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Editor’s Note

Mitsuo Ezaxkr*

In this special issue are collected seven
papers which focus on such aspects of
international economy as trade and direct
investment, in relation to the economic
development of East and Southeast Asian
countries. Yasuba’s paper is an empirical
study of Thai export industries, while Taka-
gi’s is a country study on Indonesia with
Nakauchi

and Ezaki discuss respectively the problem

rather a theoretical flavor.

of trade imbalances in ASEAN countries
and the export growth of ASEAN, Korea
and Hong Kong, empirically and econo-
metrically, while Tkeuchi reviews the de-

velopment of Asian NICs in relation to
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the international economic environment.
Murakami presents an empirical study of
direct Japanese investment in Asia, focusing
on small-scale industries, while Yoshihara
describes an economic historical case study
of Japanese investment in Asia, dealing
with the Nomura zazbatsw in the prewar
period. Although the countries and regions
that are the subject of these papers, and
the analytical approaches and methods
that are applied therein can hardly be said
to be well balanced and integrated, I believe
that each paper identifies particular prob-
lems in the international aspect of eco-
nomic development in Southeast Asian

countries, and offers an analysis for them.
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