in Hungarian, kever ‘mix in a gentle or reasonable way’ vs.
kaver ‘mix carelessly, mess up’, (2) deitic: in Finnish, tdssé ‘here’ vs. tuossa ‘there’,
in Hungarian, #¢ ‘here’ vs. ot ‘there’, ez ‘this’ vs. az ‘that’, (these procedures are
no more productive), (8) ‘paradigmatic in Finnish, palaa ‘burn (intr)’ vs. politaa
‘ad (tr.y.

Being a highly leading scholar in the field of Finno-Ugric linguistics, he is very
cautious about the matter because of the paucity of evidences and remarks rightly
that ‘these phenomena must be treated separately for each language family because
there is no exact analogy.’ The same might be the view of Prof. Bjérn Collinder
in his recent ‘Comparative Grammar of the Uralic languages’ (Stockholm 1960).

Was the semantic differentiation by way of vocalic alternations a specific phe-
nomenon of Ancient Japanese only ? or was it here a accidental one only? ------ I
would much like to be instructed in.

Hisanosuke IzUI
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PolcTHAL I, BRICIZEAE, T3=F=r O[] HBETE [A] Thbok
g, 2o 5L [+, BLETHEMNCEL aTH-T, BOATAHABZOR
BMCERNBR @ 2500, BEICHH /4 2L, /4 & U THEBRCEEL
CEBEDocTHL I, INLRILCAEBEOIETH D, MHEIES X b DEio
RIROBZFERIT o T 3,

FEZ 3 & LT, A- BO2#EE, Rz offROBICEL T LERE 15
BERICS 0T, BT 2 HOMEEMIT D 2 B 2R TEDOH O 2 5755
W e A, (AT ==] OB KHLT [HA==] WE51E5E53%)
ey, ¥l el ) & T27] ) BH5. MLl BAOEN > TOEICH
WK E EEREEL, (27 BHOBNSU TH A, Tl @Eidie [
E] EUTE BN, KHMPIKHIETA L EZTERNTNE L, CORFBMIKRITE
B (Vokalismus) X hFEZAT=au (A) w5 kel (B) BMIELLWE»EEA
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bMa, [35]) miti (B - & [~7] mati UMRICI2HOXED ORFKS i
Hlch, FHO T (=v)] W) KHLTRM>O [# (=v)] @) B3, [O=
A (O WU THESRD [F=2] (B bbb, [cOo=2] 0F) KHLT [H+=
71 BHB. [4=n]yiru (§) OBIKHTsAD [¥]ya (R) $ A - BOKE
BNASEIC AN S CEMTE 2, Bas (Al X0, GULAMULBEZRKELCHEE2E
E % C 2 ASHEOIERIC ko THEING (17 (B) 28 (%4 [BxKen ons
THE), %13 TELIHORORICES L <UL 8, FIBBEE LT [4r=n] (&
B, [4y=n]&EH), [7v=x](CZH), lTx=%] (HH) OC&3HERITHH
ONBIT 20 T4) (H) EEREOWKICSOT, BEALUTHYT2HRE, *
T FEIRRICHE T A &M TE B,

CTIERT<&C &, (W] & [Hlicidohskir, B%ELansiidsH
$THB. B UHIICHE 2 BEERORRIC BN TIE, 251 & § R R IL T2
FEATHEVIBIRCBAL TFET 5 L LA, ULhLZORKBEIO, & DB
BIOEFOM 2T AR H N TR, aldE e L il TH S, bh
DGR O T EL, € BEDD TR IIORE, DIPICHABERIEFELT,
/8] &UT, BT AT ENTES, Chidgk [2n=47] >[40 (&M, [+
H=4%] (RE) - [70x] () ODHBOBRICI->T A ENTES, Lrb
ek, T -Tal () oo l@\iucdal, BERIIE U EDIE2ESTH
ShNAANFKMNI: & &, alitDBFEAIVIZY, a tBRMBNII 2 REMNTE D
CEBLIEHEDNIE2RNI & &Moot EoTERTD &3, FHREL TEAk
BEM s HEIC 3153, FOIC ABRREE E AN AT A2 EMN TR, #oTie
EAE YU @ Toal, T201@D & Ts2x] EUTE, BRAKNUZE15
FTLERBLILHLDNBLENTE, SDDTENVE @ ITXPZOFH (] 13, B2
BB TEEONLZ2 I R OTE 2otk (7421 9 - 2] [av] @
&, ) > [a7) OBRIAERCEBETA2ENTES, L (A BLTv] 3,
A¥ TRl -Th] &85 53D THo/h, SHHICIEZOEEZMZIKKHIL Th
EOTREDHEN DI D5 DTH 5,

PIEZBU T8 HACIEES (1%, »5bN3) AKBOMAHMOBNIE, —BED
HREORA G- TITEbR TR E S, UM LA - B 2 002 H Tiibhr:
BEZMRR 2T, 5652 0RO E RR2BOAL C EMTE 3, Chctn
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W, BEE@ - e 1126 & ICRIREY (KEBER) 2HEKL, F%aldo u-id &
bICHRRIER (BUEERE) 259 5D Thotc. 209 LHEMNMICHIES EMHAEL, £
TEREBIKNL 2D C &5l a ERBUBLE2HNOSIDORER, ARE&THok s
BALND, [38]) () - Tl ABC AR G - (45 (=) CEED,

T l47]1 B — 45 (=53] (@A), & xrauy, T=, o#AE» LK

U URZORBIZ § 28 -~ <47 FBEBROHMIC I ZEHORENSH 5 bh ),

MDA - BOMK, & CFHEICEH L HFEL T ONKOIEE & 72 iifoRRiTs
T BRI - AT OEEO 2 DOHEREBEEL 00, EENUBOBITEME-THEbNS
HELE 2, BE] OBFEOICENTES,

B AP X BHOZE— [%7 ] (Intra-change)

UEDA - BHZEBERBICILT, Ak IEBEROZNENHEIICHT 5T
W, FRIE U T, BERMOEEOXISZ0, COXELENL, X x0HEFHLT, &
Tl EZ/DTB,

a7 (=28) | )&R) L7 (=278)]D[a7]-TE7]113E B ICABRDRERR
THs, 2L T SFHRMSMESIMTER NI S0, WU X2, TH7(=
VvF) ) @D & To7 (=vF) ), Tha] G & [Ha (=) JEE), Ty vy
B &T9vv], 73 (=200] (TH) &7z (=) (TH), Bb3. /20
— o] D) KT (A=) BIC) b, ABHOREE LTEADC EHTE 3,
BREH [V REBERLICH T EXDVTIE, [4#=7] (&) &l THEEI
(&= &) OEBDIEBELLNE, [T/ =51 ¢ [vrFr=r] (D)
& O b BUTH MM s Z R TH O T, EEMNMBCERIZ L, [Vr]-Tys T
=] (M, G D BE—Tasb, Tvx]l () &vy (=X H G, =F
F | *doti () & [ 25| *tati §8 DM, (7] @) & 7] (WH) dccic
IMNMTEBALLNATHA S, ZHDDTIEEENMMIC A ViE morgen 1Ty 5 3EE
to-morrow X X REZEDIT L EMNTE %, morgen & -morrow (ZFIEOETH 3.
EMBIT L, Bzt ], RIZbIKBHEER A5 THS,. COEOBREERT
ELZE200

B, F7cid, BIROEEMBIC T 2 I OB (HIBEKD HicFbh
KON TE, BTy A S [y o] G s) O Tval B & T2a ] @,

%00 [EZE FHBEIEIEEL 02D b b, TEx] ), [&%= |(EH) L[
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T, Te=&] (Bit) DBERZRL BEE i BEMNICST 2 BE0OBGL L2
BB L > THDN, T=] GO & To (=& 0)] (L), (=) +] (I &
(=) Ul B SRABRCU TREEMLERSLY, [F=7] F73 [U=7] (4H)
B (7] () 280FEKETHS, O[3k lc=0]-Te=1]
O] EARCELT, & Mo - [4]) 2EKL, BE, HHEms LRk
s obns [C=2] (KD & [4%] 2BRL T30 TH, [ =+ (48]
bEILCNIANTEALNS THAS., —H, [C=%] 3HET [EE] OBEHER2IC
BoThobhs, o]k M#=0=7] FEE) O[], [¥=%] (FFH) O
[%] EREFEFT 2 DTHoT, ¢, [e]—TW]-[#]olE (4D &I
— [*] 028 (FED &4, &@LU BEEZ [RIBE] Hicks TR

BICLUTHLDONBE L IICRAL, LLLEED ] —Tx] &, $Tic [T] &
M%) OZBIC o THERE SN X >ic, K% B (K] OENENOBTH-T, B
il [ 7 J TS HDOEHRTO 382 ] O, [EL]-TES ] OBHEIH T &,

FO& 8, fheidic MHJ&LHE (& TEBERAED ARy OFE»RH2 itk TS
CENMTED, FEAE] (B KIS E ThkSE ] © TKSE] b, C DD EKE LT AL
B (HFE) & [ (KFI#0ADL) & OMBNEREEL 251, Db [£5]-
M) OEHRR O ERPLLTHS, oT ) —Tx] ol 5] &
THY, [Tl —T[rl-TUlo Tl Tl Tha, Tl -~ - J]) & (k)
DEFTHY, [T F]1ix k] 2o C2EETHS. 2O20HIZNENFETH-
T, EHAOETC X 3 EHEORBHND LT S 5 BT TId o,

Bk 73 i BEuc B3 25cid /e [T (B) 93b 3. coBRER (4], s
W T=21.L07TC GEE v 7=7] (A8 wbobns, [J]1—TH#]EB-A
MOl 2 BERZETH-T, —R, BENWREOER 22 IBEEHRROC L ITH
AB, UL [0 & TH] OMdEENDL ULAREREEALND & DR
V., 20 Ty =00 D & [=x], 201 ED & 20 OBKRicH 31y
Ein (&), ftoT—iic, ZHOHZFENaWREVWLEETH - & EE LN,
DEET, AT B 3 BEMEMOTSE, 2 OEENEBRCHALZO T EFEEL THRY
NICERFCE T, B2ERDELFNCE TEIL TRAGN L EBEEEENE, —
¥, EROTFTZBIERCHARBORS & 25, B, EHRkERTale, 7 <ToHH
CRA—IRE 72 IEORE i PIRA BN TRo D ETIE, [2h=] (7)) s
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B2 =5 FE-8 @873 4, 2NENEE /o KO i BRASN
Tﬁok%@#&ﬁﬁﬁéﬂé.%bTC@/U@,‘é¥4jﬂﬁnér4j&0&b

b ERERATH o EMBZLND ETHT (R SEmER], B - RIE, 1997
9—100E), [ | BHBBERANICTII/ 50T, FfT5 5 LEE2MHICEER LD 5 b
DTHolehH 5, BBEEFEI —0 v BN TF v — 28, 2. —7 VEBHOI
i FR—R =2 T7HECHLDN, vIA=RK) FUTHECBO TRV ARADYH
Ui, AP IOHFABCH LN GBI, [w74 =89 % v 7#E] (HASHEEN K
B 1954) 10608, HEERAE (M), BHucRons (40 ] (KA) 0 53l
KEFFIT I, & & *ofo-isi Th b, DT ofisi ixokeEBAONS LT, i
Wik Erchbe of X ke b b Eicish, K] 2E%T5 [x1kid, [C=D
=v] ko) -Te=0=x] CKOK) OC &L iZA&RBOFE—EEL L TEAI T
ko ZIEBELT, chZ Lo TEBLAEBEEAZCENTES, [2=] (R @&
$7: (=0 CRBMOSEEEL (AL TEAZUS D, 7k BiE o ikhi B
OEBICIET 25 TH S, WM, T0) O &k, §LidBZ 5 ZHOEMIICE
U, TelZ@ik 0 F—EE & U TS [ &) QRO [w=0=+] O*x) &, [F=]
(f6-) 2 ETHEThol EEALLND,

—7, TH=01 0 o =311, $TI =] LT—EEELTH»S, $F2%
Fuced T [e=%] (@) o [ ¥ ] CEBICEEST S EBTEL, [H=17] O
1k [v=a] (38, (V==& (35, [V=Cchrb | (3K, [+=7vH](3
) o [v] ThHs,

I XTfAE, BEEEOFMIC OO, T E HENMNCKTE T B H O =5 OB,
LLadtBZHLI2L6E, ZOEH%H6DTRAKCPZOXGNE 5 LML D

579, ZORFIIITHKE THoltACENT 2B LDEHEOT E Zlvolk., LhL
F=»] (&) -TH] (8 -[7a9] () -Tr7F79 ] () -T2 | (#) %,

ZEO =B =<l cuscensnzn. 20k, (=9 BERILIRBOENE
B THoT, THERLBNNCGHEAT 2D TE eholchbbThbh, i, aikd
253 TubDLETHEEL, KHKDE(E) ThokhbTHA, [TH]ICK) T <]
EUTHLDNAT ENE, [A4 3= Ckk, B#Y) ORIZd-ThH, [T
CODNWTRAIZ [ CH="0] CKED 120065, 3l e ] o ] idcol=
W] @) LOELVEDTHS I,
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BB =] @) A BOPOHED ik b, TEIBE] BT EEosEsiicE
TAREFMCLBBEOLICRAL, UL, BHEHNE (Y] (A) -[Ha] GiD
D=%x]-T=a]MB2RZR (V) 7=1-T(H) a=] ELTHbbN2DIAEFL
T =] 2=r&] @OH OcEl [2] LLTHbbNEZORME, ol =]
DEFELUAABRD i Th -7 & Bbh b, | |

4 FOBEHEE

§T%ﬁ®iﬁm,Zﬁ@ﬁ%é%A<@%ﬁt%ﬁ%Kﬁéﬁé%%®jﬂ§%u,
WICZBTH o7, & - &+ FDCEL, SRRSO THZOXKHZEEZD Licd 5b
T CEMT TR P > L BHOAFIREF S, TP & 3aiicsnT, 280
6 TholtBABND, [>T [9 2] (BE) 13 %630 THH, [H2] () 1 *os6
THote, 6 o LEMNINTHEEL B -7eDATIZR, T ONTEHEREN/Zu L 3 ¥
REERENTH-T, [20A]1 ED, Tavar] (B ooes, i 2hlEELu—
6 IT X ARAE, SIHUCEELALUNE b, ZORIOEFIBOTH 5 2 D
FHCE > TEBAONES L& LT TR, BECLDILIIITO L udDFEEIEET 5
DL EbDTEZLL, [ET7¥ ] G, Tl ore iy, —Hicl&=74315
B EOMUTEBEBNIKHRIEONTNRIEETHS (FEE3D9IK). UL DE
DOFEFMBIZILEHELE [TIEEHE] 3 067T1—6TTHR2ZBE LN, —28 [+
vAIED d Tyv=va] (BfO SLUTHMT A ENTES,

LTAHAT, AIEBEIED [92]) (Ax=92=E0) %, 825138 HT, [vZ]
BEE) ELTHhH»PITHADTHED, dLRIKIn® [v2] t7hidzo [v] @
FERLUTUuTH-THHOI0, [F2] §*0s0 &FEALNS, oXbdirLATH
THREFMN S u B2 BICHIREN2 06 EEETAC LR, T ERBANELL, [VE]
1, EEEHEFIORSINEL XL TRT TriEILL, Z20EE L TEER - BRI
I EBIERICHS O THESE 5 hie S IHE OB FEIC B D TIREROIBEILLA KL TH A 5.
UL UZDRIYLL, ZORILCHMOBESES I 50 ThaificsnTid, 8 iz
WTIARBITSNTBERLZO L, SHARTBNTIA 0L ABNTH oo u &b,
I BICBMIINCREE Uz LIZFEAD 0, LD [0 2 BRIHUCRIIL Tz &3
g, — 2L T2 M LB ETE— 20X, BT, 6 D& L,
Widie USHIEER S @ ThofehZABNA, SR [C=21v] (KK 2 [A=
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D=9 V] pbikdiEThHoT, ZOEEKBEEELZMBS 1 DDEkE U THRKNICH
(HBLTW e, 2Cicdbobhd [2] 1, BOE *nt- Thorkbh tEAlL
CEeMHs, MLTER T ] R O 2] KO0 TEELACENTES, i
OHEEIITIIAS TAE] BB 5bh5. & LDREDBELL ETHUE, T D A%
[7%2] ThYH, 20 =21 BErUBc0ETRE, (2] @0 h *kit Tl Tid
IBHisholc EBbNG, —T5, ] OE#EL L - T TR 0BERH 5D
Nz, [REJ R T70] ThHs, 2200FHAREBIBBEFETH ) ABOBES 5.¢
&, CORNOMERBICEMIZ 20, UL UEAD%21i [AE] tLThobh s,
chid, BIHEHI RGN THREAE, 22 TR TEELBL., —EKC7 YD
ZHFOBERAZRITIEERE VDN FERLOEFEZFICE, COMEL THEDRMICH
MWHTDTHAH I, BORINRA SN MBOFEZ2ATHOBLIZDTHA D b,
i [72] IRV T, ZORE, BRI *kisd T TIZZH 2L, DA

B A oS [ov] (rzh ik, Bt dsb
Bl @ O ha (o] (858 cBRTsELELh
wide :
B B HE sy % %o 5. T IEFEOBMBAIT L, ARF /-
(mid-wide) }
BB sy % oy i TATAE] M7s o9 ] et T, Bk
(narrow) :
S o oH o *kitsd MASRIEL <, BEEMIC 8 It D C &
c Bl g 2 H
55 Sm EF Se i sl oBERBIZLE, [r2) THD,
~1 g_ﬁ’ﬂ ~ftg g1
~ ~ BT, *kiisd ThoktEiL 5%, [ R
MEE S
front v. back v. =7 | () 1x *sinli- 7 *sinu- ONVTNHT
HolcTHAD,

UET NTORERBNEE 25 b,%@&u@ﬁﬁ&tvkﬂﬁﬁﬂ%%aoo
Lo w BT 22 BET 570518, S HGICES b O X WEEI LD, [HiftoRE
M 1, FOCEICERLAT ENTE S,

HOXBBERZBEL THMAS SN/ CORREHE, 2k LT, v 518, &
§,7w¢4%%Kﬁﬁ%Ew,mﬁm&,*%ﬁ%mﬁd<%®®%5@%ﬁﬁ®@$
RTHs, U UCOHEED, EHIT, HABEOINLOSHT 2 RULELERT
BLDD=DLRE B EDENIE, RHIEROMBEE U Tk 550,

5% 1 Steinitz, Wolfgang : Geschichte des ostjakischen Vokalismus. Berlin 1950. Ostjakische Gram-

matik und Chrestomathie. Leipzig 1950. Geschichte des finnisch-ugrischen Vokalismus.
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Stockholm 1944 [Acta Instituti Hungarici Universitatis Holmiensis, Series B, Linguistica 2]
(CMBBIRCRRCTHATNE L, ZOfMEHERE ORKIZEBBRTZ N TES),
Ramstedt, ‘G. J. : Einfiihrung in die altaische Sprachwissenschaft. II. Formenlehre. Helsinki
1952, A Korean grammar. Helsinki 1939. (p. 25—)
Poppe, Nikolaus : Khalkha-Mongolische Grammatik. Wiesbaden 1951. Introduction to Mon-
golian comparative studies. Helsinki 1955.
2 COTALITAEIT4 ] KETAELCOVTIR, 208K, RABEY [<ni>, <
1> 20 5T (BHERE MO SELERLSE, 1960) s TR sni,
B i
WVERER i &, mat [k | icxf$ 5 mot [E#], sal-da [Ax (TW) 2] kkfd3 solda [
Th b, B, pulda [k ] s 5 palm (pal-am) [ ), kol [HH ] kul WK,
w8 SORMIEMORB O, clada GkA%IN 2 | 13435 cida [Hhrio s T D% 5%
Bl - BEMCDIZERBIALDONELENDHE. U LETOEE - BTOHKRE S - THBEES

'I:iw

NIMBTHH»EI L, WEIZRHETDH 5,



