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131-145 USA Today: Society, Culture, Identity 172 PRt

EiiN=e ol

Search | A-Z Directory | Contacting Peapla | About Us
-

-

Subject information

Search ; Index ; Faculty of Ads © History
Prev 131-128 Greal Civilisations: Athens and Rome |
Next 131-154 The Modern World 1: The Nuclear Shadow

131-145 USA Today: Society, Culture, Identity

Note This subject is recomimended for students wishing to complete a major in
American studies.

Availability st year

Credit 12.5

Points

Coordinator Dr Kat Ellinghaus

Semester 1 {view timels J—

Contact ) sand a Lhcaug tumriagésach week
Subject This subject aims to give students an awareness of the trajectory of present-

Description ' gay debates about the United States by examining important aspects of North
America in the post-war period, and offering historical, cultural and political
analysis of how things came to be the way they are, Stories prominent in the
American news media in recent years have included the 'war on terror’, a
presidential indiscretion, and tragic high school shootings. Editorials debate the
death penalty, illegal immigrants, and whether or not national ideclogies of
democracy and liberty are transiated into true racial and economic equality.
This subject examines United States sociely and culiure since the 1860s. It
looks behind the headlines, and analyses the people and events that made
them. Utilising historical scholarship, television documentaries and examples of
American popular culture, we explore the attitudes of the American people to
the world, diversity, gender issues, social inequalities and government.
Students should gain a critical and interpretative understanding of the state of
the American nation today and in the recent past, and have acquired skills and
strategies for research on the contemporary United States.

Generic

Skitls » demonstrate research skills through competent use of the library and
; other information sources;

» show critical thinking and analysis through recommended reading, essay
writing and futorial discussion, and by determining the sirength of an
argument;

» demonstrate understanding of social, ethical and culturat context through
the contextualisation of judgements, developing a crifical self-awareness,
being open to new ideas and possibilities and by constructing an
argument;

» be able to communicate knowledge intelligibly and economically through
essay writing and tutorial discussion.

Assessment A written research essay of 2000 words 50% (due mid semaster), reflective

hitpedfweew.unimelb.eduaw/HB/subjects/131-145 huml 2007/09/23
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166-016 American Politics and Society 12 i

ECfhEFt2

Search | A-Z Directory | Contacling P‘o;ﬂg i About Us

Subject information

Search : Indax : Faculty of Arts © Political Science
Prey m@ 014 Asia Pacific International Politics
Next 166-017 West European Politics

166-016 American Politics and Society

Availability  2nd and 3rd year
Credit Points 12 5

Coordinater  Agsoc Prof David Tucker
Prerequisites Usually one first-year politics subject.
Semester 1 {view timetable)

Contact Thirty contact houws, per semester. Tw&_};ﬁu@er week for 10 weeks
and a_1-hos uz‘lm; week for 10 weeks. The leclure and tutoria al programs
are staggered and cover the 12 weeks of semester

Subject This subject tackles the operations of the American political system,

Description  eyamining the interplay of interests, culture, personalities and Institutions.

“idents begin by considering the Constitution and the principles which it
adies, and then exarnine key instifutions, including the Presidency, the
. = 58, the Supreme Court and the political parties. On completion of the
student should have an introductory understanding of the major
stitutions in the United States that may serve as a preparation for

7 studies in political science; some knowledge of the achievements and

¥ es of various presidents, such as Nixon, Reagan, Bush and Clinton; and

umerstammg of the major social probiems confronting the United States

wday,
@3‘_&?9” ¢ =« be able to research through the competent use of the library and other
information sources, and be able to define areas of inguiry and methods
of research in the preparation of essays;

« be able to conceptualise theoretical problems, form judgements and
arguments and communicate critically, creatively and theoretically
through essay writing, tutorial discussion and presentations;

s be able to communicate knowledge ideoclogically and economically
i through essay writing and tutorial discussion,

= be able to manage and organise workloads for recommended reading,
the completion of essays and assignments and examination revision;

%;
%M be able to parlicipate in team work through small group discussions.

Assessment A written essay of 2000 words 50% (due mid-semester) and a 2-hour exam

50% (during the examination period).

?r@;cr&mﬁ A subject reader will be available.
axts

http/Awww unimelb.eduan/HB/subjects/166-016 hioml 2007/09/23
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