
cultural production and its effect on vegetation

cover, I was left wondering if these chapters, as

most of the book, did not serve mostly the pur-

pose on reporting on the scrutiny of large amo-

unts of source materials, much more so than

contributing to an academic debate on demogra-

phy or the demography environmental link. The

chapter that discuses the link between popula-

tion and the environment explains why North

and Central Sulawesi’s landscapes have been

transformed, but there are no real surprises that

rock our insights on these themes. Why there

were extensive grasslands in various parts of

Kalimantan and Sumatra, for instance, was al-

ready known, and the grasslands of North and

Central Sulawesi seem to have been created for

similar reasons. Similarly disappointing is the

final chapter on population and environment. It

turns out a hotchpotch of historical facts and

superficial interpretations related to people’s re-

source user and links with the environment.

The book is a valuable contribution to un-

derstanding the demographic history of an im-

portant but less emphasized region of Southeast

Asia. The rich use of many sources makes this a

valuable book that will be useful to people inter-

ested in the region and on its archival material,

much of which is only in Dutch. The important

theoretical contributions are the reflections of

the complex mechanisms that define a region’s

demographic history, but the environmental his-

tory analysis and interpretations provide few

new insights. The demographic histories, distin-

guished for sub-regions, are a result of complicat-

ed causal interlinking of productive, social, cul-

tural political and health factors, that are per-

haps much more difficult to generalize as is often

assumed. This point would have become more

articulated had the volume been limited to that

purpose. The chapters on environmental change

and its social causes are not very articulated, and

this puts into question the environmental histo-

ry project that the book attempted in addition to

pursuing a historical demography project.

�Wil de Jong�Center for Integrated Area Stu-

dies, Kyoto University�

Adrian C Sleigh; Chee Heng Leng; Brenda

SA Yeoh; Phua Kai Hong; and Rachel Safman,

eds. Population Dynamics and Infectious Dis-

eases in Asia. Singapore: World Scientific

Publishing Co., ����, ���p.�index.
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