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Jin-hu Shen: Pursue the Reform of China's Education Policies after 1985: An
Analysis on Causes of and Measures to the Increasing Education Disparity between
Rural and Urban.

It scems that China's education has developed smoothly in recent years, but many structural
problems, such as the increasing disparities of education resources' distribution and educa-
tional opportunities between rural and urban, are still very serious. In search for the reasons
of the increasing educational disparities, this paper briefly describes the characteristics of
China's education system before the Economic Reform, and the circumstances of the educa-
tion reform in 1985. Then, the Policy of Localization of Fundamental Education (PLFE),and
it's the negative impacts on the lowest governments' budgets and on the rural fundamental
and middle schools are analyzed. Some results can be given as follows:

D The increased educational disparities among regions, specifically between urban and
rural, are fully triggered by the PLFE, an educational reform in 1985.

© Consider China's economic reality, that with large disparities among regions and lack of
the tax allocation system to local governments to equalize the fiscal abilities of them, it can
be say that there isn't any fact could warrant the reform of PLFE. However, the PLFE is still
been carried out now, has showed that there is a big defect in educational-policy-making

process in China.
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1952 | 5110 | 223 92 | 19.1 | 49.2 | 96.0 | 168.6 3.3
1957 | 6428 | 538 170 | 441 | 6L7 | 442 | 39.7 6.8
1962 | 6924 | 619 215 | 830 561 | 45.2 | 30.0 123
1965 | 11621 | 803 629 | 67.4 | 84.7 | 825 | 70.0 9.3
1976 | 15005 | 4353 | 1553 | 56.5 | 97.1 | 90.6 | 60.4 6.0
1978 | 14624 | 4995 | 1642 | 85.6 | 95.5 | 87.7 | 40.9 8.9
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2000 | 13013 | 6168 | 1705 | 556.0 | 99.1 | 949 | 5L2 | 43.9
2002 | 12157 | 6604 | 2195 | 850.0 | 98.6 | 97.0 | 58.3 | 66.1
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