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Rice Lands in the Upland Hill Regions of Northeast Thailand
——A Remark on “Rice Producing Forests”

by

Yoshikazu Taxava, and Takashi Tomosuval

Northeast Thailand has two types of rice lands, one on an upland plain and the
other on upland hills. The former has an extensive distribution between the Chi and
the Mun rivers, whereas the latter forms rice land patches of much smaller scale in
the marginal zones of Northeast Thailand, as shown in Fig. 1. This paper concerns
the latter type of rice lands.

Each rice land in upland hill regions has twofold structure, which comprises rice
fields on valley bottom and those on valley slopes as illustrated in Figs 2 and 3.

Rice fields on valley bottom are flat and open, and usually treeless. These are
long-established, well irrigated, fertile (average yields is ca 30 tang/rai) and stable fields.
Rice fields on valley slope, on the other hand, are gradient, wooded and of very recent
opening, non-irrigated, less-fertile (average yield is 10-20 tang/rai) and unstable.

A very rapid expansion and invasion of rice-growing plots into forest areas has
resulted in unregistered rice fields on valley slopes, in these some ten years. An example
is shown in Photo 1, which shows a notice board reading *‘forest reservation” in a
plot where rice is grown. Regarding this fact, “rice-growing plots in upland hills regions”
could be categorized into three; i. e. irrigated rice fields on valley bottom, and rain-fed
rice fields and ‘‘rice producing forests’” both on valley slope, in which the acreage of
the last seems to be too great to be neglected.

The structural pattern of rice land mentioned above is not particular characteristic
to the upland hills of Northeast Thailand, but it is applicable to the most of the
marginal zones of the Central Plain of Thailand as well. If this is the case, 40% of
total rice land of Thailand should be accompanied with the ‘‘rice producing forest”
and this disguised rice fields should constitute enormous addition to the explicit figures
of rice field appeared on statistics.
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Fig. 1 Distribution of two types of rice lands; rice lands on an
upland plain and those in upland hill regions
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Fig. 2 Rice lands in Amphoe Prakhon Chai as of 1930. This shows that
the topography strongly controls the land use; namely rice growing
was made only on valley bottoms, leaving valley slopes as open forests.
(prepared based on the RTAMS’s topographical maps of 1 :50,0002%)
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Fig. 3 A cross section of rice land in Amphoe Prakhon Chai as of

1972, showing a two—fold structure of the rice lands; rice lands
on valley bottom and those on valley slopes.
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Photo. Wooded rice land. Notice that a tree in the middle has a
sign board reading “forest reserve”.
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